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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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A C C I D E N T S
BANGLADESH

O n  A u g u s t  1 ,  M d . A b d u r  R o h i m  ( 4 0 )  f e l l  f r o m  h e i g h t  a n d  g o t  b u r n t  w i t h  a
t o r c h  a t  M . M .  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  E T C  M E N A  ( I M O
9 2 2 9 4 2 7 ) ,  a  v e s s e l  o w n e d  b y  E g y p t i a n  T a n k e r  C o .  

O n  A u g u s t  2 ,  M o t i n  ( 3 5 )  g o t  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  d u e  t o  a  f i r e  o n b o a r d  t h e  J E N G A
( I M O  9 0 7 3 4 3 8 ) ,  a  v e s s e l  b e a c h e d  a t  F e r d o u s  S t e e l .  T h e  v e s s e l  i s  o w n e d  b y
S i n g a p o r e a n  c o m p a n y  B e r g e  B u l k .  T h e  b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  s a m e  v e s s e l  c a u s e d
i n j u r i e s  t o  t w o  o t h e r  w o r k e r s  o n  M a r c h  3  a n d  A p r i l  2 7 .  

O n  A u g u s t  6 ,  M d  M a h a b u l  ( 4 3 )  w a s  h i t  o n  h i s  h a n d  b y  a  f a l l i n g  i r o n  p l a t e .
T h e  w o r k e r  w a s  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  F S O  L A D I N D A  ( I M O  7 3 6 1 2 6 9 )  o w n e d  b y
I n d o n e s i a n  c o m p a n y  E M P  M a l a c c a  S t r a i t  S A  a t  K a b i r  G r o u p  s h i p b r e a k i n g
y a r d  i n  M a d a m b i b i r .

O n  A u g u s t  2 3 ,  M d  B a l a l  ( 4 5 )  s u d d e n l y  d i e d  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  K a b i r  G r o u p
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  M a d a m b i b i r .  N o  a c c i d e n t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a n d  i t  i s
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r  d i e d  f r o m  a  s t r o k e .  
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O n  S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  M d  K a m a l  ( 2 3 )  f e l l  f r o m  a  h e i g h t  o f  1 . 5 - 2  m e t e r s  a n d  g o t
i n j u r e d  i n  h i s  s p i n e .  K a m a l  w a s  w o r k i n g  o n b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  A T L A N T I C
E N E R G Y  ( I M O  7 7 0 2 4 0 1 )  a t  K a b i r  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  S h i t a l p u r .  T h e
o w n e r  t o o k  M d  K a m a l  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  k e p t  a l l  t h e  p a p e r s .  M d .  K a m a l
i s  n o w  r e c o v e r i n g  a t  h o m e  s i n c e  h e  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  w o r k .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  K a b i r  G r o u p  i s  c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t s
p r o v i d e d  b y  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  P l a t f o r m  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c c i d e n t s  a t
K a b i r ' s  y a r d s .  

PAKISTAN

O n  2 3  J u l y ,  a l l  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  e v a c u a t e d  a f t e r  a  f i r e  b r o k e  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e
s c r a p p i n g  o f  a  s h i p ' s  f u e l  t a n k  i n  G a d a n i .  T h e  v e s s e l  w a s  b e a c h e d  a t  P l o t
N o . 6 4 .  N o  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d .

INDIA

T h e  B u s i n e s s  S t a n d a r d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a n  a c c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d  i n  A l a n g  o n  
 J u n e  1 6 .  F o l l o w i n g  a  w o r k e r ' s  d e a t h ,  t h e  p o l i c e  s t a r t e d  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
r e g a r d i n g  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  a t  t h e  c o n c e r n e d  y a r d .  
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https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/alang-ship-recycling-industry-fears-worker-s-death-may-hurt-global-image-122061600899_1.html
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I N D I A ’ S  P L A N  T O  D O U B L E  S H I P B R E A K I N G  C A P A C I T Y  I N  A L A N G
A s  a n n o u n c e d  l a s t  y e a r ,  I n d i a  i s  l o o k i n g  i n t o  d o u b l i n g  i t s  s h i p b r e a k i n g
c a p a c i t y  i n  A l a n g - S o s i y a  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  G u j a r a t  b e c o m i n g  a  g l o b a l  c e n t r e
f o r  s h i p  s c r a p p i n g .  T h e  i n t e n t i o n  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  " I n t e r n a t i o n a l
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  G r e e n  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  &  V e h i c l e  S c r a p p i n g "  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,
w h i c h  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  A l a n g  a s  a  v e h i c l e  s c r a p p i n g  h u b .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  I n d i a ’ s  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  I n d u s t r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
a b o u t  4 0 %  o f  t h e  p l o t s  b a s e d  i n  A l a n g  a r e  n o t  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  a n d ,  o f  t h e  1 3 0
p l o t s  l e a s e d  o u t ,  1 1 4  h a v e  a  s o - c a l l e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e
H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C ) ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  h a s  n o t  y e t
e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r c e .  W h i l e  s o m e  h a v e  w e l c o m e d  t h e  H K C  a s  a n  i n c e n t i v e  f o r
t h e  i n d u s t r y  t o  u p g r a d e  i t s  y a r d s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  d e n o u n c e d  b y
o v e r  1 0 0  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f o r  g r e e n w a s h i n g  t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d
a n d  n o t  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s  o f  c u r r e n t
p r a c t i c e s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a .  T h e  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  o f  S h i p p i n g ,  A m i t a b h  K u m a r ,
f u r t h e r m o r e  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  B a s e l  B a n  A m e n d m e n t  p r o h i b i t s  s h i p s  f r o m
O E C D  c o u n t r i e s  t o  b e  b r o k e n  d o w n  i n  f a c i l i t i e s  l o c a t e d  i n  n o n - O E C D
c o u n t r i e s .

E C O N O M I C  C H A L L E N G E S  I N  A L A N G
A s  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  E x p r e s s ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  c u r r e n t  m a i n  p r o b l e m s
f a c e d  b y  t h e  s h i p b r e a k e r s  o f  A l a n g :  h i g h e r  c o s t  o f  a d h e r i n g  t o  s a f e t y  a n d
p o l l u t i o n  n o r m s ,  h i g h e r  c h a r g e s  f r o m  t h e  G u j a r a t  M a r i t i m e  B o a r d  f o r
h o u s i n g  a n d  r e n t a l  o f  p l o t s ,  a n d  t h e  d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u p e e  a g a i n s t  t h e  U S
d o l l a r .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  h a v e  d r i v e n  s h i p  o w n e r s  t o  s h i f t  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
n e i g h b o u r  c o u n t r y  B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g
I n d u s t r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  H a r e s h  P a r m a r ,  s a i d  t h a t  “ 2 0  t o  2 5  s h i p s  c o m e  e v e r y
m o n t h  a t  A l a n g ’ s  r e c y c l i n g  y a r d ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e  p a s t  t w o  m o n t h s ,  h a r d l y  s i x  s h i p s
h a v e  b e e n  d i s m a n t l e d ” .  T h e  p r i c e s  o f  s h i p s  h a v e  g o n e  u p  d u e  t o  t h e  g l o b a l
e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  a n d  t h e  p r i c e  p e r  t o n  h a s  n o w  r e a c h e d  $ 5 0 0 - 6 0 0 .

https://safety4sea.com/alang-shows-commitment-to-green-ship-recycling/
https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/handling-capacity-at-alang-the-worlds-biggest-ship-breaking-yard-to-be-doubled/
https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/handling-capacity-at-alang-the-worlds-biggest-ship-breaking-yard-to-be-doubled/
https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/handling-capacity-at-alang-the-worlds-biggest-ship-breaking-yard-to-be-doubled/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/despite-50-per-cent-of-yard-lying-idle-sonowal-says-state-plans-to-double-alang-ship-breaking-capacity-8147441/
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/gujarat-ship-recyclers-face-cost-challenges/2667399/
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C R U I S E  S H I P  Z E N I T H  D I S M A N T L E D  I N  A L A N G
T h e  c r u i s e  s h i p  Z e n i t h  a r r i v e d  i n  A l a n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  T h e  Z e n i t h  w a s
r e n a m e d  S I N G A  ( I M O  8 9 1 8 1 3 6 )  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  A n u p a m a  S t e e l  f o r
d i s m a n t l i n g .  W h i l s t  m a j o r  c r u i s e  l i n e s  s u c h  a s  C A R N I V A L  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  t o
u s e  E U - a p p r o v e d  r e c y c l i n g  y a r d s ,  o t h e r  u n s c r u p u l o u s  o w n e r s  a r e  s t i l l  o p t i n g
f o r  t h e  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e  b e a c h e s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a .  A s  r e v e a l e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m
a n d  B B C ’ s  F i l e  o n  4  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  s e v e r a l  p a s s e n g e r  s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
C O L U M B U S ,  t h e  M A G E L L A N ,  t h e  M A R C O  P O L O  a n d  t h e  R I G E L  I ,  i l l e g a l l y
l e f t  E U  w a t e r s  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  i n  I n d i a  u n d e r  t h e  f a l s e  p r e t e x t  o f  f u r t h e r
o p e r a t i o n a l  u s e .  T h e  C e l e b r i t y  H o r i z o n  ( I M O  8 8 0 7 0 8 8 ) ,  Z e n i t h ’ s  s i s t e r  s h i p ,
h a s  b e e n  d i s m a n t l e d  i n  A l i a g a ,  T u r k e y ,  a n o t h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  e n d - o f - l i f e
s h i p s  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  u n d e r  h i g h  s c r u t i n y  d u e  t o  u n s a f e  w o r k i n g
c o n d i t i o n s .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

B A N G L A D E S H :  S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y  T E M P O R A R I L Y  C L O S E D
I n  J u l y ,  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s  t e m p o r a r i l y  c l o s e d  i t s  m a r k e t  a f t e r  p r i c e  f a l l s  d u e  t o
a  2 0 %  d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  i t s  c u r r e n c y .  T h e  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s
w a s  f u r t h e r m o r e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  f r o m  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  C e n t r a l  B a n k
i n  g i v i n g  l e t t e r s  o f  c r e d i t  o f  a b o v e  $ 3 m  t o  y a r d  o w n e r s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
B a n g l a d e s h  B a n k  d e c l a r e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c e n t r a l  a p p r o v a l  f o r  l e t t e r s  o f  c r e d i t
o v e r  $ 5 m  a n d  s u s p e n d e d  l e t t e r s  o v e r  $ 2 5 m  e x c e p t  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

I N J U R E D  W O R K E R  S U E S  K S R M
A  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  h a s  f i l e d  a  c a s e  a g a i n s t  K a b i r  S t e e l  R e - R o l l i n g  M i l l s
( K S R M )  f o l l o w i n g  a n  a c c i d e n t  i n  2 0 1 6 .  A f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  K S R M  a u t h o r i t i e s
p a i d  o n l y  o n e  m o n t h  o f  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s .  S i n c e  t h e  f a m i l y  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o
c o v e r  t r e a t m e n t  e x p e n s e s ,  t h e  w o r k e r  f i l e d  a  c o m p l a i n t  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t
o f  I n s p e c t i o n  f o r  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s  ( D I F E )  i n  M a y  2 0 1 7 ,  b u t  t h e
c o m p a n y  s t o p p e d  p r o v i d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  c o s t s  a f t e r  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1 .  T h e
w o r k e r ,  M o h a m m a d  M o n i r u z z a m a n  M u n n a ,  i s  a c c u s i n g  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f
p h y s i c a l  h a r a s s m e n t  w h e n  h e  w e n t  t o  t h e  y a r d  a n d  d e m a n d e d  h i s
c o m p e n s a t i o n .  T h e  c o u r t  t o o k  c o g n i z a n c e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  c a l l e d  t h e
a c c u s e d  t o  a p p e a r  i n  c o u r t  a n d  p a y  t h e i r  d u e s .

https://www.cruisehive.com/former-celebrity-cruise-ship-arrives-for-scrapping-in-india/82316
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/illegal-exports-cruises/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-56196069
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/shipyards/-extremely-bleak-bangladesh-closes-ship-recycling-market-after-price-falls/2-1-1252236
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/insight/bangladesh-s-recyclers-struggle-to-buy-as-central-bank-tightens-screws-on-credit/2-1-1268348
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/lack-of-activity-in-the-ship-recycling-market/
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/insight/bangladesh-s-recyclers-struggle-to-buy-as-central-bank-tightens-screws-on-credit/2-1-1268348
https://businesspostbd.com/national/ksrm
https://businesspostbd.com/national/ksrm


P A K I S T A N  F O C U S  O N  B L U E  E C O N O M Y
T h e  P a k i s t a n  N a v y  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  i n c e n t i v i s i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  B l u e
E c o n o m y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  B l u e  E c o n o m y  a i m s  t o  b o o s t  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h ,
s o c i a l  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  r a i s e  p e o p l e ’ s  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  c e n t e r e d  o n  c o a s t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
s h i p p i n g ,  a n d  p o r t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  a i m  i s  a l s o  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
s e c t o r  a s  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  $ 1 0  m i l l i o n  t o  G D P  a n n u a l l y  a n d ,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  D e f e n s e  o f  P a k i s t a n ,  i t  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
t h e  “ d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  e f f i c i e n t  s h i p - b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y ” .  T h e  P l a t f o r m
u r g e s  P a k i s t a n  t o  l o o k  a t  s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  “ o f f  t h e  b e a c h ”  a n d  t o
e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d o w n s t r e a m  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t .  

E C O N O M I C  C H A L L E N G E S  I N  G A D A N I  
T h e  w o r k s  a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  G a d a n i  w e r e  h a l t e d  d u e  t o  h e a v y  r a i n s  i n
t h e  B a l o c h i s t a n  r e g i o n  i n  A u g u s t .  T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  p l o t s  w e r e  f l o o d e d  w h i l e
f i v e  t o  s i x  s h i p s  w e r e  b e i n g  d i s m a n t l e d .  A l s o ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  b e e n  a f f e c t e d
b y  t h e  h i g h  d o l l a r  p r i c e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S h i p  B r e a k e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  n o
s h i p  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  y a r d s  s i n c e  J u n e  d u e  b o t h  t o  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  t h e
d o l l a r  a n d  t h e  h e a v y  r a i n s  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  P a k i s t a n ,
i n c l u d i n g  i n  B a l o c h i s t a n  a n d  G a d a n i .  P a k i s t a n  i s  l i m i t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  s h i p s
i n  o r d e r  t o  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t s  o w n  f o r e i g n  r e s e r v e s ,  a f t e r  t h e  c o u n t r y
f a c e d  a  t e r r i b l e  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r ,  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  l i v e s  h a v e  b e e n  l o s t .
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N

https://www.globalvillagespace.com/tapping-the-untapped-pakistan-navy-will-hold-maritime-expo-pimec/
https://pakobserver.net/pimec-2023-to-showcase-pakistans-rich-maritime-potential/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/984038-mighty-dollar-rains-sink-gadani-shipbreaking-industry
https://www.marinelink.com/news/ship-breaking-heading-a-q-revival-499087


S T E E L  M I L L S  I N  T H E  S H I P B R E A K I N G
I N D U S T R Y  I N  S O U T H  A S I A
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S T E E L  A N D  C I R C U L A R  E C O N O M Y
S h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  w a y  o f  r e u s i n g  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s
a s  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  r e - u s e d .  T h e  l i f e  s p a n  o f  s h i p s  i s
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5  y e a r s  a n d  t h e i r  d e m o l i t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s o u r c e  t o  o b t a i n
v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ,  m a i n l y  s t e e l .  T h e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y  c a n  b e  a  g r e e n
i n d u s t r y  i f  p r o p e r l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y  m o d e l .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  f o r  e v e r y  t o n n e  o f  c a r b o n  s t e e l  s c r a p  r e c y c l e d ,  a  s a v i n g  o f  1 . 4
t o n n e s  o f  C O 2  i s  a c h i e v e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t o  e n s u r e  t r u e  c i r c u l a r i t y ,  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g  c a n  o n l y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  a n d  s a f e  i f  t h e
m a n a g e m e n t ,  s t o r a g e  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  a l l  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w a s t e s
o n b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l  i s  d o n e  i n  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  e x p o s e  w o r k e r s ,  l o c a l
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t o  h a r m .  M o r e o v e r ,  r e c y c l i n g  s c r a p  s t e e l
h a s  e c o n o m i c  g a i n s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  i m p o r t i n g  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  v i r g i n  i r o n
o r e .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  g r e e n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  t h e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  p r o c e s s
w i l l  n o t  o n l y  r e d u c e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s a f e t y  r i s k s ,  b u t  a l s o  h e l p  c r e a t e
a  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  i n p u t  o f  s c r a p  t o  t h e  s t e e l m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .
A c h i e v i n g  c i r c u l a r i t y  i n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  1 2 t h  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l
( S D G )  -  “ E n s u r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  p a t t e r n s ” .  
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S c r a p  s t e e l  f r o m  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  h i g h - q u a l i t y  s e c o n d a r y
r a w  m a t e r i a l  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e p r o c e s s i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  s t e e l  p l a n t s .  A s  m u c h  a s
9 0 %  o f  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  a  s h i p  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  s t e e l .  E v e n  t h o u g h
p r e s e n t  i n  l o w e r  q u a n t i t i e s ,  n o n - f e r r o u s  s c r a p  m e t a l s  s u c h  a s  c o p p e r  a r e
a l s o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l u a b l e .  C o p p e r  c a n  t y p i c a l l y  b e  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  s h i p ' s
c a b l i n g  b y  s t r i p p i n g  o f f  t h e  i n s u l a t i o n  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t r a n s f o r m e r s
o r  e l e c t r i c  m o t o r  w i n d i n g s .  O t h e r  v a l u a b l e  n o n - f e r r o u s  m e t a l s  i n c l u d e
a l u m i n i u m  a n d  z i n c  u s e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h u l l  a g a i n s t  c o r r o s i o n  a n d  f o u l i n g .  

S T E E L  R E - R O L L I N G  M I L L S  I N  S O U T H  A S I A
T h e  c u t t i n g  a n d  r e m o v a l  o f  a n  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l ’ s  s t e e l  s t r u c t u r e  o n  a  t i d a l
b e a c h  i t s e l f  i s  e x t r e m e l y  h a z a r d o u s ,  c r e a t i n g  s e r i o u s  r i s k s  f o r  t h e  w o r k e r s
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s h i p ’ s  s t e e l  i s  a l s o  l a d e n  w i t h
p a i n t s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  h e a v y  m e t a l s  a n d  o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  r e l e a s e
t o x i c  f u m e s  w h e n  c u t  w i t h  g a s  t o r c h e s .  

 When cutting iron, the smoke enters our lungs, it burns through the masks.
I am giving my actual life to this company. If the worker is healthy, he can
work for life. But they do not think like that. This is a bishakto dhua
[poisonous smoke]. The masks they give us are not specialized masks. The
smoke, the gas, enters our shorir [bodies, health].

Source: Living with toxic development - Shipbreaking in the
industrializing zone of Sitakunda, Bangladesh. Camelia Dewan. 2020.

A s  s t e e l  i s  c u t ,  p o u n d e d ,  a n d  h a m m e r e d  a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s i t e s ,  m e t a l
f r a g m e n t s  a n d  r u s t  f u r t h e r m o r e  a c c u m u l a t e  o n  t h e  b e a c h .  S e v e r a l
c o m p o u n d s  m a y  b e  f o u n d  i n  s h i p  s t e e l .  C o p p e r ,  n i c k e l  a n d  l e a d  c o m p o u n d s
a r e  t h e  t w o  m o s t  c o m m o n  c o n t a m i n a n t s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s o i l  a t  t h e  s h i p
b r e a k i n g  s i t e s .  A l s o ,  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  m e t a l  p a r t s  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e
c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  c h r o m i u m .  

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.louislandelle.com/docs/projects/ship_breaking_report.pdf
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https://commons.wmu.se/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1383&=&context=all_dissertations&=&sei-redir=1&referer=https%253A%252F%252Fscholar.google.com%252Fscholar%253Fhl%253Den%2526as_sdt%253D0%25252C5%2526q%253Dsteel%252Bmills%252Bshipbreaking%252Bindia%2526btnG%253D%22%20%5Cl%20%22search=%22steel%20mills%20shipbreaking%20india%22
https://commons.wmu.se/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1383&context=all_dissertations
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T h e  s t e e l  p a r t s  t h a t  a r e  r e c o v e r e d  a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a
g o  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  s t e e l  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s ,  a n d  i n  l e s s e r  a m o u n t s  t o  t h e  s t e e l
s m e l t i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e
y a r d s .  T h e  s c r a p  s t e e l  i s  g e n e r a l l y  h e a t e d  a n d  r e - r o l l e d  i n t o  r e i n f o r c i n g  r o d s
f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y .  S h i p  p a i n t s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  s t e e l  c o n t a i n  m a n y
h e a v y  m e t a l s  w h i c h  a r e  r a r e l y  r e m o v e d  p r i o r  t o  t o r c h  c u t t i n g  a n d  r e - r o l l i n g .
O f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  w a y  s h i p  p a i n t s ,  a s b e s t o s  a n d  m e r c u r y  a r e
i g n o r e d  n o t  o n l y  a t  t h e  y a r d s ,  b u t  a l s o  d o w n s t r e a m .  W o r k e r s  a t  t h e  s t e e l  r e -
r o l l i n g  m i l l s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  e x p o s e d  t o
s e v e r e  h e a l t h  r i s k s  d u e  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  t o x i c  f u m e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  d i o x i n s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  o f  t h e  s t e e l .

H o t  c u t t i n g  a n d  r e - r o l l i n g  p r o c e s s e s  p r o d u c e  t o x i c  f u m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l e a d e d
v a p o u r s  o f  w h i c h  l o n g - t e r m  i n h a l a t i o n  c a n  c a u s e  c h r o n i c  c u m u l a t i v e  l e a d
p o i s o n i n g .  P C B s  a n d  s o l i d  f o a m  i n  t h e  s h i p  c a n  r e l e a s e  t o x i c s  u n d e r  h i g h
t e m p e r a t u r e  ( 2 ) .
 
I n  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  f r o m  2 0 1 3 ,  a r o u n d  7 0 %  o f
s h i p  s c r a p  s t e e l  w a s  s e n t  t o  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s  i n  K a r a c h i .  A r o u n d  9 5 %  o f  t h e
r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  s h i p  s c r a p  s t e e l .  

I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  a s  m u c h  a s  n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t e e l  r o l l i n g  m i l l s  a r e
d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  s t e e l  t h a t  c a n  b e  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
i n d u s t r y .  M o s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  o w n e r s  i n  C h i t t a g o n g  a r e  l e a d i n g  n a t i o n a l
s t e e l  c o n g l o m e r a t e s .  S o m e  B a n g l a d e s h i  y a r d s  o w n  t h e i r  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s ,   s o
t h e y  c a n  s e l l  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y .  I n d e e d ,  a l m o s t  6 0 %  o f
r a w  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 5 0  l o c a l  s t e e l  i n d u s t r i e s  w e r e  s u p p l i e d
f r o m  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  s t e e l  f a c t o r i e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  s i t e s  o f
f o r m e r  f o r e s t  h i l l s ,  a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s c r a p  m e t a l  p r o c e s s i n g ,  t r e e s  h a v e
b e c o m e  f r u i t l e s s  d u e  t o  t h e  d u s t  t h a t  c o v e r s  t h e m .   

(2)  A solution is represented by water jet cutting technology, for example, as a cold working process only uses water
and abrasives in the cutting process, which does not produce hazardous pollutants and preserve the ecological
environment. There is no impact on ecological sustainability and pollution and greenhouse gas emissions can be
reduced compared to conventional hot cutting processes. 
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A l s o ,  i n  I n d i a ,  t h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l  f o r  s t e e l  r e - r o l l i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  l o c a t e d  i n
B h a v n a g a r  d i s t r i c t  i s  s o u r c e d  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f
p l a t e s .  T h e r e  a r e  a r o u n d  1 8 0 0  o p e r a t i n g  m i l l s  a n d  t h e  s e c t o r  i s  l a r g e l y
d o m i n a t e d  b y  s m a l l  a n d  m e d i u m  s i z e  e n t e r p r i s e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
B h a v n a g a r  S t e e l  R e - R o l l i n g  M i l l  C l u s t e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  a r o u n d  1 2 0  r e - r o l l i n g -
m i l l s  i n  t h e  B h a v n a g a r  d i s t r i c t ,  o f  w h i c h  9 0  a r e  o p e r a t i o n a l  w i t h  a n
e s t i m a t e d  c a p a c i t y  o f  5 . 2  m i l l i o n  t o n s / p e r  y e a r .  B h a v n a g a r  h a s  t h e  b i g g e s t
s t e e l  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l  c l u s t e r  i n  G u j a r a t ,  w h e r e  8 0 %  o f  m i l l s  u s e  s t e e l  p l a t e s
f r o m  A l a n g .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  c o m m o n  p r o c e s s e s  o f  r e - r o l l i n g :  h o t  r o l l i n g  a n d
c o l d  r o l l i n g .  B y  r o l l i n g  m e t a l  t h r o u g h  s u c c e s s i v e  r o l l i n g  m i l l  s t a n d s  i n
r e h e a t i n g  f u r n a c e s  t h a t  u s e  c o a l  a s  t h e  m a i n  e n e r g y  s o u r c e ,  s t e e l
s h e e t s / s l a b s / i g n o t s / b i l l e t s  a r e  h e a t e d  t o  a b o u t  1 , 1 5 0 ° C – 1 , 2 5 0 ° C  d e p e n d i n g
o n  t h e  t y p e  o f  r a w  m a t e r i a l .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  I n d i a  i s
i n e f f i c i e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 %  o f  t h e  e m i s s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y
c o m e  f r o m  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s .

C o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  i r o n  o r e  t o  p r o d u c e  s t e e l  p r o d u c t s ,  s c r a p  s t e e l  h a s
o b v i o u s  a d v a n t a g e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  r e d u c e d  C O 2  e m i s s i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e -
r o l l i n g  p r o c e s s  u s e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  t o  p r o c e s s  c o n t a m i n a t e d  s c r a p  s t e e l
c a u s e s  h a r m  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b u t  a l s o  t o  w o r k e r s ’  h e a l t h .  T h e
s t e e l  p r o d u c t s  a r e  a l s o  o f  l o w e r  q u a l i t y ,  s t e e l  i s  d o w n - c y c l e d  r e s u l t i n g  i n  i t s
p o t e n t i a l l y  u n s a f e  u s e  a n d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e x t e n d i n g  i t s  l i f e c y c l e .  
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The [steel] re-rolling mills, garments and other factories are also dirty
industries that dump things into our local canals and out into the ocean.
This canal is now a black and pinkish stream with chemical effluents from
industries. There are chemicals everywhere now. These industries, especially
shipbreaking, have ruined the area.

Source: Living with toxic development - Shipbreaking in the
industrializing zone of Sitakunda, Bangladesh. Camelia Dewan. 2020.

http://www.sameeeksha.org/pdf/clusterprofile/BhavnagarCluster.pdf
http://www.sameeeksha.org/pdf/clusterprofile/BhavnagarCluster.pdf
http://gtusitecirculars.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/Final%20Thesis_Rita%20K.%20Jani_773138.pdf
http://www.sameeeksha.org/pdf/clusterprofile/BhavnagarCluster.pdf
http://www.sameeeksha.org/pdf/clusterprofile/BhavnagarCluster.pdf
http://www.sameeeksha.org/pdf/clusterprofile/BhavnagarCluster.pdf
https://rai.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8322.12617
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2 0 2 0

C a m e l i a  D e w a n

T h e  a r t i c l e  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  N o r w e g i a n  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l - f u n d e d  p r o j e c t  "
( D i s ) a s s e m b l i n g  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  o f  c o n t a i n e r s h i p s . "  D e w a n  e x p l a i n s  h o w
B a n g l a d e s h i  s t a k e h o l d e r s  m a y  a c c e p t  t o x i c  e x p o s u r e  a s  a  p r i c e  f o r  d o m e s t i c
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  e m p l o y m e n t  b y  f r a m i n g  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
i n d u s t r y  a s  ' t o x i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ' .  T e s t i m o n i e s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h i  s h i p b r e a k e r s
a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .

L i v i n g  w i t h  t o x i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  -  S h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  z o n e  o f
S i t a k u n d a ,  B a n g l a d e s h

2 0 2 2

O n  2 0  a n d  2 1  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  o r g a n i s e d  t h e
“ S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  L a b ” ,  a  t w o - d a y  e v e n t  i n  w h i c h  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  e t h i c a l
c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y  m o d e l s ,  s t r a t e g i c  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  m a n y
o t h e r  t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  s h i p  d e m o l i t i o n ,  s h i p  d e s i g n ,  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d
m a t e r i a l  r e c o v e r y  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  T h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  B r e a k i n g
O u t  w a s  l a u n c h e d  a t  t h e  e v e n t ,  a i m i n g  t o  c u t  a c r o s s  s e c t o r s  a n d  l o o k  a t  t h e
l a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n  t h e  2 1 s t
c e n t u r y .  

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

https://rai.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8322.12617
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
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N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 1 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
 

O U R  R E P O R T S

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !



S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  7 0 0 0  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  4 3 5
d e a t h s  a n d  3 6 6  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m o n i t o r .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/


Published by: 
NGO Platform on Shipbreaking (asbl) Rue de la Linière 11, B - 1060 Brussels

Edited by: 
Ingvild Jenssen, Nicola Mulinaris, Sara Costa, Benedetta Mantoan, Ekin Sakin 

www.shipbreakingplatform.org 

Twitter: @NGOShipbreaking

Facebook: /shipbreakingplatform

Instagram: @ngoshipbreakingplatform

A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

WE THANK THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE LIFE PROGRAMME FOR THEIR SUPPORT.

WE THANK THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING AND THE LLOYD'S REGISTER FOUNDATION
FOR THEIR SUPPORT UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 'ENGINEERING X'. 


