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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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C A S E S  &  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  

G E O R G  E I D E N ' S  P R I S O N  S E N T E N C E  C O N F I R M E D  A F T E R  A P P E A L
I n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0 ,  G e o r g  E i d e ,  a  N o r w e g i a n  s h i p  o w n e r ,  w a s  s e n t e n c e d  t o 

s i x  m o n t h s  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  h a v i n g  a s s i s t e d  s c r a p  d e a l e r 

W i r a n a  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  i l l e g a l l y  e x p o r t  t h e  d r y  b u l k  v e s s e l  T I D E  C A R R I E R 

t o  P a k i s t a n  f o r  s c r a p p i n g .  I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  a l e r t e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t 

t h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t .  

G e o r g  E i d e  a p p e a l e d  t h e  f i r s t  v e r d i c t ,  a n d  t h e  a p p e a l  c a s e  w a s  h e a r d  i n 

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 ,  w h e n  t h e  a p p e a l  C o u r t  d e c i d e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e 

u n c o n d i t i o n a l  p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e  o f  s i x  m o n t h s .  

A s  r e p o r t e d  b y  S h i p p i n g  W a t c h ,  t h e  C o u r t  c o n c l u d e d ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e 

N a t i o n a l  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  P r o s e c u t i o n  o f  E c o n o m i c  a n d 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C r i m e  ( Ø k o k r i m ) ,  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  o w n e r  w a s  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e 

T i d e  C a r r i e r ’ s  b u y e r  w a s  i n t e n d i n g  t o  s c r a p  t h e  v e s s e l  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  i n 

v i o l a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  a n d  E u r o p e a n  w a s t e  r u l e s .
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Lagmannsretten stated that it makes little difference on the justification for
punishment whether the shipowner himself sells the ship directly to a
shipbreaker on the beach in Gadani or sells it to a middle man.

MARIA BACHE DAHL, POLICE ATTORNEY for the National
Authority for Investigation and Prosecution of Economic
and Environmental Crime (Norway)

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/norwegian-ship-owner-sentenced-to-prison/
https://shippingwatch.com/carriers/article13851029.ece
https://shippingwatch.com/carriers/article13851029.ece


A C C I D E N T S

O n  J a n u a r y  7 ,  R a n v i k r a m  T r i p u r a  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  2 7  w h e n  h e  f e l l 

f r o m  t h e  v e s s e l  B U L L  K A L I M A N T A N  ( I M O  9 2 2 3 3 1 8 ) ,  a n  I n d o n e s i a n - o w n e d 

v e s s e l ,  a t  S . I .  S h i p  R e p r o c e s s  I n d  y a r d .

A r i f u l  S u j a n  ( 2 7 )  d i e d  a t  K a b i r  S t e e l  L t d  d u r i n g  a  n i g h t  s h i f t  o n  F e b r u a r y 

1 s t  a f t e r  b e i n g  h i t  b y  a n  i r o n  r o d  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n  b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l 

P I O N E E R  ( I M O  9 0 4 8 1 1 0 ) .  A  w e e k  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  B u s i n e s s  P o s t  h a d  r e p o r t e d 

a n  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  M o h a m m a d  B a k u l  P r a m a n i k  ( 5 7 )  a t  t h e 

s a m e  y a r d .

O n  F e b r u a r y  9 ,  M r .  R o f i q u l  ( 4 8 ) ,  a  f o r e m a n  a t  K a b i r  S h i p b r e a k i n g 

I n d u s t r i e s ,  w a s  s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  b y  a  s t e e l  r o p e .  T h e  s h i p  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e 

a c c i d e n t  w a s  M E D  ( I M O  9 0 0 2 2 0 7 ) ,  a  S i n g a p o r e - o w n e d  v e s s e l .  O n  F e b r u a r y 

2 6 ,  a n o t h e r  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h i p ’ s 

g e n e r a t o r  a t  t h e  s a m e  y a r d .  T h e  g e n e r a t o r  f e l l  o n  t h e  l e g  o f  S h a l i m ,  w h o 

n o w  r i s k s  a n  a m p u t a t i o n .  S h a l i m  w o r k s  a s  a  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  a t  K a b i r  S t e e l .  
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BANGLADESH

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2022/01/07/man-dies-after-falling-from-ship-at-chittagong-shipbreaking-yard
https://businesspostbd.com/national/ksrms-shipbreaking-yard-sees-first-fatality-of-2022
https://businesspostbd.com/national/ksrms-shipbreaking-yard-sees-first-fatality-of-2022


O n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  A k b e r  A l i  ( 3 6 )  w a s  i n j u r e d  b y  a  f a l l i n g  i r o n  p l a t e  w h i l e 

w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  e n g i n e  r o o m  o f  t h e  G . S T A R  ( I M O  9 1 1 8 3 9 3 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  a 

T h a i  c o m p a n y ,  a t  H . M .  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  I n d u s t r y  L t d .  O n  A u g u s t  1 9  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e 

b r e a k i n g  o f  t h i s  v e s s e l  h a d  a l r e a d y  c a u s e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  R a k i b  ( 2 6 ) .  

O n  M a r c h  3 ,  A m i r u l  ( 2 0 )  b r o k e  h i s  l e g  a f t e r  f a l l i n g  d u r i n g  c u t t i n g 

o p e r a t i o n s  o n  b o a r d  t h e  J E N G A  ( I M O  9 0 7 3 4 3 8 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  B e r g e  B u l k ,  a t 

F e r d o u s  S t e e l .  O n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  a n o t h e r  a c c i d e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  s a m e  y a r d 

i n v o l v i n g  t h e  V I N S O N  ( I M O  9 2 0 5 0 8 1 ) ,  a  S i n g a p o r e - o w n e d  v e s s e l .  M i l o n 

( 4 7 ) ,  a  c u t t i n g  s u p e r v i s o r ,  s u f f e r e d  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  c a u s e d  b y  a n  e x p l o s i o n  o f 

a  L P G  t u b e .  T h e  s a m e  v e s s e l  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e 

l a s t  y e a r  o n  J u l y  1 4 ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M d .  M o f i z  ( 4 0 ) .

O n  M a r c h  7 ,  A b d u l l a h  S h e a k  ( 2 4 )  g o t  i n j u r e d  w h e n  h e  f e l l  d u r i n g  c u t t i n g 

o p e r a t i o n s  o n  b o a r d  t h e  M A D A M E  ( I M O  7 4 1 1 9 6 1 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S o n a t r a c h 

P e t r o l e u m  C o r p ,  a t  t h e  P a c i f i c  S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d .  

APRIL 2022SAQU #29 //

0 6



0 7

APRIL 2022SAQU #29 //

A c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  G u j a r a t i  n e w s p a p e r  S a u r t r a  S a m a c h a r ,  o n
F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  a  c u t t i n g  p l a t e  h i t  A v i n a s h  K u m a r  J a y a n t i  R a m  ( 4 5 )  i n  t h e  h e a d
a t  p l o t  n o .  4 0  ( B a n s a l  G r o u p  H o n e y )  c a u s i n g  h i s  d e a t h .

INDIA

PAKISTAN

O n  M a r c h  7 ,  t h e  b r e a k i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  J . N A T  l e f t  t h r e e  w o r k e r s 

i n j u r e d  a f t e r  a n  e x p l o s i o n .   A c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  m e d i a ,  a  f i r e  b r o k e  o u t 

d u r i n g  t h e  s c r a p p i n g  o f  t h e  s h i p  a t  D e e w a n  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  P v t  L t d .  

A f t e r  d i s m a n t l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  J .  N A T  s t a r t e d  i n  M a y  2 0 2 1 ,  l o c a l 

m e d i a  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  m e r c u r y - c o n t a m i n a t e d  o i l  s l u d g e  w a s  r e m o v e d  f r o m 

t h e  s h i p  a n d  f i l l e d  i n  d r u m s  f o r  s a l e ,  w i t h  w o r k e r s  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  s e v e r e 

b u r n i n g ,  r a s h e s  o n  t h e i r  h a n d s  a n d  f a c e ,  a n d  b r e a t h i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

B a l o c h i s t a n ' s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o r d e r e d  t h e  i m m e d i a t e 

c l o s u r e  o f  p l o t  5 8  a n d  s t a r t e d  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t h e  s h i p 

w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  a n c h o r  a t  G a d a n i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  I n t e r p o l ’ s 

w a r n i n g s  t o  P a k i s t a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  L a t e r  o n ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t 

p r o v e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m e r c u r y  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c o u r t  i s s u e d  a  v e r d i c t  i n 

f a v o u r  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k e r ,  c l e a r i n g  t h e  v e s s e l  o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  c a r r y i n g 

m e r c u r y  w a s t e .  H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  w h i l e  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s 

s t i l l  p e n d i n g ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  B a l o c h i s t a n  E n v i r o n m e n t 

D e p a r t m e n t  i s s u e d  a  N o n  O b j e c t i o n  C e r t i f i c a t e  ( N O C )  o f  c o l d  w o r k  o n  t h e 

s h i p  a n d  c u t t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  s t a r t e d  a g a i n .  A n  N O C  c a n  o n l y  b e  i s s u e d  w i t h 

t h e  j o i n t  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  f o u r  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  B a l o c h i s t a n  ( B D A ,  E P A , 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  L a b o r  D e p a r t m e n t ) ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  y a r d  s t a r t e d 

 c u t t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h o u t  o f f i c i a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

https://proiqra.com/gadani-shipbreaking-yard-a-ship-full-of-chemicals-caught-fire-3-workers-injured/
https://www.geo.tv/latest/351898-ship-containing-hazardous-liquid-anchored-at-gadani-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.geo.tv/latest/351898-ship-containing-hazardous-liquid-anchored-at-gadani-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.dawn.com/news/1625910
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S A I P E M  P L A T F O R M S  C O N T I N U E  T O  B E  B E A C H E D  I N  I N D I A
I n  2 0 2 1 ,  5 8 3  s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t a n k e r s ,  b u l k e r s ,  p l a t f o r m s ,  g e n e r a l  c a r g o , 

f e r r i e s ,  a n d  c r u i s e  s h i p s ,  w a s h e d  u p  o n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a , 

a n d  P a k i s t a n .  A m o n g s t  t h e s e  v e s s e l s ,  t h r e e  s e m i - s u b m e r s i b l e  p l a t f o r m s , 

w h i c h  b e l o n g e d  t o  S a i p e m ,  w e r e  b e a c h e d  i n  I n d i a .  T h e  f i r s t  u n i t  o f  t h e  t r i o 

i s  t h e  R e o  ( f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  P e r r o  N e g r o  2 ) ,  c o m m e r c i a l l y  o p e r a t e d  b y 

S a i p e m  S p a ,  w h i c h  f l e w  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  f l a g  b e f o r e  c h a n g i n g  i t  t o  t h a t  o f 

S t  K i t t s  &  N e v i s .  S i m i l a r  i s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  L p h  ( f o r m e r l y  P e r r o  N e g r o  5 ) , 

c o m m e r c i a l l y  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  D u t c h  E q u i p m e n t  R e n t a l  &  S e r v i c e s  B V , 

w h i c h  a l s o  f l e w  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  f l a g  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c h a n g e d  i t  t o  t h a t  o f 

S t .  K i t t s  &  N e v i s .  A  t h i r d  u n i t ,  t h e  S c a r a b e o  7 ,  o p e r a t e d  b y  S a i p e m  S p a , 

f l e w  t h e  f l a g  o f  t h e  B a h a m a s  a n d  w a s  a l s o  d i s m a n t l e d  i n  I n d i a  a f t e r  a  s h o r t 

c h a n g e  o f  o w n e r s h i p  t o  B e a c o n  &  B a y  S h i p p i n g  S e r v i c e s ,  a  D u b a i  c o m p a n y . 

T o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  i n  I n d i a ,  t w o  u n i t s  r e m o v e d  t h e  f l a g  o f  a n 

E U  s t a t e  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h a t  o f  P o r t u g a l )  a n d  r e p l a c e d  i t  w i t h  o n e  o f 

c o n v e n i e n c e  ( t h a t  o f  S t  K i t t s  a n d  N e v i s ) ,  i n  c l e a r  c i r c u m v e n t i o n  o f  E U  s h i p 

r e c y c l i n g  r u l e s .

A B G  S H I P Y A R D  I N  I N D I A  I N V O L V E D  I N  B I G G E S T  F R A U D  C A U S E
T h e  C e n t r a l  B u r e a u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  ( C B I )  h a s  r e g i s t e r e d  a  f e d e r a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  a g a i n s t  A B G  S h i p y a r d  L t d  a n d  i t s  d i r e c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g 

c h a i r m a n  a n d  m a n a g i n g  d i r e c t o r  R i s h i  K a m l e s h  A g a r w a l ,  i n  w h a t  c o u l d  b e 

t h e  b i g g e s t  b a n k  f r a u d  c a s e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  I n d i a .  A B G  S h i p y a r d ,  t h e 

f l a g s h i p  o f  t h e  A B G  G r o u p ,  i s  o n e  o f  I n d i a ' s  l a r g e s t  f i r m s  e n g a g e d  i n 

s h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  s h i p  r e p a i r .  A p a r t  f r o m  A g a r w a l ,  S a n t h a n a m  M u t h u s w a m y , 

A s h w i n i  K u m a r ,  S u s h i l  K u m a r  A g a r w a l  a n d  R a v i  V i m a l  N e v e t i a  h a v e  a l s o 

b e e n  n a m e d  i n  t h e  c a s e .  O n  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  t h e  C B I  r e l e a s e d  a  s t a t e m e n t 

s a y i n g  s e a r c h e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  a t  1 3  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  t h e 

a c c u s e d  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  i n c r i m i n a t i n g  d o c u m e n t s .  T h e  m a t t e r 

w a s  m a d e  p u b l i c  a f t e r  t h e  S t a t e  B a n k  o f  I n d i a  f i l e d  a  c o m p l a i n t .  A  m a s s i v e 

q u a n t i t y  o f  ₹ 2 2 , 8 4 2  c r o r e  ( € 2 0 , 7 6 0 )  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s t o l e n  f r o m 

t h e  S B I  C o n s o r t i u m  o f  2 8  b a n k s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  I N D I A

https://www.shippingitaly.it/2022/02/01/ancora-tre-piattaforme-di-saipem-spiaggiate-in-india-nel-2021/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cbi-books-abg-shipyard-for-cheating-banks-worth-rs-22-842-crore-know-all-about-india-s-biggest-bank-fraud-case-101644720576829.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cbi-books-abg-shipyard-for-cheating-banks-worth-rs-22-842-crore-know-all-about-india-s-biggest-bank-fraud-case-101644720576829.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cbi-books-abg-shipyard-for-cheating-banks-worth-rs-22-842-crore-know-all-about-india-s-biggest-bank-fraud-case-101644720576829.html


A c c o r d i n g  t o  s o u r c e s ,  A B G  S h i p y a r d  o w e s  ₹ 7 , 0 8 9  c r o r e  t o  I C I C I  B a n k ,
₹ 3 , 6 3 9  c r o r e  t o  I D B I  B a n k ,  ₹ 2 , 9 2 5  c r o r e  t o  S t a t e  B a n k ,  ₹ 1 , 6 1 4  c r o r e  t o
B a n k  o f  B a r o d a ,  a n d  ₹ 1 , 2 4 4  c r o r e  t o  P u n j a b  N a t i o n a l  B a n k ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  m e d i a  s o u r c e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  C B I ' s  l a r g e s t  b a n k  f r a u d  c a s e ,
s u r p a s s i n g  t h e  P u n j a b  N a t i o n a l  B a n k  s c a n d a l  i n v o l v i n g  f u g i t i v e  d i a m a n t a i r e
N i r a v  M o d i  a n d  h i s  u n c l e  M e h u l  C h o k s i .

F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2
A c c o r d i n g  t o  G u j a r a t i  n e w s p a p e r  S a u r a s h t r a  S a m a c h a r ,  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e
w a s  b e i n g  b u r n e d  o n  t h e  b e a c h  i n  A l a n g .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e
p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  d e p a r t m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o  f l a w e d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
m e c h a n i s m s ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  i g n o r e d .

February 23, 2022
F i r e s  h a v e  b r o k e n  o u t  i n  s e v e r a l  k h a d a s  i n  A l a n g ,  r e p o r t e d  t h e  G u j a r a t i 

n e w s p a p e r  S a u r a s h t r a  S a m a c h a r .  K h a d a s  a r e  s c r a p  g o o d s  s h o p s  w h e r e 

A l a n g ' s  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  w a s t e  a r e  s o l d .  I t  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  i n  t h r e e  m o n t h s 

t h a t  t h e  k h a d a s  h a v e  b e e n  d a m a g e d  b y  f i r e .  T h e  f i r e  b r i g a d e  a r r i v e d  o n 

t i m e  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  f i r e ,  b u t  t h e  r o a d  b e t w e e n  T a n s a  a n d  A l a n g  h a d  m o r e 

t h a n  5 0 0  k h a d a s  b u r n i n g .  S i n c e  t h e r e  i s  n o  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  a d j a c e n t 

s p a c e s ,  m a j o r  c a t a s t r o p h e  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e .  B e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  w a t e r 

t a n k e r s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  f i r e  i n  A l a n g  w a s  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l 

o n l y  a f t e r  8  h o u r s .  T h e  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  s h o w s  t h e  r e c e n t  f i r e .  
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

P O T E N T I A L  N E W  S H I P B R E A K I N G  Y A R D  I N  P A Y R A  P O R T
B a n g l a d e s h  h a s  l o n g  w a n t e d  t o  f o c u s  o n  s h i p  b u i l d i n g  a n d  n o t  j u s t  o n  s h i p - 

b r e a k i n g .  N i z a m  S h i p p i n g  L t d ,  a  s h i p b u i l d e r  i n  J h a l a k a t h i  ( B a n g l a d e s h ) ,  i s 

 p u s h i n g  t o  e x p a n d  i t s  b u s i n e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y 

c l a i m  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b r i n g i n g  s c r a p  s t e e l  s h e e t s  a n d  o t h e r  r a w  m a t e r i a l s 

f r o m  C h a t t o g r a m  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  h a s  b e c o m e  t o o  t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  a n d 

c o s t l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  N i z a m u d d i n ,  o w n e r  o f  N i z a m  S h i p p i n g  L t d ,  c l a i m s  t h a t 

t h e  s h i p y a r d s  i n  B a r i s h a l  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  i m m e n s e l y  i f  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n 

t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  P a y r a  p o r t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .

L i k e  N i z a m  S h i p p i n g ,  m a n y  o t h e r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  y a r d s  i n  B a r i s h a l  h a v e  b e e n 

f a c i n g  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m s .  T h e s e  4 0  o r  s o  y a r d s  n e e d  a r o u n d  5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  1 

l a k h  t o n s  o f  s t e e l  p e r  y e a r ,  a n d  t r a n s p o r t i n g  1 2  t o n s  o f  t h i s  s t e e l  f r o m 

C h a t t o g r a m  t o  B a r i s h a l  c o s t s  T k 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  I n d u s t r y  i n s i d e r s  h a v e  c o m m e n t e d
t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  w i l l  c o m e  d o w n  t o  T k 6 , 0 0 0 - 1 0 , 0 0 0  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g 

y a r d  i n  B a r i s h a l .  N i z a m  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  n e w  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  w i l l  c r e a t e 

m o r e  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  b u s i n e s s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h 

t o  f l o u r i s h .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  m e d i a  s o u r c e s ,  G e n t i u m  S o l u t i o n s ,  a  S i n g a p o r e -  a n d 

A u s t r a l i a - b a s e d  c o m p a n y ,  a n d  D a m e n  S h i p y a r d s  G r o u p ,  a  N e t h e r l a n d s - 

b a s e d  c o m p a n y ,  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  a  T k 1 4 , 0 0 0  c r o r e  ( a r o u n d  € 1 . 5 m ) 

F o r e i g n  D i r e c t  I n v e s t m e n t  ( F D I )  p r o j e c t  t o  b u i l d  a  s h i p y a r d  n e a r  P a y r a 

s e a p o r t  i n  P a t u a k h a l i .  T h e s e  t w o  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e 

p r o j e c t ,  m a k i n g  i t  t h e  c o s t l i e s t  F D I  p r o j e c t  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/barishal-shipbuilding-could-flourish-shipbreaking-yard-382255
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/barishal-shipbuilding-could-flourish-shipbreaking-yard-382255
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/barishal-shipbuilding-could-flourish-shipbreaking-yard-382255
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/barishal-shipbuilding-could-flourish-shipbreaking-yard-382255
https://www.dhakatribune.com/editorial/2022/01/26/the-vessels-we-build
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S O N A I C H H A R I  C A N A L  T U R N E D  I N T O  A  N A R R O W  S T R E A M
T h e  S o n a i c h h a r i  c a n a l ,  w h i c h  i s  d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  B a y  o f  B e n g a l , 

w a s  o n c e  a  b u s t l i n g  1 5  m e t e r  w i d e  w a t e r w a y  t h a t  a i d e d  3 0 0  f i s h e r m e n .
T h e  D a i l y  S t a r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  C h a t t o g r a m ' s 

S i t a k u n d a  U p a z i l a ’ s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( D o E ) 

h a v e  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s r e g a r d e d  h o w  t w o  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  h a v e  i l l e g a l l y 

t a k e n  l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  c a n a l .  B o t h  y a r d s ,  S e i k o  S t e e l  ( D a r u s  S a l a m 

E n t e r p r i s e )  a n d  J i r i  S u b a d a r  S t e e l  M i l l s ,  h a v e  e n c r o a c h e d  t h e  c a n a l  f r o m 

t w o  s i d e s .  T h e  c a n a l  h a s  b e e n  f i l l e d  w i t h  s o i l ,  a n d  J i r i  S u b a d a r  h a s  t a k e n 

o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b y  b u i l d i n g  n u m e r o u s  i r o n  a n d  c e m e n t  p i l l a r s 

a l o n g  t h e  c a n a l ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y  f i l l i n g  o v e r  1 1  m e t e r s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s . 

U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  c a n a l ' s  n a v i g a b i l i t y  h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d ,  p u t t i n g  a t  r i s k  t h e 

l i v e l i h o o d s  o f  f i s h e r s  w h o  d e p e n d e d  o n  t h e  w a t e r  b o d y  a n d  n o w  a r e 

s t r u g g l i n g  t o  m o v e  w i t h  t h e i r  b o a t s  i n  s u c h  a  n a r r o w  s t r e a m .

S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R  P H Y S I C A L L Y  A S S A U L T E D  A T  K A B I R  S T E E L  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  I n d u s t r i A L L ,  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  w a s  f i r e d  w i t h o u t  a 

w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  a t  K a b i r  S t e e l ,  a n d  m a d e  a  c o m p l a i n t  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

I n s p e c t i o n  f o r  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  ( D I F E ) .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  y a r d 

o w n e r  a b u s e d  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  t h e  w o r k e r .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  D I F E 

r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n  a n d  t h e  e m p l o y e r  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  a n 

a g r e e m e n t .  A f t e r  a  b i p a r t i t e  m e e t i n g  o n  M a r c h  1 5 ,  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r 

a p o l o g i s e d  t o  t h e  w o r k e r  a n d  a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  h i m  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t a k i n g 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t .

https://www.thedailystar.net/chattogram/news/choked-2-shipbreaking-yards-2984056
https://www.thedailystar.net/chattogram/news/choked-2-shipbreaking-yards-2984056
https://www.thedailystar.net/chattogram/news/choked-2-shipbreaking-yards-2984056
https://www.industriall-union.org/shipbreaker-physically-assaulted
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N

P A K I S T A N I  S H I P  R E C Y C L E R S  T A K E  O N  C R U I S E  S H I P S  A F T E R  G A I N I N G 

P R I C I N G  A D V A N T A G E
R e c y c l e r s  a t  G a d a n i  h a v e  g a i n e d  a  p r i c i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h e i r 

c o m p e t i t o r s  a t  A l a n g ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  b u y  s h i p s  t h e y  o r d i n a r i l y  w o u l d  n o t 

a p p r o a c h .  A s  r e p o r t e d  b y  T r a d e W i n d s ,  t w o  c r u i s e  s h i p s  t h a t  w e r e  g o i n g  t o 

b e  b e a c h e d  a t  A l a n g  i n  I n d i a  h a v e  i n s t e a d  b e e n  s o l d  t o  c o m p e t i t o r s  i n 

P a k i s t a n .  B e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1 ,  w h e n  D u b a i - b a s e d  B e a c o n  &  B a y 

S h i p p i n g  s o l d  t h e  5 6 , 8 0 0  G T  c r u i s e  s h i p  A n t a r e s  E x p e r i e n c e  ( b u i l t  i n  1 9 9 3 ) 

f o r  r e c y c l i n g ,  c r u i s e  s h i p s  w e r e  r a r e l y  s e e n  o n  t h e  b e a c h  i n  G a d a n i .

T h e  a r r i v a l s  a t  G a d a n i  o f  t h e  2 3 , 3 0 0 - t o n  c r u i s e  s h i p  F u j i  M a r u  ( b u i l t  1 9 8 9 ) 

a n d  t h e  1 8 , 5 0 0 - t o n  O r i e n t a l  D r a g o n  ( b u i l t  1 9 7 2 )  d e m o n s t r a t e  h o w  h i g h 

s c r a p  p r i c e s  h a v e  m a d e  P a k i s t a n  a n  a p p e a l i n g  c h o i c e .  T h e  O r i e n t a l  D r a g o n , 

w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  s o l d  t o  c a s h  b u y e r s  a t  a  M a l a y s i a n  a u c t i o n  i n  D e c e m b e r  f o r 

M Y R  2 0 . 5  m i l l i o n  ( $ 4 . 9  m i l l i o n ) ,  a t t a i n e d  a  p e r  L D T  p r i c e  o f  $ 5 8 5 ,  f o r  a 

t o t a l  o f  $ 5 . 9 5  m i l l i o n .

B A L O C H I S T A N  E P A  I N I T I A T E S  A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  S O P s  V I O L A T I O N S  A N D 

F I N E S  D E W A A N  S H I P  R E C Y C L I N G  L T D  
A f t e r  t h e  r e c e n t  a c c i d e n t  o n  M a r c h  7 ,  t h e  B a l o c h i s t a n  E n v i r o n m e n t 

P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  ( E P A )  h a s  l a u n c h e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  i m p l e m e n t 

s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  ( S O P s )  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a t 

G a d a n i  S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d .  T h e  D G  E P A  B a l o c h i s t a n  h a s  v o w e d  t h a t  t h e 

a u t h o r i t y  w o u l d  n o t  t o l e r a t e  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  i t s  S O P s ,  a n d  s t r i c t  a c t i o n 

w i l l  b e  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  w h o  a b e t  t h e  l a w .  T h e  E P A  h a s  i s s u e d  a  f i n e  o f 

R s  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( € 3 . 5 k )  t o  D e e w a n  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  P v t  L t d  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e 

S O P s .  T h e  p l o t  o w n e r  h a s  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  p a y  t h e  f i n e  w i t h i n  a  w e e k  a n d 

e n s u r e  t h e  y a r d  i s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s a f e t y  g u i d e l i n e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o 

o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  w o r k  o n  P l o t  N o .  5 8  o f  G a d a n i  S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d  w a s 

s t o p p e d  d u e  t o  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  S O P s  a n d  S e c t i o n  2 5  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  2 0 1 2 .  D u r i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

i n s p e c t o r  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  y a r d  s t a r t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h o u t  o f f i c i a l 

a u t h o r i t y .  I n  f a c t ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  a l l o w e d  c o l d  w o r k  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  b u t  h a d
n o t  i s s u e d  a  g a s - f r e e  N O C  a s  t h e  j o i n t  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e f e c t i v e  s h i p  w a s 

s t i l l  p e n d i n g .  

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/cruise-and-ferry/pakistani-ship-recyclers-chomp-on-cruise-ships-as-scrap-candidates-remain-scarce/2-1-1155712
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/cruise-and-ferry/pakistani-ship-recyclers-chomp-on-cruise-ships-as-scrap-candidates-remain-scarce/2-1-1155712
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/balochistan-epa-initiates-action-against-sops-1481480.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/balochistan-epa-initiates-action-against-sops-1481480.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/balochistan-epa-initiates-action-against-sops-1481480.html
https://bexpress.com.pk/2022/03/epa-lasbela-fines-dewaan-ship-recycling-ltd/


W H A T  A R E  F S O s  A N D  F P S O s ?
F S O s  ( f l o a t i n g  s t o r a g e  u n i t s )  a n d  F P S O s  ( f l o a t i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  s t o r a g e  a n d 

o f f l o a d i n g  u n i t s )  a r e  e x t e n s i v e l y  u s e d  b y  t h e  o f f s h o r e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  h a v e 

b e c o m e  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l s  f o r  e x t r a c t i n g ,  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  s t o r i n g  o i l  a n d  g a s . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y  t o  p u r p o s e - b u i l t  s h i p s  a n d  s e m i - s u b m e r s i b l e s ,  t a n k e r s  a r e  a l s o 

c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  F S O s  a n d  F P S O s .  I n  t e r m s  o f 

d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g ,  t h e s e  f l o a t i n g  u n i t s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s a m e  w a s t e 

l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  v e s s e l s .  U n l e s s  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  a r e 

d e c o m m i s s i o n e d  i n  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  w a y ,  t h e y  p o s e  a  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  a n d 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i s k .  A r o u n d  2 0 0  f l o a t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a s 

s c r a p p e d  g l o b a l l y  s i n c e  2 0 1 5  ( 1 )  –  a n d  a n  e s t i m a t e d  4 0 %  o f  t h e s e  a s s e t s 

e n d e d  u p  o n  S o u t h  A s i a n  b e a c h e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  b r o k e n  u p  u n d e r 

c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  c a u s e  i r r e p a r a b l e  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  c o a s t a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 

p u t  w o r k e r s ’  l i v e s  a n d  h e a l t h  a t  r i s k .  T h i s  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  o f 

b e a c h e d  o f f s h o r e  s t r u c t u r e s  i f  c o m p a r e d  t o  t r e n d s  o f  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .

T H E  D E C O M M I S S I O N I N G  P R O C E S S
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e a v y  m e t a l s  s u c h  a s  l e a d ,  c a d m i u m ,  z i n c  a n d  c o p p e r  t h a t 

a r e  f o u n d  i n  p a i n t s ,  c o a t i n g ,  i n s u l a t i o n ,  b a t t e r i e s  a n d  e l e c t r i c a l 

c o m p o u n d s ,  w h a t  i s  u n i q u e  f o r  o i l  a n d  g a s  e x t r a c t i o n  u n i t s  i s  t h a t 

c o n t a m i n a n t s  i n c l u d i n g  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  ( N O R M ) 

a n d  m e r c u r y  c a n  c o a t  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  s t o r a g e ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d 

p r o d u c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t .
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D E C O M M I S S I O N I N G  O F  F S O S  A N D  F P S O S

(1) Recycling Outlook. Decommissioning of North Sea Floating Oil & Gas Units. NGO Shipbreaking Platform. 2019.
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(2) (3) Baker, S.; Andrew, M.; Kirby, M.; Bower, M.; Walls, D.; Hunter, L. & Stewart, A. Mercury Contamination of Process and Pipeline Infrastructure - A
Novel, All-Encompassing Solution for the Evaluation and Decontamination of Mercury from Pipelines and Topside Process Equipment to allow Safe
Disposal. 2021.

N O R M - s c a l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  e l e m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  o i l  a n d  g a s 

w h e n  i t  i s  e x t r a c t e d .  E x p o s u r e  t o  i o n i s i n g  r a d i a t i o n  p o s e s  r i s k s  t o  w o r k e r s ’ 

h e a l t h ,  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  r i s k  o f  e x p o s u r e  d u r i n g 

d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  i s  h i g h  a n d  p a r t s  c o n t a i n i n g  N O R M  h a v e  t o  b e  c l e a n e d , 

h a n d l e d  a n d  d i s p o s e d  o f  i n  a  c o n t r o l l e d  m a n n e r  a t  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e 

l i c e n s e d  t o  h a n d l e  r a d i o a c t i v e  w a s t e .  L i k e  N O R M ,  m e r c u r y  i s  e n c o u n t e r e d 

i n  s o m e  g a s  a n d  o i l  p r o d u c t i o n  s y s t e m s  a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  w h i c h  c a n 

p r o d u c e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  m a t e r i a l  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l 

p r o b l e m s .  I t  c a n  c o n t a m i n a t e  t h e  h y d r o c a r b o n  p r o c e s s i n g  e q u i p m e n t  o f 

o f f s h o r e  u n i t s  a n d  b a l l a s t  w a t e r s .  O n  b o a r d ,  i t  c a n  a l s o  b e  f o u n d  i n 

t h e r m o m e t e r s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  s w i t c h e s ,  l e v e l  s w i t c h e s  a n d  l i g h t  f i t t i n g s . 

M e r c u r y  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p  t e n  c h e m i c a l s  o f  m a j o r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h 

c o n c e r n  b y  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i s a t i o n .  E x p o s u r e  t o  l o w  l e v e l s  o f 

m e r c u r y  v a p o u r  c a n  c a u s e  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s .  E x p o s u r e  t o  h i g h  l e v e l s 

c a n  d e e p l y  h a r m  t h e  n e r v o u s ,  d i g e s t i v e  a n d  i m m u n e  s y s t e m s  a n d  o r g a n s 

l i k e  l u n g s  a n d  k i d n e y s .  I f  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  p r i o r  t o  s c r a p p i n g ,  r i s k s  f o r 

w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r e  h i g h .  

O p e r a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t o r c h  c u t t i n g ,  s m e l t i n g  o r  o t h e r  a b r a s i v e  s u r f a c e 

p r e p a r a t i o n s  c a n  l e a d  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l e a s e  o f  e l e m e n t a l  m e r c u r y  a n d  e v e n 

b y p a s s  t h e  m o s t  c o m m e r c i a l  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E )  a n d  i s 

h i g h l y  h a z a r d o u s  t o  h u m a n  h e a l t h ,  a n d  i f  a b a n d o n e d  i n - s i t u ,  a l l  m e r c u r y 

w i l l  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  e c o s y s t e m s  ( 2 ) .  M e r c u r y  c a n n o t  b e  r e m o v e d 

f r o m  t h e  s t e e l  m i l l  s c r a p  f e e d  a f t e r  t h e  r e c y c l e d  m a t e r i a l  h a s  b e e n  c r u s h e d 

o r  s h r e d d e d ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  m e r c u r y - c o n t a m i n a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  n e e d  t o  b e 

d e c o n t a m i n a t e d  a t  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  p r o c e s s .  T h e  s h i p p i n g 

i n d u s t r y  i s  t h e r e f o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d i s p o s i n g  o f  m e r c u r y  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d 

i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y - f r i e n d l y  m a n n e r .  I n  s t u d i e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  c h e m i c a l l y 

t r e a t i n g  s t e e l  s e c t i o n s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  o v e r  9 7 %  ( 3 )  o f  t h e 

m e r c u r y  d e p o s i t e d  c o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  i n t e r n a l  s u r f a c e s  o f  p i p e l i n e s 

a n d  s a f e l y  d i s p o s e d  o f ,  t h e r e b y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  r i s k  o f  m e r c u r y 

r e l e a s e  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  w o r k e r  e x p o s u r e  d u r i n g  s m e l t i n g 

o p e r a t i o n s .

https://onepetro.org/SPESM02/proceedings-abstract/22SM02/1-22SM02/D011S001R001/472794


1 5

APRIL 2022SAQU #29 //

(4) Apoorve, J. & Garg, A. Hazard Identification and Assessment for FPSO Unit in Offshore Oil Industry. 2015.  

I L L E G A L  E X P O R T S  O F  E N D - O F - L I F E  F S O S  A N D  F P S O S  T O  S O U T H  A S I A
C o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  m e r c u r y  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  h i g h  i n  t h e  E a s t  A s i a n  r e g i o n , 

w h e r e  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  c r u d e  o i l  e n d s  u p  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  t h e  o f f s h o r e 

u n i t s ’  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t a n k s  a n d  p i p i n g .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  u n i t s  o r i g i n a t e  f r o m  t h e 

I n d o n e s i a n  o i l  f i e l d s .  T h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0  F P S O s  ( 4 )  c u r r e n t l y 

o p e r a t i n g  g l o b a l l y .  B e t w e e n  2 0 1 5  a n d  2 0 2 0 ,  B a n g l a d e s h  r e c e i v e d  a t  l e a s t 

2 1  F P S O s  f o r  d i s m a n t l i n g .  A s  f o r  o i l  a n d  g a s  r e l a t e d  u n i t s  t h a t  a r e 

s t r u c t u r a l l y  m o r e  s i m i l a r  t o  c o n v e n t i o n a l  s h i p s ,  o u t  o f  4 6  d r i l l  s h i p s  a n d 

F P S O s / F S O s  s c r a p p e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  3 3  w e r e  b e a c h e d  i n  S o u t h 

A s i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  u n i t s  o w n e d  b y  S h e l l ,  S A I P E M ,  O d e b r e c h t ,  M a e r s k  a n d  S B M 

O f f s h o r e .

Every year a number of FSOs/FSPOs enter their end-of-life. Due to its location in the ring
of fire belts, some countries in Southeast Asia have high mercury concentrations.
FSOs/FSPOs serve their purpose to store the offshore products, including slop water and
sludge containing mercury, for a period of time. When these units reach their-end-of-life,
the contaminants inside the ship are also transferred to the new owners, mostly the cash
buyers. The cost to clean up the tank involves a significant amount of capital and many
FSOs/FSPOs owners avoid these costs by selling the vessels to cash buyers. Moreover,
weak regulations and poor law enforcement make the FSOs/FPSOs owners choose the
easiest and dirtiest way to close their ownerships. The biggest costs are then shifted to
the beaching ports and the workers, creating a long term environmental and social
burden. This practice should be ended and new rules should be introduced to prevent
further disaster. 

YUYUN ISMAWATI DRWIEGA
Advisor and Co-founder - Nexus3 Foundation



F P S O  N O R T H  S E A  P R O D U C E R
T h e  N O R M - c o n t a m i n a t e d  F P S O  t a n k e r  N O R T H  S E A  P R O D U C E R  w a s 

d e p l o y e d  i n  t h e  M c C u l l o c h  f i e l d  i n  t h e  N o r t h  S e a  f o r  1 7  y e a r s .  I t  w a s 

o w n e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h  S e a  P r o d u c t i o n  C o m p a n y ,  a  s i n g l e - s h i p  j o i n t  v e n t u r e 

b e t w e e n  D a n i s h  M a e r s k  a n d  B r a z i l i a n  O d e b r e c h t .  O n c e  t h e  f i e l d  c l o s e d , 

t h e  u n i t  w a s  l a i d  u p  i n  T e e s p o r t ,  U K .  I t  l e f t  t h e  U K  i n  M a y  2 0 1 6  a n d  w a s 

d i r e c t l y  t o w e d  t o  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  b e a c h e d  a t  t h e  J a n a t a  S t e e l 

s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  T h e  t a n k e r ’ s  e x p o r t  f r o m  t h e  U K  t o  B a n g l a d e s h  w a s
i l l e g a l  u n d e r  t h e  E U  W a s t e  S h i p m e n t  R e g u l a t i o n .  W h i l s t  M a e r s k  c l a i m s  t h a t 

t h e y  s o l d  t h e  v e s s e l  t o  t h e  S t  K i t t s  a n d  N e v i s  r e g i s t e r e d  p o s t - b o x  c o m p a n y 

C o n q u i s t a d o r  S h i p p i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  u s e  i n  t h e  T i n 

C a n  I s l a n d  P o r t  i n  N i g e r i a ,  i t  w a s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  b u y e r  w a s  G M S ,  o n e  o f 

t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l a r g e s t  s c r a p  d e a l e r s  f o r  e n d  o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e 

m a r k e t  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  w a s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  M a e r s k  w a s  a b l e 

t o  f i n d  a  n e w  o w n e r  f o r  t h e  s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  o i l  a n d  g a s  s e c t o r .  

O n  1 4  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  d e c l a r e d  t h e 

i m p o r t ,  b e a c h i n g  a n d  b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  F P S O  N O R T H  S E A  P R O D U C E R  i l l e g a l . 

T h e  j u d g e m e n t  w a s  i s s u e d  i n  a  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  L i t i g a t i o n  ( P I L )  f i l e d  b y 

P l a t f o r m ’ s  m e m b e r ,  B E L A .  T h e  C o u r t  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  w i t h  d i s m a y  t h e 

i n c e s s a n t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w s  b y  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g 

i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  p a s s e d  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  r e g u l a t e 

t h e  s e c t o r  i n  l i n e  w i t h  e a r l i e r  r u l i n g s .  U K  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e 

s t i l l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c a s e  t o  a s s e s s  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t .
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F S O  J E S S L Y N  N A T U N A
T h e  F S O  J .  N A T ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  J E S S L Y N  N A T U N A ,  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1 9 8 3 

a n d  i t  w a s  o w n e d  b y  I n d o n e s i a n  c o m p a n y  P T  G l o b a l  N i a g a  B e r s a m a . 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  b y  P l a t f o r m ’ s  p a r t n e r  i n  I n d o n e s i a , 

N e x u s 3  F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  u n i t  w a s  h i r e d  b y  P T  P e r t a l a h a n  A r n e b a t a r a 

N a t u n a  ( P T  P A N )  a f t e r  i t s  d e p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  U d a n g  F i e l d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t 

o f  t h e  N a t u n a  S e a  ( I n d o n e s i a ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  m a r i t i m e  d a t a b a s e s ,  t h e  v e s s e l 

w a s  s o l d  b y  P T  G l o b a l  N i a g a  B e r s a m a  t o  c a s h  b u y e r  S O M A P  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

P t e  L t d  i n  A u g u s t  2 0 1 9 .  S O M A P  i s  a  c o m p a n y  s p e c i a l i s e d  i n  t r a d i n g  e n d - 

o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  t o  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  o p e r a t e  s h i p s
o t h e r  t h a n  o n  t h e i r  l a s t  v o y a g e .  O n  1 9  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 9 ,  S O M A P  c h a n g e d 

t h e  f l a g  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  f r o m  I n d o n e s i a  t o  P a l a u  a n d  c h a n g e d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e 

v e s s e l  f r o m  J e s s l y n  N a t u n a  t o  J .  N A T .  T h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  P a l a u ’ s  c e r t i f i c a t e 

o f  R e g i s t r y  w a s  " i s s u e d  f o r  a  s i n g l e  v o y a g e  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n  u n d e r  t o w  f r o m 

B a t a m ,  I n d o n e s i a  t o  B h a v n a g a r / C h i t t a g o n g / G a d a n i . "  B e s i d e s  c a r r y i n g  1 5 0 0 

t o n s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  s l u d g e  o i l s ,  s l o p  o i l  a n d  o i l y  w a t e r , 

b a s e d  o n  t h e  t y p e ,  a g e  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e s s e l , 

t h e  J .  N A T  a l s o  l i k e l y  c o n t a i n e d  h i g h  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  m e r c u r y  w i t h i n  i t s  s t e e l 

s t r u c t u r e s .  

A m o n g  t h e  B a s e l  o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  e x p o r t  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ,  a  f u l l 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  a n d  t y p e s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  o n  b o a r d 

m u s t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c o n s e n t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  b o t h  f r o m  t h e  i m p o r t i n g  a n d 

t r a n s i t  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  a n d 

c o n s e n t  w e r e  n o t  f o l l o w e d  a n d  t h e  m e r c u r y  w a s  n o t  d e c l a r e d .  F a l s i f y i n g , 

o r  m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g ,  d o c u m e n t s  i s  a  c r i m i n a l  a c t  u n d e r  t h e  B a s e l 

C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  i l l e g a l  t r a f f i c  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e 

C o n v e n t i o n .  I n  A p r i l  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  B E L A  a n d  N e x u s 3 

F o u n d a t i o n ,  u r g e d  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d  P a k i s t a n  t o  h a l t  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  t h e 

h i g h l y  t o x i c  F S O  J .  N A T  t h a t  h a d  i l l e g a l l y  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  I n d o n e s i a . 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  N G O s ’  a c t i o n s  a n d  l o c a l  m e d i a  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f 

B a n g l a d e s h  d i r e c t e d  a l l  d e p a r t m e n t s  c o n c e r n e d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  s h i p  t o 

e n t e r  B a n g l a d e s h i  t e r r i t o r y .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  v e s s e l  r e a c h e d  t h e  b e a c h  o f 

G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n ,  a n d  i t s  b r e a k i n g  h a s  b e e n  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  m a n y  i n c i d e n t s .
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F S O  Y E T A G U N
I n  2 0 2 0 ,  l o c a l  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  N G O s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  N e x u s 3 

F o u n d a t i o n ,  w a r n e d  I n d o n e s i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t  t h e  i l l e g a l  d e p a r t u r e  o f 

t h e  m e r c u r y - c o n t a m i n a t e d  F P S O  Y E T A G U N  f r o m  B a t a m .  T h e  N G O 

S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m ,  E u r o p e a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  B u r e a u  ( E E B )  a n d  Z e r o 

M e r c u r y  G r o u p  a l s o  w a r n e d  I n d i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  b r e a c h  o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a s t e  l a w s ,  a n d  u r g e d  t h e m  t o  h a l t  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  t h e 

Y E T A G U N .  D e s p i t e  a n  i n i t i a l  r e j e c t i o n ,  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  i m p o r t  t h e  v e s s e l  w a s 

e v e n t u a l l y  g i v e n .  T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  b e a c h i n g  a n d 

b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  w e r e  a l l o w e d  a r e  s t i l l  u n c l e a r ,  b u t  d o c u m e n t s 

o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  a d m i t t e d  t h e y 

l a c k e d  c a p a c i t y  t o  d e t e c t  m e r c u r y  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  b e y o n d  t h e  s l o p s .  

T h e  D u t c h - d o c u m e n t a r y  Z e m b l a  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  l a s t  v o y a g e  a n d
s c r a p p i n g  o f  t h e  t a n k e r ,  o w n e d  b y  t h e  D u t c h  o i l  a n d  g a s  m u l t i n a t i o n a l 

S B M .  I n  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  Z e m b l a ,  S B M  O f f s h o r e  a n d  H o o g h l y 

S h i p b r e a k e r s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a  s a f e  w a y , 

a n d  h o l d  f o r t h  a s  e v i d e n c e  a  s o - c a l l e d  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e 

H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t :  b o t h  i s s u e d  b y  J a p a n e s e 

p r i v a t e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s o c i e t y  C l a s s  N K .  H o w e v e r ,  u n d e r c o v e r  r e c o r d i n g s 

a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  w o r k e r s  t h a t  d i s m a n t l e d  t h e  Y E T A G U N  r e v e a l 

a  s h o c k i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  b e a c h i n g  y a r d .  W o r k e r s 

w e r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d 

w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  p o i s o n o u s  m e r c u r y  c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  S e v e r a l 

s t a t e d  t h a t  f u l l  s a f e t y  g e a r  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  o n l y  w h e n  i n s p e c t i o n s  t a k e  p l a c e . 

T o x i c o l o g i s t s  t h a t  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  b y  Z e m b l a  s a y  i t 

i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  n o  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  m e r c u r y  w e r e  d e t e c t e d  d u r i n g  c u t t i n g 

o p e r a t i o n s ,  a s  c l a i m e d  b y  C l a s s  N K .

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/sbm-toxic-tanker/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaxkaxW8uUE&t=9s
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2 0 2 0 .
A l i ,  M o h a m m a d  &  P e a r c e ,  P r a f u l a .  

T h e  a r t i c l e  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h e  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  o u t l i n e s
a r g u m e n t s  o n  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n
( H K C )  t h a t  u n d e r m i n e  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s h i p b r e a k i n g
p r a c t i c e s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a .  T h e  C o n v e n t i o n ' s  m a j o r  w e a k n e s s e s  a r e  t h a t  i t  d o e s
n o t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  e a c h  P a r t y ;  t h a t  i t
f a i l s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  i t s  g o a l  o f  p r o m o t i n g  s a f e  r e c y c l i n g  s i n c e  t h e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  s a f e t y  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  l e f t  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  u n d e r -
r e s o u r c e d  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  s h i p b r e a k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ;  t h a t  i t
a l l o w s  s h i p  o w n e r s  t o  e s c a p e  l i a b i l i t y  u n d e r  t h e  P o l l u t e r  P a y s  P r i n c i p l e ;
a m o n g  o t h e r s .  T h e  a r t i c l e  a l s o  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  s h i p p i n g  n a t i o n s  a r e  t h e
p r i m a r y  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  u n s a f e  p r a c t i c e s  u s i n g  t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d ,  i n
w h i c h  s h i p  o w n e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  e x t e r n a l i z e  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  d e c o n t a m i n a t i o n
o f  t h e i r  t o x i c  v e s s e l s ,  e a r n i n g  f o u r  t o  f i v e  t i m e s  m o r e  U S D  f r o m  a  s h i p
d i s m a n t l e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  t h a n  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  
          
E f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  c o n v e n t i o n  o n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n  I n d i a ,
B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  P a k i s t a n

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

https://espace.curtin.edu.au/bitstream/handle/20.500.11937/80470/80497.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
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N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 1 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )
 

O U R  R E P O R T S

https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !



S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  7 0 0 0  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t
4 3 0  d e a t h s  a n d  3 5 4  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m o n i t o r .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
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A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

WE THANK THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE LIFE PROGRAMME FOR THEIR SUPPORT.

WE THANK THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING AND THE LLOYD'S REGISTER FOUNDATION
FOR THEIR SUPPORT UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 'ENGINEERING X'. 


