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Vessels are recycled in facilities that
ensure clean, safe, and just practices
that provide workers with decent jobs.
Vessels will be toxic-free and no longer
cause harm to workers, local
communities, or the environment at
end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe,
and just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the
dumping of end-of-life vessels on the
beaches of developing countries. Our
commitment to finding sustainable
global solutions is based on the respect
of human and workers’ rights and the
principles of environmental justice,
producer responsibility, ‘polluter pays’,
and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we share
important updates on global
developments in ship recycling. It
offers an overview of accidents,
particularly those occurring on the
beaches of South Asia, namely in
Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan,
alongside relevant media coverage, and
recent research and relevant readings.
Our goal is to raise public awareness of
the many harmful impacts of
shipbreaking in South Asia, highlighting
efforts to strengthen the protection of
workers’ rights and the environment, as
well as showcasing innovation and
environmentally sound ship recycling
practices. 
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S H I P B R E A K I N G  R E C O R D S  



P A K I S T A N :  A L E R T  O V E R  I M P O R T  O F  “ D A R K  F L E E T ”  V E S S E L  P O S I N G
S I G N I F I C A N T  R I S K S  
O n  9  M a r c h ,  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  a l e r t e d  B a s e l  F o c a l  P o i n t s  a n d
g o v e r n m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  P a k i s t a n  t o  s t o p  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  t h e  U . S . -
s a n c t i o n e d  v e s s e l  V L C C  C E R E S  I  ( I M O  9 2 2 9 4 3 9 ) .  T h e  v e s s e l ,  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e
M A L I ,  w a s  a n c h o r e d  a t  t h e  K a r a c h i  P o r t .  L o c a l  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e
v e s s e l  w a s  a b o u t  t o  b e  b e a c h e d  a t  a  y a r d  i n  G a d a n i  f o r  s c r a p p i n g .  T h i s
v e s s e l  h a s  b e e n  o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e
T r e a s u r y  f o r  i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  " d a r k  f l e e t "  t r a n s p o r t i n g  i l l i c i t  o i l .  I n  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e
v e s s e l  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  m a j o r  c o l l i s i o n  a n d  f i r e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  s h i p .  T h e r e
a r e  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  r e s i d u a l  o i l  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  m a k i n g
i t  a  " t i c k i n g  t i m e  b o m b "  a t  r i s k  o f  e x p l o s i o n  o r  f i r e  d u r i n g  d i s m a n t l i n g
o p e r a t i o n s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  b y  l o c a l
s o u r c e s  g i v e  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  a m o u n t s  o f  h a z a r d o u s
w a s t e  s t i l l  l e f t  o n  b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  ( e . g .  a s b e s t o s ,  P C B s ,  t o x i c  s l u d g e )  h a v e
n o t  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  i n  i t s  I n v e n t o r y  o f  H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s  ( I H M ) .  A  v a l i d
I H M  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  v e s s e l ’ s  a p p r o v a l  t o  b e  i m p o r t e d  t o  P a k i s t a n
l e g a l l y .  P a k i s t a n  i s  s i g n a t o r y  t o  t h e  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e  C o n t r o l  o f
T r a n s b o u n d a r y  M o v e m e n t s  o f  H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e  a n d  t h e i r  D i s p o s a l .  U n d e r
t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  t r a d e  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  t h a t  a r e  l i k e l y  c o n t a i n e d
w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  C E R E S  I  i s  s t r i c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  P r i o r
I n f o r m e d  C o n s e n t  ( P I C )  i s  r e q u i r e d  b e t w e e n  e x p o r t i n g  a n d  i m p o r t i n g
c o u n t r i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T r a d e  W i n d s ,  t h e  B a l o c h i s t a n  r e g i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s
h a v e  a d v i s e d  r e c y c l e r s  i n  G a d a n i  n o t  t o  b u y  t h e  v e s s e l ,  i s s u i n g  a  w a r n i n g :
“ I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  s h i p  r e c y c l e r s ,  i t  i s  h e r e b y  s t r i c t l y  a d v i s e d  t h a t  n o
s h i p  r e c y c l e r s  s h o u l d  p u r c h a s e  t h i s  v e s s e l  f o r  r e c y c l i n g  p u r p o s e s ,  a s  t h e
e n t r y  o f  s u c h  v e s s e l s  i s  s t r i c t l y  b a n n e d  a t  G a d a n i  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  y a r d .
T h e r e f o r e ,  a n y  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  c o n c e r n e d  s h i p
r e c y c l e r s  h a v i n g  t o  b e a r  t h e  l e g a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h
a p p l i c a b l e  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s . ” .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  h i g h
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  v e s s e l  w i l l  n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  b e  b e a c h e d .  A s  o f  t h e
e n d  o f  M a r c h ,  t h e  v e s s e l  C E R E S  r e m a i n s  a n c h o r e d  a t  K a r a c h i  P o r t ,  a w a i t i n g
f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
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C A S E S  A N D  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/regulation/sanctioned-vlcc-involved-in-fatal-hafnia-collision-banned-from-pakistan-scrap-yard/2-1-1958777?lid=yjt4xtfwdnwd&tw-daily-newsletter%3Futm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=2026-03-12&utm_content=tw-daily-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_term=braze_epost
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T h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  c o l l e c t s  d a t a  o n  a c c i d e n t s  i n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
y a r d s  w o r l d w i d e .  I n  T u r k e y  a n d  S o u t h  A s i a ,  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  b a s e d  o n
l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  m e d i a  r e p o r t s .  I n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  a s  t h e  s e c t o r  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a
s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  l a c k  o f  p u b l i s h e d  o f f i c i a l  d a t a ,  m a n y
i n c i d e n t s  l i k e l y  g o  u n r e p o r t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n ,  w h e r e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  d o  n o t  p u b l i s h  d a t a .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
a b s e n c e  o f  d a t a  o n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,  b o t h  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  a n d  i n  T u r k e y ,
i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r ,  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a s  w o r k e r s
a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c s  u n k n o w i n g l y  d a i l y .   

BANGLADESH  
O n  1  J a n u a r y ,  A b d u l  K h a l e k  ( 3 4 )  a n d  M d .  S h a i f u l  I s l a m  ( 3 8 ) ,  b o t h  s e c u r i t y
g u a r d s ,  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  b e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  S E A P E A K  A S I A
( I M O  9 2 3 6 4 2 0 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S e a p e a k ,  a t  K . R .  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  Y a r d  a t  n i g h t ,
d e s p i t e  n i g h t  s h i f t s  b e i n g  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  B a n g l a d e s h i  l a w .  T h e  b o d y  o f  o n e
w o r k e r  a n d  t h e  s e v e r e d  b o d y  p a r t s  o f  a n o t h e r  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d  o n  t h e  c o a s t .
L o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  N G O s  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  a  w o r k p l a c e  a c c i d e n t ,
c o n t r a d i c t i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  a t t e m p t  b y  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r  t o  d e n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y
c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e a t h s  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  a  r o b b e r y  a t  t h e  y a r d  a n d  a n  e x t e r n a l
a t t a c k .  I n d u s t r i a l  P o l i c e  I n s p e c t o r  N a h i d  H a s a n  M r i d h a  s t a t e d  t h a t
p r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  d e a t h s  w e r e  l i k e l y  c a u s e d  b y  a n  a c c i d e n t
d u r i n g  t h e  b e a c h i n g  o p e r a t i o n  a t  n i g h t  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  i n i t i a l
e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  a  r o b b e r y .   A c c o r d i n g  t o  I n d u s t r i A L L ,  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f
1 . 1  m i l l i o n  B D T  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 6 0 0  e u r o s )  w a s  p a i d  t o  e a c h  f a m i l y  a f t e r
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  S E A P E A K  A S I A ,  t h e
v e s s e l ’ s  r a p i d  f l a g  c h a n g e s ,  f r o m  S p a i n  t o  t h e  B a h a m a s  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n d
a g a i n  i n  D e c e m b e r  t o  S t  K i t t s  a n d  N e v i s ,  a p p e a r  a s  a  s c h e m e  t o  e v a d e  t h e
E U  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  R e g u l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  E U - f l a g g e d  s h i p s  t o  b e
s c r a p p e d  o n l y  i n  E U - a p p r o v e d  y a r d s .  N o  y a r d s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  a r e  o n  t h e  E U
L i s t .  

O n  5  M a r c h ,  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  f e l l  o n  R a b u l  ( 2 2 ) ,  i n j u r i n g  h i s  l e g .  R a b u l  w a s
w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u t t e r  m a n  i n s i d e  a  s h i p  a t  J a n a t a  S t e e l .  T h e  y a r d  h a s  r e c e i v e d
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n .  I t  w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y
t h e  s h i p .   

ACC IDENTS

https://shipbreakingplatform.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb94b4a01d7786c5e6f506be3&id=1ee85e65e9&e=4d27e2fc36
https://shipbreakingplatform.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb94b4a01d7786c5e6f506be3&id=1ee85e65e9&e=4d27e2fc36
https://shipbreakingplatform.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb94b4a01d7786c5e6f506be3&id=da4d0a65e3&e=4d27e2fc36
https://shipbreakingplatform.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb94b4a01d7786c5e6f506be3&id=2c488cee87&e=4d27e2fc36
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T U R K E Y  
O n  1 1  J a n u a r y ,  S a l i h  A t a m a n  ( 4 9 )  d i e d  a t  B l a d e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  y a r d  i n  A l i a ğ a ,
T u r k e y ,  w h e n  a  m a s s i v e  h o o k  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  a  c r a n e  a n d  f e l l  o n  h i m .  S a l i h
A t a m a n  w a s  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  D i s c o v e r e r  A m e r i c a s ,  a  d r i l l s h i p  o w n e d  b y  U S -
b a s e d  T r a n s o c e a n  L t d .  I n  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  m o n t h s ,  t h r e e  t r a g i c  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t s
t o o k  p l a c e  i n  A l i a ğ a .  D e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  w a r n i n g s  b y  c i v i l  s o c i e t y
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  i n a d e q u a t e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t
i n s p e c t i o n s ,  a n d  w e a k  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  l a b o u r  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e g u l a t i o n s
c o n t i n u e  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  c a u s e  a c c i d e n t s  t h a t  c o u l d
h a v e  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d .  

D E V E L O P M E N T S  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E
B A N G L A D E S H  
T O X I C  C O L O N I A L I S M  I N  T H E  B A Y  O F  B E N G A L  
I n s i d e  C l i m a t e  N e w s ,  a  U S  m e d i a  o u t l e t ,  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  F e b r u a r y
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  h u m a n  h a r m s  o f  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  r e p o r t  p r e s e n t s  t h e
i n d u s t r y  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t o x i c  t r a d e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  w h e r e
w a s t e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  e x p o r t e d  f r o m  w e a l t h y  n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  G l o b a l  S o u t h
u n d e r  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  p r o v i d e s  e m p l o y m e n t  f o r  l o c a l
c o m m u n i t i e s .  P h o t o g r a p h e r  S p e n c e r  C a l l ,  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n
B a n g l a d e s h ,  d o c u m e n t e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  a s  f o l l o w s :  “ T h e  v i l l a g e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  a r e a  a r e  o d d l y
r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  j u s t  e n d u r e d  b a t t l e . ”  S p e n c e r  C a l l  a d d e d
t h a t  “ a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  b e a r  p e r m a n e n t  i n j u r i e s , ”  m a n y  r e l y i n g
o n  c r u t c h e s  o r  w h e e l c h a i r s  a f t e r  l o s i n g  t h e i r  l i m b s .   

I N D I A  
N E W  M A R I T I M E  H U B  I N  T A M I L  N A D U ,  I N D I A  
I n d i a  a i m s  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r y ,  a t t r a c t  p r i v a t e
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  p o s i t i o n  I n d i a  a s  a  g l o b a l  l e a d e r  i n  s h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t  t h r o u g h
b u d g e t  a l l o c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  ₹ 2 5 , 0 0 0 - c r o r e  ( a p p r o x .  € 2 . 3 1  b i l l i o n )
M a r i t i m e  D e v e l o p m e n t  F u n d  a n d  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  c a p a c i t y
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  s k i l l s - b u i l d i n g .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,
t h e  p o r t  o f  T h o o t h u k u d i  i n  T a m i l  N a d u ,  o n  t h e  E a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  I n d i a ,  i s
b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  a s  a n  e n e r g y - e f f i c i e n t  m a r i t i m e  h u b  e n t i r e l y  p o w e r e d  b y
s o l a r  a n d  o t h e r  r e n e w a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  r e c y c l i n g
c a p a c i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  p o r t .  

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fatal-accidents-in-aliaga-continue-to-raise-serious-concerns-on-turkish-shipbreaking-yards-safety/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/02022026/toxic-colonialism-on-the-bay-of-bengal/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ports-shipping/india-pushes-for-green-ship-recycling-euro-compliant-yards-to-boost-maritime-sector/129552908
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W o r k - R e l a t e d  M i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  A l a n g  S h i p - B r e a k i n g  I n d u s t r y  f r o m  O t h e r
P a r t s  o f  I n d i a :  A n  O v e r v i e w  o f  H e a l t h - R e l a t e d  I s s u e  -  R a j a  S i n g h  a n d
A r t h u r  L .  F r a n k  
2 0 2 5

T h i s  s t u d y  f o c u s e s  o n  m i g r a t i o n  a n d  h e a l t h  r i s k s  a m o n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g
w o r k e r s  i n  A l a n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  I n d i a ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h a t  m a n y  w o r k e r s
a t  A l a n g  a r e  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a n  G u j a r a t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
l i k e l y  t o  d e v e l o p  a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d  d i s e a s e s ,  s u c h  a s  m e s o t h e l i o m a ,  y e a r s  o r
d e c a d e s  a f t e r  e x p o s u r e ,  o f t e n  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  h o m e  v i l l a g e s .
B e c a u s e  I n d i a  l a c k s  a  n a t i o n a l  m i g r a n t  w o r k e r  d a t a b a s e ,  t r a c k i n g  t h e s e  l o n g -
t e r m  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  h a s  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t .  T o  a d d r e s s  t h i s ,  t h e  s t u d y  u s e d
d a t a  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  R i g h t  t o  I n f o r m a t i o n  A c t  ( 2 0 0 5 )  t o  i d e n t i f y  w h e r e
w o r k e r s  i n  2 0 1 9  c a m e  f r o m .  I t  f o u n d  t h a t  m o s t  m i g r a n t s  o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m
d i s t r i c t s  i n  U t t a r  P r a d e s h ,  J h a r k h a n d ,  a n d  B i h a r .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  I n d i a n
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  m a n d a t e d  t h a t  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  a s b e s t o s -
r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  b e  m a i n t a i n e d f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 5  y e a r s  a f t e r  e m p l o y m e n t
e n d s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  l o n g - l a t e n c y  d i s e a s e s ,  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  h a s
n o t  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  l a c k  o f  c o m p l i a n c e
f u r t h e r  w e a k e n s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m o n i t o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  a n d
e n s u r e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  T h e  a r t i c l e  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  d i s t r i c t s  f r o m  w h e r e  w o r k e r s  c a m e  f r o m  f o r  p u b l i c
h e a l t h  p l a n n i n g  a s  i t  c a n  h e l p  m o n i t o r  a n d  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l o n g - t e r m
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d  d i s e a s e s  a n d  g u i d e  p o l i c i e s  f o r  m o n i t o r i n g ,
p r e v e n t i o n ,  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  w h e r e  w o r k e r s  e v e n t u a l l y
r e t u r n .   
 
F r o m  S a n c t i o n s  t o  t h e  S c r a p y a r d :  C o n f r o n t i n g  a  G r o w i n g  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
T h r e a t  -  G o n z a l o  S a i z  E r a u s q u i n ,  R o y a l  U n i t e d  S e r v i c e s  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
D e f e n c e  a n d  S e c u r i t y  S t u d i e s  R U S I   
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T h e  a r t i c l e  a r g u e s  t h a t  s a n c t i o n s  t a r g e t i n g  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “ s h a d o w  f l e e t ”  o f
v e s s e l s  u s e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  i l l i c i t  o i l  a r e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  c r e a t i n g  a  g r o w i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i s k .  A s  t h e s e  s h i p s  a g e  a n d  b e c o m e  c o m m e r c i a l l y  a n d  l e g a l l y
c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  s a n c t i o n s ,  t h e y  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e l l ,  i n s u r e ,  o r
r e c y c l e  t h r o u g h  c o m p l i a n t  c h a n n e l s .  
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APRIL 2026SQU #1 //

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12164759/
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/sanctions-scrapyard-confronting-growing-environmental-threat


T h i s  l e a v e s  m a n y  v e s s e l s  e f f e c t i v e l y  s t r a n d e d ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  o p e r a t e  d e s p i t e
p o o r  c o n d i t i o n  o r  f a c i n g  u n c e r t a i n  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  u n s a f e  e n d - o f - l i f e
o u t c o m e s .  T h e  r e s u l t  i s  a  d u a l  t h r e a t :  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e s e  a g e i n g  t a n k e r s
r e m a i n  i n  s e r v i c e  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h e y  s h o u l d ,  h e i g h t e n i n g  t h e  r i s k  o f  a c c i d e n t s ,
s p i l l s ,  a n d  p o l l u t i o n ;  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  v i a b l e ,  r e g u l a t e d  r e c y c l i n g
p a t h w a y s  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b a n d o n e d  o r  d i s m a n t l e d
u n d e r  s u b s t a n d a r d  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  a r t i c l e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s a n c t i o n s  a l o n e  a r e
i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  m a y ,  i n  f a c t ,  e x a c e r b a t e  i t  i f  n o t
p a i r e d  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s .  I t  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  p o l i c y m a k e r s  m u s t  a d d r e s s
t h e  f u l l  l i f e c y c l e  o f  t h e s e  v e s s e l s  b y  e n a b l i n g  s a f e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
s o u n d  r e c y c l i n g  o p t i o n s  o r  r i s k  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  a  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  f l e e t
t h a t  p o s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  l o n g - t e r m  d a n g e r s  t o  b o t h  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t .  

S t u d y  o n  f l a g  S t a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  ' o p e n  r e g i s t e r s '  f o r  v e s s e l
r e g i s t r a t i o n  -  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n
1 2  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6

T h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a n  u p - t o - d a t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e
e c o n o m i c  d y n a m i c s  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  s o - c a l l e d  “ o p e n  r e g i s t e r s ” ,
o f t e n  c a l l e d  “ f l a g s  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ”  ( F o C ) ,  f o r  s e a - g o i n g  v e s s e l s .  T h i s
a n a l y s i s  f o c u s e s  o n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  i m p a c t s  o n  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s e c u r i t y  p o l i c y  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  ( E U )
a n d  r e l e v a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k s .  T h e  s t u d y  h i g h l i g h t s  h o w  F o C s  r e l y
o n  o p a q u e  o w n e r s h i p  s t r u c t u r e s ,  w e a k  o v e r s i g h t ,  a n d  p o o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r u l e s ,  e n a b l i n g  h a r m f u l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a d i c t  E U
s t a n d a r d s ,  g l o b a l  c o m m i t m e n t s ,  a n d  p u t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f l a g  S t a t e s  a t  a n  u n f a i r
d i s a d v a n t a g e .  S e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t e d  t o  h o w  F o C s  f a c i l i t a t e  p o l l u t i o n  a n d
i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g ,  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  s e a f a r e r s  a n d  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  a n d
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t a x  a v o i d a n c e  a n d  i l l e g a l  f i s h i n g ,  a r e  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  N G O s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m ,  W W F ,
O p p o r t u n i t y  G r e e n ,  O c e a n a ,  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e  F o u n d a t i o n  ( E J F ) ,
c a l l  t h e  E U  t o  a c t  w i t h o u t  d e l a y  t o  d i s c o u r a g e ,  d i s i n c e n t i v i s e  o r  r e m o v e
t h o s e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  e n a b l e  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  l o n g - t e r m
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  a n d  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  E U  m a r i t i m e  g o v e r n a n c e .   
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The study’s findings expose severe governance failures at the end of a ship’s life. Flags
such as St Kitts and Nevis, Comoros, Palau and Tuvalu are widely used for last voyages to
the shipbreaking beaches in South Asia, to circumvent EU regulations on the scrapping of
toxic ships. The Commission has already recognised flag-swapping as the key obstacle to
implementing the Ship Recycling Regulation. Yet, no further action has been taken to fix
this issue and hold shipowners accountable.  

NGO Shipbreaking Platform 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/33987074-f030-11f0-8d3c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/environmental-ngos-urge-action-after-european-commission-study-exposes-abuse-of-vessel-flagging-rules/


S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  a r e  u n d e r - e x p l o r e d  h o t s p o t s  f o r  p o l l u t i o n ,  f i n d s
T u r k i s h  s t u d y  -  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n  
4  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 6  

A  n e w  s t u d y  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  F e b r u a r y  e x p l o r e s
h o w  r e c o v e r i n g  s t e e l  f r o m  s h i p  p a r t s  ( s u c h  a s  e n g i n e s ,  d e c k  c r a n e s ,  p u m p s
a n d  s w i t c h b o a r d s )  i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c o n t a m i n a t i o n  w i t h  P O P s .  T h e  s t u d y  f o c u s e s  o n  a  3 0 - k i l o m e t r e  s t r e t c h  o f
c o a s t l i n e  i n  A l i a ğ a ,  w e s t e r n  T u r k e y ,  t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  n a t i o n
i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  c o a s t a l  s e d i m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  s i g n i f i c a n t
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  P C B s  a n d  P B D E s ,  o f  u p  t o  4 , 7 5 0  a n d  5 , 0 5 3  n a n o g r a m s  p e r
g r a m  o f  s e d i m e n t  ( n g / g ) ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  r e s e a r c h e r  c o n t r a s t e d  t h e s e
f i n d i n g s  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  o n  P C B s  i n  s e d i m e n t s  i n  t h e  s a m e  a r e a .
C o m p a r e d  t o  s t u d i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a  d e c a d e  a g o ,  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  s i x
i n d i c a t o r  P C B s  h a d  r i s e n  ( f r o m  1 2 5 – 6 6 9  n g / g  t o  1 5 2 – 1 . 5 9 1  n g / g ) ,  r e f l e c t i n g
a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  a  r i s e  i n  a s s o c i a t e d
w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  T o  m i t i g a t e  e c o l o g i c a l  r i s k s  a n d  p r o t e c t
m a r i n e  e c o s y s t e m s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  c a l l s  f o r  u r g e n t l y  i m p r o v e d  w a s t e
m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  P O P - c o n t a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s ;  m o r e  r o b u s t
r e m e d i a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  p o l l u t e d  s e d i m e n t s ;  s t r i c t l y  e n f o r c e d  c r o s s -
c o u n t r y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e g u l a t i o n ;  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  v i a
s y s t e m a t i c  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  b e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s .  

O p - E d :  H K C  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  C a n ' t  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n  -  D r .
I s h t i a q u e  A h m e d
3 0  M a r c h  2 0 2 6  

I n  t h i s  M a r i t i m e  E x e c u t i v e  a r t i c l e ,  D r .  I s h t i a q u e  A h m e d  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e
a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n  P r i o r  I n f o r m e d  C o n s e n t  ( P I C )  s y s t e m  i s
n o t  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n ’ s  ( H K C )  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e a d y
f o r  R e c y c l i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e  ( I R R C ) .  D r .  A h m e d  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a i n
a r g u m e n t s :   

F i r s t ,  t h e  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  d i r e c t ,  f o r m a l ,  a n d  a c c o u n t a b l e
p r o c e s s  o f  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  c o n s e n t  p r i o r  t o  a n y  t r a n s b o u n d a r y  m o v e m e n t
o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  H K C  i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
t e c h n i c a l  c o m p l i a n c e — s u c h  a s  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  h a z a r d o u s
m a t e r i a l s ,  e n s u r i n g  f a c i l i t y  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  a n d  u p h o l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l
s a f e t y — r a t h e r  t h a n  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  s h i p s  t h r o u g h
i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  a p p r o v a l .  
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S e c o n d ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  H K C  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m
r a i s e s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s .  T h e  I R R C  i s  i s s u e d  b y ,  o r  o n  b e h a l f  o f ,  t h e
f l a g  s t a t e  t o  c o n f i r m  t h a t  a  s h i p  i s  r e a d y  f o r  r e c y c l i n g  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h
H K C  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
c o n s e n t .  R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a  r e g u l a t o r y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n t e n d e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a
s h i p ’ s  e n t r y  i n t o  a  r e c y c l i n g  f a c i l i t y .  I t  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  n e g o t i a t e d
o r  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  s t a t e s .  T r e a t i n g  t h e  I R R C  a s
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  B a s e l  c o n s e n t  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e d u c e s  a  b i l a t e r a l  l e g a l  p r o c e s s
t o  a  u n i l a t e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t .  M o r e o v e r ,  i n  s o m e  c a s e s — p a r t i c u l a r l y
w h e r e  s h i p s  f l y  n o n - P a r t y  f l a g s — c o m p e t e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  a p p e a r  w i l l i n g  t o
f a c i l i t a t e  o r  a c c e p t  I R R C  i s s u a n c e  t h r o u g h  n a t i o n a l  m e c h a n i s m s ,  f u r t h e r
d i s t o r t i n g  l e g a l  b o u n d a r i e s .  
T h i r d ,  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  c r e a t e s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n f l i c t :  t h e  s a m e  s t a t e  m a y
a c t  b o t h  a s  r e c i p i e n t  a n d  a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  l e g i t i m i z i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t .
T h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  s c e n a r i o  t h e  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n ’ s  P I C  s y s t e m  w a s
d e s i g n e d  t o  p r e v e n t .  W h i l e  t h e  I R R C  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
f a c i l i t i e s — p r i v a t e  e n t i t i e s — B a s e l  c o n s e n t  o p e r a t e s  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  t h e
r e a l m  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w ,  g o v e r n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  s t a t e s
r a t h e r  t h a n  b e t w e e n  a  s t a t e  a n d  p r i v a t e  o p e r a t o r s .  
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The path forward requires clarity rather than conflation. If the international community
wishes to create a unified regime for ship recycling, it must do so explicitly, through
negotiated amendments or new agreements that reconcile these frameworks. Until then,
the existing legal obligations under Basel remain in force. Basel’s rule is clear and strict:
hazardous waste cannot cross borders without the prior informed consent of both the
exporting and importing states. The IRRC under the Hong Kong Convention, however well
intended, does not and cannot replace that requirement.

Dr. Ishtiaque Ahmed, Professor and Chair of the Department of Law at North South
University in Bangladesh, 
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https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/NGO_ScrapSteel_FullReport.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/NGO_ScrapSteel_FullReport.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Turkey-Report-2023-NGOSBP.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  8221  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t
480  d e a t h s  a n d  575  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  m o n i t o r e d .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign/


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !
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