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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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ACC IDENTS
I m p r o v i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  i s  c r u c i a l  t o
p r e v e n t  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s '  w e l l - b e i n g .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a c c i d e n t s  a r e
r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  b a s e d  o n  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  m e d i a  r e p o r t s .
H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  s e c t o r  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  m a n y
i n c i d e n t s  l i k e l y  g o  u n r e p o r t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n ,  w h e r e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  f a i l  t o  p u b l i s h  d a t a .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
a b s e n c e  o f  d a t a  o n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r ,  f u r t h e r
e x a c e r b a t e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  w o r k e r s  a n d  l e a d s  t o  t h e
w o r k e r s  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c s  u n k n o w i n g l y  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .

BANGLADESH

I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  r e c e n t  a c c i d e n t s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  i m p r o v e d
s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s .  O n  1 8  J a n u a r y ,  a t  M a s t e r  &  B r o t h e r s  y a r d ,  t w o  s e c u r i t y
g u a r d s ,  I s h a k  a n d  E m r o n  ( 4 6 ) ,  w e r e  i n j u r e d  a f t e r  f a l l i n g  i n  t h e  e n g i n e  r o o m
o f  t h e  s h i p  H A O  3  ( I M O  9 0 1 5 1 0 1 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  C h i n e s e  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y
A n h u i  H a o h a n g .  J u s t  f o u r  d a y s  l a t e r ,  M d  F a r u l  ( 3 2 )  s u f f e r e d  a  b r o k e n  l e g
w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e - o w n e d  s h i p  S I G H T E R  ( I M O  8 6 0 2 8 1 6 )  a t  S N
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a  f a c i l i t y  w h i c h  c l a i m s  t o  b e  c o m p l i a n t  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g
C o n v e n t i o n .  T h e  v e s s e l  w a s  s o l d  t o  t h e  b e a c h i n g  y a r d  v i a  c a s h  b u y e r  B e s t
O a s i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s h i p p i n g  d a t a b a s e s .

4  F e b r u a r y  s a w  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  w h e n  R a s e l  ( 2 6 ) ,  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u t t e r  m a n
i n s i d e  t h e  v e s s e l  J I N  H A I  X I  ( I M O  9 1 0 5 4 6 3 )  a t  M a h i n u r  E n t e r p r i s e ,  i n j u r e d
h i s  b a c k b o n e  w h e n  h e  f e l l  f r o m  h e i g h t .  A l t h o u g h  R a s e l  r e c e i v e d  t r e a t m e n t
a t  C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r e v e n t i v e  m e a s u r e s  i s
c o n c e r n i n g .  S i m i l a r l y ,  o n  3  M a r c h ,  M d  R a s e l  ( 2 6 )  s u s t a i n e d  i n j u r i e s  w h i l e
w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  y a r d  o f  S . H .  E n t e r p r i s e  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  M T
N A U T I C A  ( I M O  8 6 0 1 8 4 8 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  M a l a y s i a n  c o m p a n y  E . A .  T e c h n i q u e
B h d .
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O n  1 4  M a r c h ,  M a m u n  ( 3 8 ) ,  a n o t h e r  c u t t e r  m a n  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  s h i p ,
w a s  i n j u r e d  w h e n  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  f e l l  o n  h i s  h e a d .  W h i l e  t h e  o w n e r  c o v e r e d
h i s  t r e a t m e n t  c o s t s ,  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
s a f e t y  p r o t o c o l s  a n d  o f f i c i a l  m o n i t o r i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  s u c h  a c c i d e n t s  a n d
p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s '  s a f e t y .

P A K I S T A N

O n  1 6  J a n u a r y ,  t w o  w o r k e r s ,  Q a s i m  a n d  M u s t a f a ,  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  w h e n  a
h e a v y  i r o n  p l a t e  f e l l  o n t o  t h e m  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  s h i p  C A T H E R I N E
B R I G H T  ( I M O  9 1 8 6 9 2 4 )  a t  D e w a n  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P V T  L d t  ( p l o t  6 0 )  i n  G a d a n i .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e
s h i p  w h e n  a  h e a v y  i r o n  p l a t e  f e l l  o n  t h e m .  I t  i s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r s
w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  s h i p  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s .  T h e
 N a t i o n a l  T r a d e  U n i o n  F e d e r a t i o n  h a s  l o n g  r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  v a r i o u s
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o l i c e ,  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  o p e r a t e
w i t h  i m p u n i t y ,  a n d  c a l l  f o r  a  f u l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  k i l l e d
Q a s i m  a n d  M u s t a f a .  T h e r e  a r e  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e i r  b o d i e s  w e r e  c l a n d e s t i n e l y
b u r i e d  a t  n i g h t  w i t h o u t  a n y  p o s t - m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  h i d e
t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  a n d  y a r d  o w n e r  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H  A N D  I N D I A

B A N G L A D E S H ’ S  S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y :  “ N O  M O R E  T O X I C  S H I P S  O N
O U R  S H O R E S ”
A  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h i  m e d i a  n e w s p a p e r  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r  s h e d s
l i g h t  o n  t h e  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n
B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  I t  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  r e g u l a t o r y
e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a l l o w i n g  s h i p  o w n e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  t h e
G l o b a l  N o r t h ,  a n d  c a s h  b u y e r s  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  o w n
b e n e f i t s .  C o n c e r n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  " l a s t - v o y a g e  p a c k a g e s "  b y  s h i p
o w n e r s  a n d  c a s h  b u y e r s  w h e n  s e l l i n g  s h i p s  t o  S o u t h  A s i a  a s  a  w a y  o f
d i s p o s i n g  o f  t o x i c  s h i p s  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  s c r u t i n y  o r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  a n d
t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  l a x  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w e r e  r a i s e d  i n  t h e
a r t i c l e .  D e s p i t e  t h e  e v i d e n t  r i s k s  t o  w o r k e r s  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s  p o s e d  b y  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  a n d  y a r d  o w n e r s  o f t e n  i g n o r i n g
e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e s e
c o n c e r n s .

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/two-deaths-in-pakistan-2024/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1149218-ntuf-calls-for-inquiry-into-two-deaths-at-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.industriall-union.org/pakistans-unsafe-shipbreaking-yard-claims-lives-of-two-workers
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1149218-ntuf-calls-for-inquiry-into-two-deaths-at-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/editorial/news/no-more-toxic-ships-our-shores-3534846
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M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s t e e l  r e -
r o l l i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  w h i c h  h e a v i l y  r e l i e s  o n  s c r a p  s t e e l  f r o m  s h i p b r e a k i n g ,
c o n t r i b u t e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  e c o n o m y ,  B a n g l a d e s h  o n l y  r e c e i v e s  1 0 %  o f
i t s  s t e e l  f r o m  t h i s  s e c t o r .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r
s t r i c t e r  r e g u l a t o r y  m e a s u r e s  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s '  r i g h t s  a n d
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f r o m  t h e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  I t  a l s o  r a i s e s
c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w o r l d w i d e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  G l o b a l  N o r t h ,  i n
e n s u r i n g  e t h i c a l  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  s h i p  d i s p o s a l .

S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S  P R O T E S T E D  F O R  E I D  B O N U S  I N  C H A T T O G R A M ,
B A N G L A D E S H  
O n  F r i d a y  2 2  M a r c h ,  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  p r o t e s t e d  b y
f o r m i n g  a  h u m a n  c h a i n  t o  d e m a n d  t h a t  y a r d  o w n e r s  p a y  w a g e s  a n d  b o n u s e s
b e f o r e  E i d  u l - F i t r ,  a  M u s l i m  c e l e b r a t i o n .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  S h i p b r e a k i n g
W o r k e r s  T r a d e  U n i o n  F o r u m ,  T a p a n  D u t t a ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r s  h a v e  b e e n
i l l e g a l l y  d e p r i v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  E i d  b o n u s e s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e
c o n t i n u o u s  p r o t e s t s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  L a b o u r  C o d e ,
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  b o n u s e s ,  M a r c h  s a l a r y
a n d  p a r t i a l  s a l a r y  o f  A p r i l  b y  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  p r o t e s t o r s  t o l d  T h e  B u s i n e s s
S t a n d a r d  t h a t  “ s u c h  b o n u s e s  a r e  n o t  m e r e  g i f t s  o r  f a v o u r s  f r o m  e m p l o y e r s  b u t
a r e  r i g h t s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  l a b o u r  l a w . ” .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ’
s a l a r i e s  a r e  n o t  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  m i n i m u m  w a g e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  s e c t o r  i n  2 0 1 8 .  

I R I S H  V E S S E L S  S C R A P P E D  O N  T H E  B E A C H E S  O F  B A N G L A D E S H  A N D
I N D I A  
T h e  s c r a p p i n g  o f  t h e  v e s s e l s  T H A N O S  ( I M O  )  a n d  J A R V I S  ( I M O  9 1 9 7 3 0 1 ) ,
b o t h  o w n e d  b y  I r i s h  c o m p a n y  T r a d e  C r e d e b t  L i m i t e d ,  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f
B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  I n d i a  h a s  d r a w n  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  I r i s h  m e d i a .  I n  M a y  2 0 2 2 ,
t h e  T H A N O S  a r r i v e d  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h i l e  t h e  J A R V I S  a r r i v e d
i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 2 .  S h i p s  s a i l i n g  u n d e r  a n  E U  f l a g  o r  t r a d i n g  i n  E U
w a t e r s  c a n n o t  l e g a l l y  b e  s c r a p p e d  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a ,
a s  p e r  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T r a d e  C r e d e b t ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e j e c t e d  a n y
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/rights/news/shipbreaking-workers-form-human-chain-demanding-timely-eid-bonus-3572616
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/ship-breaking-workers-demand-payment-salary-bonus-within-20-ramadan-813411
https://www.thejournal.ie/irish-firm-ships-bangladesh-india-6240395-Jan2024/
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S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 0 0  s h i p s  w e r e  b e a c h e d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t  4 4 9  d e a t h s  a n d  4 0 8  i n j u r i e s .  S o  f a r  t h i s  y e a r ,  l o c a l
r e p o r t s  h a v e  d o c u m e n t e d  a t  l e a s t  s i x  w o r k e r s  s u s t a i n i n g  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  i n
C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h i l e  t r a g i c a l l y  t w o  w o r k e r s  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s
i n  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n .

B e c a u s e  s h i p s  a r e  t a k e n  a p a r t  o n  t i d a l  m u d f l a t s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  w o r k e r s
p e r f o r m  d a n g e r o u s  j o b s  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  s a f e
d i s a s s e m b l y .  W o r k e r s  i n  m a n y  B a n g l a d e s h  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  c u t  w i r e s  a n d
p i p e s ,  b l a s t  t h r o u g h  s h i p  h u l l s  w i t h  b l o w t o r c h e s ,  c l i m b  m u l t i p l e  s t o r i e s  a n d
h a u l  s c r a p  m e t a l ,  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i v e  g e a r .  M a n y  a r e  k i l l e d  o r
s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  b y  e x p l o s i o n s ,  c r u s h e d  b y  f a l l i n g  c h u n k s  o f  s t e e l ,  o r
b u r n e d  b y  f l a m m a b l e  g a s e s ,  l i q u i d s ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  s h i p s .  L a b o u r
i n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i s  l a r g e l y  i n f o r m a l ,  u n r e g u l a t e d ,  a n d
r a r e l y  s u b j e c t  t o  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n s  o r  c o n t r o l s .
W o r k e r s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  s u b j e c t  t o  u n a c c e p t a b l e  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  b u t  a l s o
l e f t  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  n o  s u p p o r t  i n  c a s e  o f  a c c i d e n t s .

HEALTH CAMP HELD IN CHATTOGRAM, BANGLADESH
O n  3 1  J a n u a r y ,  a  g r o u p  o f  2 4  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  s e v e r e l y
i n j u r e d  a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e s ,  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  b e  s c r e e n e d  d u r i n g  a  h e a l t h  c a m p  i n  S i t a k u n d a  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  N G O
S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C e n t r e  f o r  t h e
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r a l y z e d  ( C R P ) .  W o r k e r s  w i t h  s p i n a l  i n j u r i e s  a n d  l i m b
a m p u t a t i o n s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  s u p p o r t  f r o m  C R P  w i t h  t h e
l o g i s t i c  c o s t s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  t h a n k s  t o
d o n a t i o n s .  

https://www.crp-bangladesh.org/
https://www.crp-bangladesh.org/


€ 3 0  /  $ 3 2

H e l p s  o n e  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e
C e n t r e  f o r  t h e  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r a l y z e d  ( C R P )  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,

B a n g l a d e s h

These type of health camps enable workers to get medical service free of
cost and the vocational trainings will make them active again.
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This health camp is good for the workers since there are no problems or
hassles to have access to the medical services. We are very happy and
grateful to the NGO Shipbreaking Platform.

Md Mamun (25) injured in 2022 

Workers’ leader (41)

DONATE NOW

by PayPal or by Bank Transfer

ING Bank - IBAN: BE 66 3630 0892 4343 - SWIFT/BIC: BBRUBEBB
NGO Shipbreaking Platform, Rue de la Linière 11, 1060 Brussels, Belgium

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=v60Tx5kxuwAH0_fhElC099lXMNkjyGrlusf1Y-MvBmm3d_9LFshqrXs7jmMkhXaZhmsAYfF5OslES2wu


0 9

APRIL 2024SAQU #37 //

E v e r y  y e a r ,  d u e  t o  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y  a s  w e l l  a s  a b s e n c e  o f  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
i n  t h e i r  h o m e  v i l l a g e s ,  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f
B a n g l a d e s h  u n d e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  B o g r a ,  R a n g p u r  a n d  K u r i g r a m  m o v e  t o
S i t a k u n d a ,  C h a t t o g r a m ,  t o  w o r k  a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  T h e r e  t h e y  a r e
e x p o s e d  t o  d a n g e r o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  r i s k i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  a n d  b e i n g
l e f t  w i t h  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  n o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n  c a s e  o f  a c c i d e n t s .

I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  C R P ,  i n j u r e d  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a r e  n o w  a b l e  t o
t a k e  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g s  i n  t a i l o r i n g ,  c o m p u t e r s ,  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  s h o p
m a n a g e m e n t ,  i n d u s t r i a l  s e w i n g  a n d  l i n k i n g  m a c h i n e  o p e r a t o r  t r a i n i n g .  T h e s e
c l a s s e s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  w o r k e r s  t o  f i n d  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e
l i v e l i h o o d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  h a z a r d o u s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .

ALTERNATIVE LIVELIHOODS 

I have benefited from attending the health camp. I joined without any costs.
A special work training program would also be beneficial to my future. I
wish that this type of health camp was conducted every year.
Abul Hasem (27) injured in 2017 

€ 6 0  /  $ 6 4
A l l o w s  f o r  1  m o n t h  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g

6  m o n t h s  t r a i n i n g :  € 3 6 0

S u p p o r t s  a  f a m i l y  o f  a n  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g

 

DONATE NOW

by PayPal or by Bank Transfer

ING Bank - IBAN: BE 66 3630 0892 4343 - SWIFT/BIC: BBRUBEBB
NGO Shipbreaking Platform, Rue de la Linière 11, 1060 Brussels, Belgium

https://www.crp-bangladesh.org/rehabilitation/vocational-training-institute
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=v60Tx5kxuwAH0_fhElC099lXMNkjyGrlusf1Y-MvBmm3d_9LFshqrXs7jmMkhXaZhmsAYfF5OslES2wu
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TREATMENT FOR ASBESTOS VICTIMS
T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  s e v e r a l  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s
d u e  t o  t h e  e x p o s u r e  t o  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s  e m b e d d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s h i p s ’
s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s b e s t o s .  A s b e s t o s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  a n d
m o s t  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  f o u n d  o n b o a r d  s h i p s .  W h e n  e x t r a c t e d ,  a s b e s t o s
b r e a k s  i n t o  f i n e  f i b r e s ,  w h i c h  c a n  r e m a i n  s u s p e n d e d  i n  t h e  a i r  f o r  l o n g
p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e ,  p u t t i n g  a n y o n e  n e a r b y  i n  d a n g e r  o f  i n h a l i n g  i t .  I f  i n h a l e d ,
t h e  f i b r e s  c a n  l e a d  t o  f a t a l  d i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  l u n g  c a n c e r ,  m e s o t h e l i o m a  a n d
a s b e s t o s i s .  A s b e s t o s  f i b r e s  c a n  f u r t h e r m o r e  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s '
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  t h r o u g h  c l o t h e s ,  l e n g t h e n i n g  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  p o l l u t a n t  a n d
e x p o s i n g  o t h e r s  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e m .  S u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  c a n  a l s o  b e
e x p o s e d  t o  a s b e s t o s  t h a t  i s  h a s t i l y  d u m p e d  o r  e v e n  r e - u s e d ,  s u c h  a s  i n
C h i t t a g o n g  w h e r e  a s b e s t o s  p l a t e s  a r e  c u t  t o  m a k e  s m a l l  o v e n s .  

E a r l y  s t u d i e s  s h o w e d  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  e x p o s e d  t o  a s b e s t o s  h a v e
a n  e l e v a t e d  i n c r e a s e d  m o r t a l i t y  d u e  t o  l u n g  c a n c e r  a n d  o t h e r  c a n c e r s
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  H a n d l i n g  a s b e s t o s  r e q u i r e s  s p e c i a l
t r a i n i n g ,  s p e c i f i c  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  d e c o n t a m i n a t i o n
e q u i p m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n
B a n g l a d e s h .  

€ 2 0 /  $ 2 1

P r o v i d e s  o n e  w o r k e r  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a s b e s t o s i s  w i t h  d a i l y  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  o n e
m o n t h ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c a t i o n  a n d  p u l m o n a r y  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  t o  r e l i e v e  m i l d  t o

m o d e r a t e  s y m p t o m s .

€ 5 0  /  $ 5 3

G u a r a n t e e s  e m e r g e n c y  h e l p  t o  o n e  w o r k e r  w i t h  s e v e r e  s y m p t o m s  o f
a s b e s t o s i s .

by PayPal or by Bank Transfer

ING Bank - IBAN: BE 66 3630 0892 4343 - SWIFT/BIC: BBRUBEBB
NGO Shipbreaking Platform, Rue de la Liniere 11, 1060 Brussels, Belgium

DONATE NOW

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SAQU-25_compressed.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=v60Tx5kxuwAH0_fhElC099lXMNkjyGrlusf1Y-MvBmm3d_9LFshqrXs7jmMkhXaZhmsAYfF5OslES2wu
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/


HELP CHANGE THE LIVES OF AFFECTED SHIPBREAKING
WORKERS FOR THE BETTER:

Support injured workers in their rehabilitation process. 
Support injured shipbreaking workers attend training programs for
alternative and sustainable livelihoods.
Support the medical treatment of shipbreaking workers suffering from
asbestos exposure.

This fundraising campaign aims at supporting those who directly suffer from the
hazardous practices of the Bangladeshi shipbreaking industry. Donations will
provide affected workers with essential resources to improve their livelihoods,
ensuring a healthier future also for the local communities.

NGO Shipbreaking Platform
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 4

M d .  N a z r u l  I s l a m ,  S u m o n  G a n g u l i ,  N a r o t t a m  S a h a ,  M .  M a m u n  H u d a ,  M d .
A s h r a f u l  H o q u e ,  C h e n g  P e n g ,  J a c k  C .  N g
T h i s  s t u d y  e x p l o r e d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  i n
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l  a n d  k e y  f o o d  c r o p s  ( r i c e  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s )  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e
o p e n  b e a c h i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  S a m p l e s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d
b e t w e e n  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0 .  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  m e t a l  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l
p o s e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  t o  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  t h r o u g h  f o o d  c h a i n
c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  b o t h  d r y  a n d  w e t  s e a s o n s ,
t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  C d ,  A s ,  P b ,  V ,  C r ,  M n ,  F e ,  C o ,  N i ,  C u ,  Z n ,  S e ,  S n ,  S b ,
a n d  T l  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l
s i t e .

U n c o v e r i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  m e g a - s c a l e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  o n  s o i l  a n d  c r o p
q u a l i t y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h :  A  s p a t i o t e m p o r a l  d y n a m i c s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  h e a l t h
r i s k s  o f  m e t a l / l o i d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n

M a r c h  2 0 2 4

T h e  D W  m e d i a  d o c u m e n t a r y  r e p o r t s  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  d i s a s t e r  t h a t  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  h a s  c a u s e d  t o  t h e  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n
C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h .  B y  f e a t u r i n g  t e s t i m o n i e s  f r o m  v a r i o u s
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i s h e r m e n ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i s t s ,  a n d  a  m a r i n e
b i o d i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h e r ,  t h e  s h o r t  d o c u m e n t a r y  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  m u l t i f a c e t e d
i m p a c t  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  o n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  l o s s  o f  2 5  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  o v e r  t h e
p a s t  d e c a d e s ,  m e n t i o n e d  b y  t h e  a c a d e m i c  r e s e a r c h e r ,  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e
d e v a s t a t i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  o n  l o c a l  m a r i n e  e c o s y s t e m s .  T h i s
l o s s  n o t  o n l y  t h r e a t e n s  t h e  b i o d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  b u t  a l s o  j e o p a r d i s e s
t h e  l i v e l i h o o d s  o f  f i s h e r m e n  w h o  d e p e n d  o n  t h e s e  f i s h  s p e c i e s  f o r  t h e i r
s u s t e n a n c e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n  t h e  d i r e  w o r k i n g
a n d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f a c e d  b y  s e a s o n a l  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  a s  r e c o u n t e d
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n i e s .  T h e s e  w o r k e r s  e n d u r e  l o n g  h o u r s ,  i n a d e q u a t e
s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s ,  a n d  e x p o s u r e  t o  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  c h r o n i c
h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a i l m e n t s .  T h e i r  v o i c e s  s e r v e  a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  h u m a n  c o s t  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  

D W  –  S c r a p p i n g  s h i p s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030438942302215X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030438942302215X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030438942302215X
https://www.dw.com/en/scrapping-ships-in-bangladesh/video-68163450


1 3

APRIL 2024SAQU #37 //

O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s  R e g u l a t i o n s  t o
S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”  -  I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  H u m a n
R i g h t s  W a t c h  ( 2 0 2 3 )

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
 

https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !
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