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In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in
South Asia, providing an overview of
accidents that took place on the
beaches of Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan, relevant press media as well
as research. We aim to raise public
awareness about the many negative
impacts of shipbreaking in South Asia
as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.

Vessels are recycled in facilities that
ensure clean, safe, and just practices
that provide workers with decent jobs.
Vessels will be toxic-free and no longer
cause harm to workers, local
communities, or the environment at
end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe,
and just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the
dumping of end-of-life vessels on the
beaches of developing countries. Our
commitment to finding sustainable
global solutions is based on the respect
of human and workers’ rights and the
principles of environmental justice,
producer responsibility, ‘polluter pays’,
and clean production.
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ACC IDENTS
 I m p r o v i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  i s c r u c i a l  t o

p r e v e n t  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s '  w e l l - b e i n g .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a c c i d e n t s  a r e
r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  b a s e d  o n  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  m e d i a  r e p o r t s .
H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  s e c t o r  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  m a n y
i n c i d e n t s  l i k e l y  g o  u n r e p o r t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n ,  w h e r e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  f a i l  t o  r e p o r t  a n d  p u b l i s h  d a t a .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  d a t a  o n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r ,  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o w a r d s
w o r k e r s .  M a n y  w o r k e r s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c s  u n k n o w i n g l y  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .

B A N G L A D E S H

O n  1  J a n u a r y ,  H r i d o y  ( 2 5 )  s u s t a i n e d  a  m i n o r  i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  J o i n t
I r o n  S t e e l  S h i p  B r e a k i n g .

O n  5  J a n u a r y ,  M d .  F o r h a d  ( 3 0 ) ,  a  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  w i r e  g r o u p  a t  S . S .
S t e e l / H a d i a  S t e e l ,  s u f f e r e d  a n  i n j u r y  t o  h i s  r i g h t  l e g .
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O n  6  J a n u a r y ,  K a r i m  ( 4 5 )  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  a t  A s a d i  S t e e l  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  a n
e l e c t r i c  s h o c k  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n  a  s h i p  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  a t  P r o j o t y
S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  ( f o r m e r  y a r d  o f  J a n a t a  S t e e l ) .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  o n  7
J a n u a r y ,  M d .  F o j u l  K o r i m  ( 4 6 ) ,  a  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  a t  P r o j o t y  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d
( f o r m e r  y a r d  o f  J a n a t a  S t e e l ) ,  a l s o  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  y a r d
w h i c h  i s  d i s m a n t l i n g  a  s h i p  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  C O R A L  ( I M O  7 3 9 0 1 7 9 ) ,  o w n e d  b y
S o u t h  K o r e a n  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  S i n o k o r .  

O n  1 0  J a n u a r y ,  I b r a h i m  ( 2 6 ) ,  a  c u t t e r ,  w a s  i n j u r e d  d u r i n g  a  n i g h t  s h i f t  a t
N . B .  S t e e l  w h e n  o n b o a r d  t h e  C O M A N C H E  ( I M O  8 7 5 7 6 4 7 ) ,  o w n e d  b y
N i g e r i a n  c o m p a n y  T C O  M a r i n e .  A n  i r o n  p l a t e  f e l l  o n  h i s  l e g ,  c a u s i n g  a
s e r i o u s  f r a c t u r e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  N . B .  S t e e l  s h a r e s  o w n e r s h i p
w i t h  K . R .  S t e e l ,  w h i c h  r e c e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e
H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C ) .  D e s p i t e  l e g a l  p r o h i b i t i o n s  t o  c o n d u c t  n i g h t
s h i f t s ,  w o r k p l a c e  a c c i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h e s e  h o u r s .

O n  2 6  J a n u a r y ,  M d .  D i d a r  ( 2 5 ) ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  m u d  g r o u p ,  w a s  s e r i o u s l y
i n j u r e d  a t  M i l l e n n i u m  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  Y a r d .

O n  3  F e b r u a r y ,  c u t t e r  m a n  M d  S h o h i l  ( 2 6 )  w a s  i n j u r e d  i n  a  f i r e  a t  S . N .
C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  S h i t a l p u r — o n e  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  t h a t  h o l d s  a
S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C ) .  T h e  f i r e
l e f t  S h o h i l  w i t h  s e r i o u s  h e a r i n g  l o s s .  T h e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  o n b o a r d  t h e
v e s s e l  S W A R A J Y A  ( I M O  9 1 7 0 4 3 2 ) ,  l i n k e d  t o  c a s h  b u y e r  B e s t  O a s i s .  N o t a b l y ,
t h e  s a m e  v e s s e l  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d e a d l y  e x p l o s i o n  o n  7  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 4 ,

w h i c h  c l a i m e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s e v e n  w o r k e r s  a n d  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  m o r e  t h a n
t e n  o t h e r s .  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  p u b l i c l y  d e n i e d  t h e  3  F e b r u a r y  i n c i d e n t .
H o w e v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  I n d u s t r i A L L ’ s  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a t
t h e  y a r d  h a v e  d e t e r i o r a t e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y .  R e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  i n c r e a s e d
w o r k l o a d s ,  1 2 - h o u r  s h i f t s  w i t h o u t  o v e r t i m e  p a y ,  n o  a c c e s s  t o  l u n c h  o r
r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  a n d  d e l a y e d  w a g e s — w i t h  w o r k e r s  s t i l l  u n p a i d  f o r  J a n u a r y  a s
o f  1 1  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  d a t e  o f  I n d u s t r i A L L ’ s  r e p o r t .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  S . N .
C o r p o r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e r a t e  e v e n  a f t e r  h a v i n g  l o s t  i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c l e a r a n c e  c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t .
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https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/bangladesh-ship-explosion-exposes-regulatory-failures/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/bangladesh-ship-explosion-exposes-regulatory-failures/
https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/bangladesh-moves-strengthen-ship-recycling-regulations-imo-1080746
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/bangladesh-moves-strengthen-ship-recycling-regulations-imo-1080746
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

S I X  Y A R D S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H  N O W  C L A I M  T O  B E  “ G R E E N ”  D E S P I T E  T H A T
T H E Y  A R E  S T I L L  B E A C H I N G
A n o t h e r  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f
C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H K C ,  r a i s i n g  f u r t h e r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s
o f  s u c h  d o c u m e n t s  i n  e n s u r i n g  t r u l y  s a f e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g .  A r a b  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  L i m i t e d  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  s i x t h
y a r d  t o  o b t a i n  a  S o C  f r o m  B u r e a u  V e r i t a s ,  j o i n i n g  P H P  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  &
R e c y c l i n g  I n d u s t r i e s ,  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( S h i t a l p u r ) ,  K a b i r  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g ,  K R
S h i p  R e c y c l i n g ,  a n d  M A K  C o r p o r a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  S o C s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e f l e c t
a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  I M O ’ s  s a f e t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e y  i n s t e a d
s e r v e  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  g r e e n - w a s h i n g  b e a c h i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  y a r d s
h o l d i n g  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  h a z a r d o u s  a n d
e x p l o i t a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c a l l i n g  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  a n d  i m p a c t  o f
t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n ’ s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  L a b o u r  r i g h t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
k e e p  h i g h l i g h t i n g  s e r i o u s  s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s ,  w o r k p l a c e  a c c i d e n t s ,  a n d
i n a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  w o r k e r s — i s s u e s  t h a t  p e r s i s t  e v e n  i n  c e r t i f i e d
y a r d s .  

O n  5  F e b r u a r y ,  M d .  F o r h a d ,  a  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  w i r e  g r o u p  w o r k i n g  a t  S .
S t e e l / H a d i a  S t e e l  y a r d ,  s u f f e r e d  a  s e v e r e  i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  a m p u t a t i o n
o f  h i s  l e g .  O n  t h e  s a m e  d a y ,  A n i s u r  R a h m a n  ( 5 0 ) ,  w o r k i n g  a t  F e r d o u s  S t e e l ,
f e l l  o n t o  a  t a n k  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  a  h e a d  i n j u r y .

O n  2 5  F e b r u a r y ,  M d .  S a k i l  ( 2 0 ) ,  e m p l o y e d  a t  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  y a r d  i n
S h i t a l p u r  ( y a r d  h o l d i n g  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H K C ) ,  s u s t a i n e d
a  f i n g e r  i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  v e s s e l  F E R N  ( I M O  7 3 8 5 1 1 2 ) ,  o w n e d  b y
F r e n c h  c o m p a n y  P e r e n c o .  

O n  1 2  M a r c h ,  F o y s a l  ( 4 7 )  t r a g i c a l l y  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  a t  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n
C h i t t a g o n g  a f t e r  f a l l i n g  f r o m  t h e  v e s s e l  L A K A T A M I A  ( I M O  9 2 0 3 7 9 6 ) ,  o w n e d
b y  t h e  G r e e k  P o l y s  H a j i - I o a n n o u  G r o u p .  H e  h a d  b e e n  a t  t h e  y a r d  t o
p u r c h a s e  o i l  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  w o r k  i n  t h e  o i l  t r a d e  b u s i n e s s .

O n  1 5  M a r c h ,  M d .  N a z i m  ( 3 3 )  s u s t a i n e d  a  h e a d  i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t
P r e m i u m  T r a d e  C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h a t  s a m e  d a y ,  a n o t h e r  w o r k e r ,  M d .  R u b e l  ( 2 6 ) ,
a  c u t t e r  h e l p e r ,  w a s  i n j u r e d  i n  h i s  r i g h t  f o o t  w h e n  a n  i r o n  p i e c e  f e l l  d u r i n g
d i s m a n t l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  L a l b a g  S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d .  O n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,
1 6  M a r c h ,  M d .  S h a f i q u l  ( 3 2 ) ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f i t t e r  g r o u p ,  s u s t a i n e d  a  l e g
i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  K . S . B .  S t e e l .

https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
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B A N G L A D E S H  M E D I A  F O C U S E S  O N  T H E  R I S K S  O F  D I S M A N T L I N G  F P S O s
A N D  F S O s  O N  T H E  B E A C H E S
A  B a n g l a d e s h i  n e w s  o u t l e t ,  B e n a r  N e w s ,  c o m p i l e d  a  l i s t  o f  2 5  F l o a t i n g
P r o d u c t i o n  S t o r a g e  O f f l o a d i n g  ( F P S O )  a n d  F l o a t i n g  S t o r a g e  O f f l o a d i n g  ( F S O )
u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  d i s m a n t l e d  a t  1 0  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,
C h a t t o g r a m ,  b e t w e e n  2 0 1 5  a n d  2 0 2 4 .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  w e r e
i n t e r v i e w e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o n b o a r d  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  t h e
h e a l t h  r i s k s  t h e y  f a c e .  R a h m a n ,  w h o  b e g a n  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u t t e r  m a n  i n  1 9 9 3 ,
d e v e l o p e d  a  c h r o n i c  l u n g  d i s e a s e  i n  2 0 1 6  d u e  t o  p r o l o n g e d  e x p o s u r e  t o
a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s .  L i k e  m a n y  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  h e  h a n d l e d  a s b e s t o s
w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n .  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  h e  s a i d :  " A  d e c a d e
b a c k ,  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  c o u g h i n g  c o n s t a n t l y ,  I  c a m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g
w e n t  w r o n g  i n  m y  b o d y ,  ( … )  A f t e r  d e t e c t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s i s ,  I  u n d e r s t o o d
w h e r e  i t  c a m e  f r o m  –  m y  w o r k  a t  t h e  y a r d  l e f t  m e  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s
t o x i c  e l e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  h a s  c o s t  m e  m y  h e a l t h . ” .  A n o t h e r  w o r k e r ,  A n i s u r  ( 3 1 ) ,
t o l d  B e n a r  N e w s  t h a t  h e  f i r s t  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  a n d  o t h e r
h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  i n  2 0 1 6 — t h e  s a m e  y e a r  h e  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  a s b e s t o s i s .
T h i s  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  d e c a d e s  a f t e r  h e  b e g a n  w o r k i n g  i n  S i t a k u n d a  a n d
c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  F P S O  N o r t h  S e a  P r o d u c e r  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .
H e  a d d e d :  " I  s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o o k  s t e p s  t o  t e s t  f o r
r a d i a t i o n  e x p o s u r e ,  m a n y  w o r k e r s  w o u l d  b e  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  i t . "  T h e s e
t e s t i m o n i e s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  s e v e r e  h e a l t h  r i s k s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  e n d u r e
d u e  t o  i n a d e q u a t e  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  o v e r s i g h t  i n
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l  h a n d l i n g .

Y A R D S  O P E R A T I N G  W I T H O U T  P E R M I S S I O N  T O  U S E  F O R E S H O R E  A N D
D R E D G  S A N D
T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  I n l a n d  W a t e r  T r a n s p o r t  A u t h o r i t y  ( B I W T A )  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y
c a l l e d  o n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c l e a r a n c e
c e r t i f i c a t e s .  W h i l e  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h e
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s ,  c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e
o f  f o r e s h o r e  a r e a s  w i t h i n  r i v e r  p o r t s  w i t h o u t  o f f i c i a l  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  m o s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  c o n t i n u e  t o
e x p l o i t  f o r e s h o r e  a r e a s  a n d  d r e d g e  s a n d  w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  t h e  m a n d a t e d  f e e s .
O f  t h e  3 0  t o  4 0  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  o n l y  o n e  h a s
o b t a i n e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p e r m i s s i o n .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  o n g o i n g  v i o l a t i o n s ,  t h e
S i t a k u n d a  U p a z i l a  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  f i n e d  t h r e e  y a r d s — O W W  S h i p b r e a k i n g
Y a r d ,  S L  S t e e l  S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d ,  a n d  M o t h e r  S t e e l  L i m i t e d — f o r  t h e  i l l e g a l
e x t r a c t i o n  o f  s a n d  f r o m  t h e  c h a n n e l .

https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/bengali/chattogram-shipbreak-hazardous-radioactive-02032025081429.html
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/bengali/chattogram-shipbreak-hazardous-radioactive-02032025081429.html
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SAQU-29.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SAQU-29.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/spotlight-north-sea-producer-case/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/spotlight-north-sea-producer-case/
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P A K I S T A N  A T  A  P I V O T A L  T U R N I N G  P O I N T
T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  P a k i s t a n  h a s  r e c e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e
s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r  a s  a  f o r m a l  i n d u s t r y  a t  b o t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l
l e v e l s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o v i d e  r e g u l a t o r y  c l a r i t y ,  a t t r a c t  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  c r e a t e
j o b s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a l s o  p r o p o s e d  r e f o r m s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  K a r a c h i  S h i p y a r d  &  E n g i n e e r i n g  W o r k s ,  a  k e y  s h i p b u i l d i n g
f a c i l i t y .  T h i s  i n v e s t m e n t  a i m s  t o  r e d u c e  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s ,
r e t a i n  j o b s  a n d  w e a l t h  w i t h i n  P a k i s t a n ,  a n d  f o s t e r  a  m o r e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t
m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r y .

R e c o g n i s i n g  a  l e g i t i m a t e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r — o n e  t h a t  o p e r a t e s  i n  a n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n n e r ,  a w a y  f r o m  b e a c h i n g
p r a c t i c e s — w o u l d  m a r k  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  i n  h o w  P a k i s t a n  m a n a g e s  t h e
d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  o b s o l e t e  v e s s e l s .  T o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  i n v e s t m e n t
i n  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  i s  n o t  j u s t  b e n e f i c i a l ,  b u t
e s s e n t i a l .  

A M E N D M E N T S  T O  B A N G L A D E S H ’ S  S H I P  R E C Y C L I N G  A N D  H A Z A R D O U S
W A S T E  M A N A G E M E N T  L E G I S L A T I O N
O n  1 6  F e b r u a r y ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p r i v a t e - s e c t o r  s t a k e h o l d e r s  g a t h e r e d  t o
d i s c u s s  w a y s  t o  a l i g n  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r  w i t h  t h e  H K C ,  a s
w e l l  a s  k e y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  B a s e l ,  R o t t e r d a m ,  a n d  S t o c k h o l m  C o n v e n t i o n s .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  w o r k s h o p ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s  w i l l  d r a f t  a  p r o p o s a l ,
w h i c h  w i l l  t h e n  b e  c i r c u l a t e d  a m o n g  r e l e v a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  f o r
f i n a l  r e v i e w .  T h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  S h i p p i n g ,  M r .  S a k h a w a t  H o s s a i n
a n d  t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s ,  M r .  R a h m a n  K h a n ,  b o t h
e x p r e s s e d  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
i n d u s t r y .  M r s .  R i z w a n a  H a s a n ,  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t ,
F o r e s t ,  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  a n d  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s ,  c a l l e d  f o r  s t r i c t e r
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a n d  g r e a t e r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  S h e
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  m u s t  n o t  c o m e  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  h u m a n  l i v e s .
" W e  c a n n o t  j u s t i f y  s u s t a i n i n g  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  i f  i t  f a i l s  t o  m e e t  g l o b a l  s a f e t y
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a n d a r d s .  I  a m  p r e p a r e d  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t r y
o f  I n d u s t r y  t o  d e v e l o p  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  B a n g l a d e s h  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  a
d u m p i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  t o x i c  w a s t e  a n d  p r o t e c t  o u r  w o r k e r s  f r o m  u n k n o w n
h a z a r d s .  T h e  H i g h  C o u r t ’ s  d i r e c t i v e s ,  u p h e l d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  m u s t
n o t  b e  i g n o r e d , "  s h e  s t a t e d .  H a s a n  a l s o  u r g e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  r i g o r o u s l y
e n f o r c e  H i g h  C o u r t  r u l i n g s  p r o h i b i t i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  o n  t i d a l  b e a c h  a r e a s ,
s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  r u l i n g s  m u s t  b e  f u l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  n a t i o n a l
r e g u l a t i o n s .  

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/02/10/maritime-reforms-in-pakistan-strategic-leap-in-shipbuilding-and-recycling/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/02/10/maritime-reforms-in-pakistan-strategic-leap-in-shipbuilding-and-recycling/
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/bangladesh-moves-strengthen-ship-recycling-regulations-imo-1080746
https://indiashippingnews.com/bangladesh-moves-to-strengthen-ship-recycling-and-hazardous-waste-laws/
https://indiashippingnews.com/bangladesh-moves-to-strengthen-ship-recycling-and-hazardous-waste-laws/
https://unb.com.bd/category/Environment/shipbreaking-must-not-continue-at-the-expense-of-human-lives-rizwana/153605
https://unb.com.bd/category/Environment/shipbreaking-must-not-continue-at-the-expense-of-human-lives-rizwana/153605


I n  M a r c h ,  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  P o l i c y  I n s t i t u t e  ( S D P I ) ,  P l a t f o r m ’ s
m e m b e r  i n  P a k i s t a n ,  o r g a n i s e d  t h e  e v e n t  " C i r c u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  m a r i n e
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n  P a k i s t a n " .  T h e  e v e n t  a d d r e s s e d
a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  m a r i t i m e  i s s u e s ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  o n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
a n d  s h i p b u i l d i n g .  E x p e r t s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  o f  p o r t s — a s  t h e
b a c k b o n e  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  e c o n o m y — a n d  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e c o m e  h u b s  f o r
c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  b y  f a c i l i t a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  r e u s e  a n d  r e c y c l i n g .
A d m i r a l  S a l m a n ,  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  K a r a c h i  S h i p y a r d ,  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
n e e d  f o r  c l e a n e r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  K a r a c h i  S h i p y a r d  i s
i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m s ,  o i l  s p i l l  c o n t r o l
m e a s u r e s ,  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y - e n h a n c i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r  j e t  c u t t i n g .
D r .  A b i d  S u l e r i ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  S D P I ,  u n d e r s c o r e d  P a k i s t a n ’ s  s t r a t e g i c
m a r i t i m e  l o c a t i o n  a n d  i t s  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  g l o b a l  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  v a l u e
c h a i n .  H e  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r
c h a l l e n g e s  p o s e d  b y  c u r r e n t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  p o i n t i n g  t o  c h e m i c a l
a n d  o i l  s p i l l s  a n d  t h e  d u m p i n g  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a s  m a j o r  t h r e a t s  t o
b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  D r .  S u l e r i  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f
g r e e n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  m e t h o d s  t h a t  a r e  s o c i a l l y  i n c l u s i v e —
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  m a r g i n a l i z e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  w o m e n  b e n e f i t  e c o n o m i c a l l y
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s .  H e  a l s o  s h a r e d  t h a t  i n s i g h t s
f r o m  t h e  w e b i n a r  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  P a k i s t a n ’ s  N a t i o n a l
C i r c u l a r  E c o n o m y  P o l i c y ,  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d r a f t e d  b y  S D P I  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n
w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  ( U N E P ) .  D r .  A n e e l  S a l m a n ,
C h a i r  o f  E c o n o m i c  S e c u r i t y  a t  t h e  I s l a m a b a d  P o l i c y  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  ( I P R I ) ,
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  s y s t e m i c  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c i n g  P a k i s t a n ’ s  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r .
H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  r e g u l a t o r y  l o o p h o l e s ,
o u t d a t e d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  W o r k e r s  a t  t h e
G a d a n i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,  h e  s a i d ,  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c
s u b s t a n c e s  s u c h  a s  a s b e s t o s  a n d  P C B s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  w e a k  e n f o r c e m e n t
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  e n a b l e s  s h i p  o w n e r s  t o  e v a d e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y  f l a g g i n g  v e s s e l s  u n d e r  p e r m i s s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .
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https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1294665-western-countries-send-ships-to-gadani-under-falsified-documents
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1294665-western-countries-send-ships-to-gadani-under-falsified-documents
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail


M E E T I N G  O U R  S O U T H  A S I A N  M E M B E R S

Estab l i shed  in  2003  in  Bang ladesh ,  the  Occupat iona l  Sa fe ty  and  Hea l th
Env i ronment  (OSHE)  Foundat ion  i s  a  l ead ing  ins t i tu t ion  recogn i sed  fo r  i t s
impact fu l  work  in  Occupat iona l  Hea l th  and  Sa fe ty  (OHS) ,  l abour  s tandards ,
and  suppor t  fo r  occupat iona l  v i c t ims .  OSHE p layed  a  key  ro le  i n  shap ing  the
Nat iona l  Occupat iona l  Hea l th  and  Sa fe ty  Po l i cy  (2013 ) ,  cont inues  to
in f luence  l abour  l aw  re fo rms  and  cont r ibutes  to  the  improvement  o f  l abour
r i gh ts  i n  the  count ry .  OSHE has  a l so  been  a  p ioneer  i n  i n t roduc ing  and
promot ing  the  concept  o f  Jus t  T rans i t ion  a t  the  na t iona l  l eve l .  I t  has
par t i c ipa ted  in  severa l  g loba l  c l imate  confe rences ,  i nc lud ing  the  Par i s
Agreement ,  and  has  worked  to  contex tua l i se  jus t  t r ans i t ion  in  Bang ladesh
through  awareness  campa igns ,  sens i t i sa t ion  p rograms ,  and  knowledge-
shar ing  in i t i a t i ves .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  A  l a b o u r  s e c t o r  w h e r e  e v e r y  w o r k e r  t h r i v e s  i n  a  s a f e ,
j u s t ,  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  e f f e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  a n d
l e g a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  l a w s ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d
e m p o w e r m e n t  o f  w o r k e r s  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n .  W e  e n v i s i o n  a  f u t u r e
w h e r e  g r e e n  j o b s ,  a  f a i r  a n d  j u s t  t r a n s i t i o n ,  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  w o r k i n g
c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  n o r m .

W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  O S H E  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  s a f e t y ,  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s ,  a n d
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  I t  h a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e
s e c t o r ’ s  s e v e r e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  r i s k s — s u c h  a s  t o x i c  e x p o s u r e  a n d  u n s a f e
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s — a n d  w o r k s  w i t h  c i v i l  s o c i e t y ,  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s  t o  p r o m o t e  s a f e r ,  m o r e  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  p r a c t i c e s .
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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ENVIRONMENT FOUNDATION
TOWARDS JUST TRANSITION

https://oshefoundation.org/


Estab l i shed  in  1993 ,  the  Bang ladesh  Env i ronmenta l  Lawyers  Assoc ia t ion
(BELA)  i s  the  count ry ’ s  l ead ing  non-pro f i t  o rgan i sa t ion  commi t ted  to
advanc ing  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i ce .  As  the  on ly  o rgan i sa t ion  o f  i t s  k ind  in
Bang ladesh ,  BELA has  ga ined  s i gn i f i cant  recogn i t ion  both  na t iona l l y  and
in te rna t iona l l y  fo r  i t s  unwaver ing  e f fo r t s  to  p romote  env i ronmenta l
p ro tec t ion  and  jus t i ce .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  B E L A  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  c o m m u n i t y  e m p o w e r m e n t ,
e n s u r i n g  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i g h t s  i n  a  j u s t ,  e q u i t a b l e ,  a n d  g e n d e r - s e n s i t i v e  m a n n e r .

While the industry obviously wants to make money, and the government sees the
industry as a source of economic revenue, there is no long-term plan on how to
transform the sector in a just and sustainable way. Just transition, in this case, is a
pathway that needs to be explored and must involve the government, employers,
trade unions, local communities, and NGOs to identify the gaps and bottlenecks for
a just transition. Community actions, skilling and reskilling, and good governance
must be secured. This requires effective social dialogues so that the transition
becomes real—and not just another example of greenwashing.

Repon Chowdhury, Executive Director OSHE
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BANGLADESH ENVIRONMENTAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION (BELA)
DEFENDING THE ENVIRONMENT, EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00141844.2023.2208309
https://belabangla.org/


Shipbreaking activities in Bangladesh continue to present serious threats to human
health and the environment. Immediate and decisive action is essential to enforce
stringent regulations, eliminate hazardous waste practices, control pollution,
protect the environment and safeguard the rights and well-being of workers. BELA
remains unwavering in its commitment to ensuring accountability across all
stakeholders and advancing a just and sustainable transformation of the
shipbreaking sector.

Taslima Islam, Executive Director or BELA

W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  B E L A  h a s  b e e n  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r
s a f e r ,  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  T h e
o r g a n i s a t i o n  p l a y s  a  k e y  r o l e  i n  h o l d i n g  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
s t a k e h o l d e r s  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  a n d  h u m a n
r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  T h r o u g h  s t r a t e g i c
l e g a l  a d v o c a c y ,  i m p a c t f u l  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n s ,  B E L A
w o r k s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  s e v e r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s — s u c h  a s  t o x i c  w a s t e
a n d  p o l l u t i o n — a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s h i p b r e a k i n g ,  w h i l e  a l s o  c h a m p i o n i n g  t h e
r i g h t s  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  w o r k e r s .  C o l l a b o r a t i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s ,  a n d  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  n e t w o r k s ,  B E L A  h a s  b e e n
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  p u s h i n g  f o r  s t r i c t e r  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  h i g h e r  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d
e f f e c t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  m e c h a n i s m s .  N o t a b l y ,  B E L A  f i l e d  s i x  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t
L i t i g a t i o n s  ( P I L s ) ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  o v e r  5 0  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i r e c t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  c o u r t s
t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  a l s o
l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t w o  l a n d m a r k  R u l e s  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  2 0 1 1  a n d
t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  R u l e s  A c t  i n  2 0 1 8 .
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND POLICY INSTITUTE (SDPI)
A CATALYST FOR SUSTAINABLE AND JUST DEVELOPMENT

https://sdpi.org/


Current shipbreaking practices pose significant environmental and labour
challenges, such as chemical spills, oil leaks, and improper disposal of hazardous
materials, all of which threaten coastal biodiversity and local communities. The
growing global shift towards sustainable maritime practices and the adoption of
circular economy models, urge Pakistan to modernise its regulatory framework to
align with international standards.

Dr. Abid Suleri, Executive Director SDPI

Founded  in  August  1992 ,  the  Sus ta inab le  Deve lopment  and  Po l i cy  Ins t i tu te
(SDPI )  was  es tab l i shed  based  on  the  recommendat ions  o f  Pak i s tan ' s  Nat iona l
Conserva t ion  S t ra tegy  (NCS ) ,  a l so  known as  Pak i s tan ’ s  Agenda  21 .  Th i s
v i s ionary  document ,  approved  by  the  Federa l  Cab inet  in  March  1992 ,  p l aced
Pak i s tan ’ s  soc io -economic  deve lopment  w i th in  the  f ramework  o f  a  na t iona l
env i ronmenta l  p l an .  I t  out l i ned  the  necess i ty  o f  c rea t ing  an  independent ,
non-prof i t  o rgan i sa t ion  to  p rov ide  exper t i se  in  po l i cy  ana lys i s ,  deve lopment ,
in te rvent ion ,  and  adv i sory  se rv i ces .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  S D P I ' s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t
b y  e n h a n c i n g  p e a c e ,  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  f o r  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e
g e n e r a t i o n s .

W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  S D P I  w o r k  f o c u s e s  o n  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  s a f e r  a n d  m o r e
s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e
c o n t e x t  o f  P a k i s t a n ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  l a n d s c a p e .  T h e
i n s t i t u t e  p r o v i d e s  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ,  f o c u s i n g  o n
m i n i m i s i n g  t o x i c  w a s t e ,  p o l l u t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  i m p a c t s  o n
w o r k e r s .  T h r o u g h  r e s e a r c h ,  a d v o c a c y ,  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  l o c a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  S D P I  w o r k s  t o w a r d s  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  r e g u l a t o r y
f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a d h e r e  t o  b o t h
n a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  
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The  Center  fo r  Ru le  o f  Law i s  an  independent ,  non-governmenta l ,  non-prof i t ,
non-po l i t i ca l  and  non-sec ta r i an  (non- re l i g ious )  o rgan i sa t ion  wh ich  a ims  to
promote  ins t i tu t iona l  awareness  o f  l aw  in  Pak i s tan ,  and  abroad .  CROLI  has
cont r ibuted  towards  the  t ra in ing  o f  l ega l  s ta f f  and  jud i c i a ry ,  i nc lud ing
judges ,  l awyers ,  p rosecutors  and  government  o f f i c i a l s .  CROLI ,  th rough  i t s
founder  Muhammad Ma j id  Bash i r ,  a l so  has  the  honour  o f  t ra in ing
prosecutors  and  judges  a t  a  na t iona l  l eve l  i n  the  Federa l  Jud ic i a l  Academy .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  T o  h e l p  a n d  g u i d e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  P a k i s t a n  t o  p l a y  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  r o l e s  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  p e o p l e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b y
i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  R u l e  o f  L a w .  W e  w i s h  t o  s e e  a  p e a c e f u l ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  a n d
p r o s p e r o u s  P a k i s t a n  t h a t  o f f e r s  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a l l  i t s  C i t i z e n s ;  a
P a k i s t a n  w h e r e  R u l e  o f  L a w  t a k e s  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  a n d
w h e r e  l i f e  a n d  a f f a i r s  a n c i l l a r y  t h e r e t o  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  l a w  r a t h e r  t h a n
p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  c h o i c e .  

W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  C R O L I  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  a
s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n
P a k i s t a n .  T h e y  h a v e  r a i s e d  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a b o u t
e x i s t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  C R O L I  p r o p o s e d
a  d r a f t  r e g u l a t o r y  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a l o c h i s t a n ,  a i m i n g  t o
s e t  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s a f e r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .
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CENTER FOR RULE OF LAW ISLAMABAD (CROLI)
UPHOLDING THE RULE OF LAW

https://pakngos.com.pk/ngo/center-for-rule-of-law-islamabad-croli/


When injustice becomes law, resistance becomes duty.

Judge Muhammad Majid Bashir, Founder of CROLI

Founded  in  2008  in  New De lh i ,  I nd ia ,  the  Lega l  In i t i a t i ve  fo r  Fores t  and
Env i ronment  ( L IFE )  was  es tab l i shed  w i th  the  m iss ion  o f  p romot ing
env i ronmenta l  democracy .  L IFE  i s  a  na t iona l  l eve l  pub l i c  in te res t
env i ronmenta l  l aw g roup  wh ich  app l i es  a  un ique  combinat ion  o f  l aw ,  sc ience
and  advocacy  to  p rotec t  b iod ivers i ty  hotspots ,  f lo ra  and  fauna ,  c lean  up  a i r
and  water  and  protec t  vu lnerab le  communi t ies  wh i le  ensur ing  tha t  Ind ia
adopts  and  imp lements  a  low carbon  path  o f  deve lopment  and  s t rengthen ing
c l imate  res i l i ence .  Access  to  In format ion ,  Pub l i c  Par t i c ipa t ion ,  and  Access  to
Jus t i ce  in  env i ronmenta l  mat te rs ,  empower ing  communi t ies  and  ind iv idua l s
to  engage  ac t ive ly  in  the  p rotec t ion  and  sus ta inab le  management  o f  the
env i ronment .  L IFE  has  been  awarded  the  2021  R ight  L ive l ihood  Award ,  a l so
known as  the  A l te rnat ive  Nobe l  P r i ze .  I t  was  honoured  fo r  i t s  i nnovat ive
lega l  work  empower ing  communi t ies  to  p rotec t  the i r  resources  in  the  pursu i t
o f  env i ronmenta l  democracy  in  Ind ia .
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LEGAL INITIATIVE FOR FOREST AND ENVIRONMENT (LIFE)
TOWARDS ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

https://thelifeindia.org.in/
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Miss ion  and  V i s ion :  Advanc ing  env i ronmenta l  democracy  and  jus t i ce  th rough
thes t ra teg i c  use  o f  l aw  and  sc ient i f i c ,  ev idence-based  advocacy .  Our  v i s ion
i s  to  d r i ve  mean ingfu l  re fo rm in  env i ronmenta l  l aw  by  spark ing  new
conversa t ions  and  innovat ive  approaches .  Through  l ega l  i n te rvent ions  and
sc ient i f i c  research ,  we  s t r i ve  to  c rea te  a  more  jus t  and  sus ta inab le  fu ture .  

Work  on  Sh ipbreak ing :  L IFE  has  been  a  member  o f  the  P la t fo rm s ince  2008 .
I t  has  been  work ing  on  document ing  comp l i ance  w i th  env i ronmenta l  l aws
wi th  respect  to  sh ipbreak ing  in  Ind ia .  Spec i f i ca l l y ,  i t  has  focused  on  the
Env i ronment  Impact  Assessment  and  Coas ta l  Regu la t ion  Zone  so  fa r  a s
ex i s t ing  and  new sh ip  b reak ing  ya rds  a re  concerned .  

Tox ics  L ink ,  a  non  -p rof i t  o rgan i sa t ion  reg i s te red  in  New De lh i ,  I nd ia ,  i s  an
in i t i a t i ve  o f  The  Jus t  Env i ronment  Char i tab le  T rus t .  I t  emerged  f rom the
cr i t i ca l  need  to  address  knowledge  gaps  re l a t ing  to  the  i s sues  o f  tox i c i ty
and  waste  and  the i r  impacts  on  the  env i ronment  and  human  hea l th ,
espec ia l l y  on  vu lnerab le  and  marg ina l i sed  communi t ies .

Miss ion  and  V i s ion :  Focus  on  was te  and  chemica l  i s sues  to  he lp  fo rmu la te
and  imp lement  soc ia l l y  j us t ,  env i ronmenta l l y  sa fe ,  and  sus ta inab le  so lu t ions .
These  inc lude  sa fe r ,  respons ib le  was te  management  and  reduct ion  p rac t i ces
as  pa r t  o f  c i r cu la r  resource  f lows  and  the  subs t i tu t ion ,  reduct ion ,  and
e l im ina t ion  o f  haza rdous  chemica l s .

Work  on  Sh ipbreak ing :  Tox ics  L ink  mon i to rs  the  env i ronmenta l  impact  o f  the
sh ipbreak ing  indus t ry  in  Ind ia ,  a ssess ing  cond i t ions  and  advocat ing  fo r
improved  regu la tory  f rameworks  and  prac t i ces  tha t  p rotec t  both  workers
and  ecosys tems .

TOXICS LINK
FOR A TOXICS-FREE WORLD 

https://toxicslink.org/


The shipbreaking industry in Alang poses serious threat to the environment on
account of extremely hazardous and dangerous operations executed in a closed
environment. It has resisted any move to bring in any form of transparency either
through integration of technology or any other form of monitoring and oversight
mechanism. It cannot be business as usual and it must change.

Satish Sinha, Associate Director at Toxics Link
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R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

H O W  R I C H  N A T I O N S  D U M P  O L D  C R U I S E  S H I P S  A N D  O I L  T A N K E R S  I N
D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  

B u s i n e s s  I n s i d e r ,  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  n e w s  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  r e c e n t l y  r e l e a s e d  a
d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  t h e  G a d a n i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  P a k i s t a n — t h e  w o r l d ’ s  t h i r d -
l a r g e s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  h u b .  T h e  f i l m  r e v e a l s  h o w  m a n y  d e c o m m i s s i o n e d
v e s s e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  a r r i v e  i n  G a d a n i  t h r o u g h
i l l e g a l  c h a n n e l s ,  o f t e n  u n d e r  “ f l a g s  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ”  t h a t  a l l o w  s h i p  o w n e r s
t o  e v a d e  s t r i c t e r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  d o c u m e n t a r y  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n  t h e  b r o a d e r
s t r u g g l e s  f a c e d  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  P a k i s t a n  i n  m a n a g i n g  t h e  i n f l u x
o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  a n d  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  s t r i c t e r
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  I t  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  g l o b a l
s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y ’ s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  p r a c t i c e s
p r o t e c t  b o t h  h u m a n  l i v e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

J u l y  2 0 2 4
A h m e d  I m t i a z  C h o w d h u r y ,  S a i f u l  I s l a m

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f r o m
B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  o n  i t s  w o r k e r s .  I t  a l s o  a i m e d  t o  i d e n t i f y
t h e  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  w o r k e r s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e
i n d u s t r y  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  i n c l u d e d  1 2 0
s e m i - c l o s e - e n d e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  1 3  i n - d e p t h  i n t e r v i e w s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  b o t h
t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d  s o u t h e r n  r e g i o n s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  e t h n o g r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s ,
a n d  s e c o n d a r y  r e s e a r c h .  R e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a g e d  1 8  a n d  a b o v e  a n d
r e p r e s e n t e d  d i v e r s e  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  f i n d i n g s
r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u t - m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s  f a c e  a  r a n g e  o f  c h a l l e n g e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  i s s u e s ,  s o c i a l  s t i g m a ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r a u m a ,  l i m i t e d
e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  m o b i l i t y .  T h e  s t u d y
c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  c r e a t e s  m o r e  b a r r i e r s  t h a n
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  o n c e  t h e y  e x i t  t h e  s e c t o r .  O n l y  a  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y ,
p r i m a r i l y  t h o s e  w h o  h e l d  t e c h n i c a l  o r  s u p e r v i s o r y  p o s i t i o n s ,  w e r e  a b l e  t o
d e r i v e  t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e
r e s e a r c h  h i g h l i g h t s  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  h a s  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  d e t r i m e n t a l
i m p a c t  o n  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d  p r o s p e c t s  o f  o u t - m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s .

B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  I n d u s t r y :  I s  i t  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y  o r  O b s t a c l e s  f o r
O u t - M i g r a n t  W o r k e r s ?
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https://www.businessinsider.com/rich-nations-dump-old-cruise-ships-oil-tankers-developing-countries-2025-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/rich-nations-dump-old-cruise-ships-oil-tankers-developing-countries-2025-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/rich-nations-dump-old-cruise-ships-oil-tankers-developing-countries-2025-3
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/article/view/11302/4358
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/article/view/11302/4358
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O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  i n  T u r k e y :  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  F u t u r e  D i r e c t i o n  ( 2 0 2 4 )

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s
R e g u l a t i o n s  t o  S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”  -  I n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a t c h  ( 2 0 2 3 )

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
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https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Turkey-Report-2023-NGOSBP.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  8 2 2 1  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t
4 7 3  d e a t h s  a n d  5 1 7  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  m o n i t o r e d .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign/


SUPPORT
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !
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	Corporation in Shitalpur—one of the shipbreaking yards that holds a
	Statement of Compliance with the Hong Kong Convention (HKC). The fire
	left Shohil with serious hearing loss. The incident occurred onboard the
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	which claimed the lives of seven workers and seriously injured more than
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	While the industry obviously wants to make money, and the government sees the industry as a source of economic revenue, there is no long-term plan on how to transform the sector in a just and sustainable way. Just transition, in this case, is a pathway that needs to be explored and must involve the government, employers, trade unions, local communities, and NGOs to identify the gaps and bottlenecks for a just transition. Community actions, skilling and reskilling, and good governance must be secured. This requires effective social dialogues so that the transition becomes real—and not just another example of greenwashing.
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	Current shipbreaking practices pose significant environmental and labour challenges, such as chemical spills, oil leaks, and improper disposal of hazardous materials, all of which threaten coastal biodiversity and local communities. The growing global shift towards sustainable maritime practices and the adoption of circular economy models, urge Pakistan to modernise its regulatory framework to align with international standards.
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	When injustice becomes law, resistance becomes duty.
	Judge Muhammad Majid Bashir, Founder of CROLI
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