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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &

M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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C A S E S  &  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  

A L E R T  O F  I M M I N E N T  E X P O R T  O F  F P S O - E L  D O R A D O  T O  S O U T H  A S I A
O n  2  D e c e m b e r ,  w e  a l e r t e d  I n d i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t  t h e  i m m i n e n t  a r r i v a l  o f
t h e  F l o a t i n g  S t o r a g e  a n d  O f f l o a d i n g  ( F P S O )  t a n k e r  E L  D O R A D O  i n  A l a n g ,
G u j a r a t  f o r  b r e a k i n g .  T h e  v e s s e l  p o s s i b l y  c o n t a i n s  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  N a t u r a l l y
O c c u r r i n g  R a d i o a c t i v e  M a t e r i a l  ( N O R M )  i n  i t s  s t o r a g e  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n
e q u i p m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  o i l y  w a t e r s  o n b o a r d .  I n d u s t r y  s o u r c e s  r e a c h e d  o u t  t o
u s  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  a m o u n t s  o f  N O R M  a n d  o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s
s t i l l  l e f t  o n b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  i n  i t s  I n v e n t o r y  o f
H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s  ( I H M ) .  T h e  I H M  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  v e s s e l ’ s  l e g a l
i m p o r t  t o  I n d i a .  T h e  t a n k e r ,  f o r m a l l y  k n o w n  a s  F P S O  C i d a d e  d o  R i o  d e
J a n e i r o  M V 1 4 ,  o p e r a t e d  i n  B r a z i l i a n  w a t e r s  a n d  i t  w a s  o w n e d  b y  J a p a n e s e
c o m p a n y  M O D E C .  A f t e r  l e a v i n g  B r a z i l  a n d  h a v i n g  b e e n  a n c h o r e d  f o r  f e w
m o n t h s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  A r a b  E m i r a t e s ,  E L  D O R A D O  l e f t  u n d e r  t o w  o n  2 5
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0 .  A c t i o n  t o  h a l t  t h e  i m p o r t  a n d  i n s p e c t  t h e  s h i p  m u s t  b e
t a k e n  u r g e n t l y .  R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  G u j a r a t  P o l i c e  b a n n e d  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  t h e
m e r c u r y  l a d e n  F S O  R A D I A N T  /  J  N A T .

N O R W E G I A N  S H I P  O W N E R  S E N T E N C E D  T O  P R I S O N
G e o r g e  E i d e ,  a  N o r w e g i a n  s h i p  o w n e r ,  h a s  b e e n  s e n t e n c e d  t o  s i x  m o n t h s
u n c o n d i t i o n a l  i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  h a v i n g  a s s i s t e d  s c r a p  d e a l e r  W i r a n a  i n  a n
a t t e m p t  t o  i l l e g a l l y  s e n d  t h e  T I D E  C A R R I E R  t o  P a k i s t a n  f o r  s c r a p p i n g .  A t
t h a t  t i m e  ( F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7 ) ,  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s
m e m b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  B e l l o n a ,  t i p p e d  t h e  p o l i c e  a b o u t  t h e  i m m i n e n t  i l l e g a l
e x p o r t .  A s  r e p o r t e d  b y  S h i p p i n g  W a t c h ,  N o r w e g i a n  p o l i c e ,  w h i c h  c o n s i d e r s
t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d  a s  a  t h r e a t  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s
a n o t h e r  c a s e  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  G e o r g e  E i d e  h a s  a p p e a l e d  t h e
d e c i s i o n .

N A T I O N A L  G R E E N  T R I B U N A L  I N  I N D I A  A C C E P T S  B E A C H I N G ,  T H E  L E A S T
S O U N D  S H I P  R E C Y C L I N G  M E T H O D
O n  2 7  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  I n d i a n  N a t i o n a l  G r e e n  T r i b u n a l  ( N G T )  d i s m i s s e d  t h e
P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  L i t i g a t i o n  f i l e d  i n  2 0 1 7  b y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p  C o n s e r v a t i o n
A c t i o n  T r u s t  ( C A T ) .  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  
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e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c l e a r a n c e  g r a n t e d  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  a i m e d  a t  u p g r a d i n g  a n d
e x p a n d i n g  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n  A l a n g .  C A T  r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  r e g a r d s
t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  o n  m a r i n e  b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  s t r e s s e d  t h a t
s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t  p e r m i s s i b l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  a r e a  a c c o r d i n g
t o  t h e  I n d i a n  C o a s t a l  R e g u l a t i o n  Z o n e  ( C R Z )  r u l e s .  C A T  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  t r u e
i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t  I m p a c t  A s s e s s m e n t  ( E I A )  r e p o r t  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n
p r o j e c t  h a d  b e e n  g r a n t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c l e a r a n c e .  F u r t h e r ,  w h i l s t  t h e  E I A
i t s e l f  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d  a s  t h e  l e a s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
s o u n d  m e t h o d  a v a i l a b l e  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  u s i n g  p i e r s ,  s l i p w a y s  o r  d r y -
d o c k s ,  i t  s t a r t l i n g l y  o p t e d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d  i n
i t s  c o n c l u s i o n s .  S c i e n t i f i c  d a t a ,  a c a d e m i c  r e s e a r c h  a n d  m e d i a  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s
t h a t  r e v e a l  t h e  h u m a n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o s t s  o f  b r e a k i n g  s h i p s  i n  A l a n g
w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  N G T .  B a s e d  o n  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  b y
C A T ,  t h e  N G T  o r d e r e d  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  F o r e s t s  &  C l i m a t e
C h a n g e  ( M o E F & C C )  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a u d i t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e
i m p a c t s  o f  b e a c h i n g  i n  A l a n g  a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t s  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  C R Z  r u l e s .
T h e  s t u d y ,  w h i c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  O c e a n o g r a p h y
( N I O )  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  t r i b u n a l  i n  J u l y  2 0 2 0 ,  r e p o r t s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  h e a v y  m e t a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h r o m i u m ,  m a n g a n e s e ,  z i n c ,  a r s e n i c ,
c a d m i u m  a n d  l e a d ,  i n  t h e  o n s h o r e  a n d  n e a r  s h o r e  w a t e r  s a m p l e s  t a k e n  a t  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i r o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a b o v e  p e r m i t t e d  l e v e l s  i n
f i s h ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c a l l s  f o r  m e a s u r e s  t o  c u r t a i l  p o l l u t i o n  a t  t h e  y a r d s .
Y e t ,  i n  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  N I O  s a d l y  e c h o e s  t h e  f a u l t y  E I A  a n d  r u b b e r s t a m p s  a
k n o w i n g l y  p o l l u t i n g  m e t h o d  w h i c h  i s  b a n n e d  i n  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e
f o u r - j u d g e  b e n c h  o f  t h e  N G T  t h a t  d i s m i s s e d  C A T ’ s  p e t i t i o n  c h o s e  t o  r e l y  o n
f a u l t y  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  e v i d e n c e  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e
E I A ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  N O I  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a u d i t  r e p o r t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
p e t i t i o n e r .
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The most unsafe method of ship-breaking, that is, the
‘beaching’ method is used at the existing facility in Alang
because it is the cheapest in terms of costs. Discarded ships are
pulled into the beach during high tide and then broken down
when the tide ebbs. Materials that can be salvaged from the
wrecks are recovered while a lot of toxic waste flows back into
the sea contaminating the water and polluting marine
biodiversity.
Debi Goenka, Executive Trustee of Conservation Action Trust

https://www.newsclick.in/Green-Court-Cognisance-Workers-Issues-Ship-breaking-Yard-Orders-Remedial-Measures


O n  1 4  O c t o b e r ,  M d .  K h o l i l  ( 5 0  y e a r s  o l d )  d i e d  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e
J a p a n e s e - o w n e d  v e s s e l  I N N O V A T O R  ( I M O  8 5 0 8 9 0 5 )  a t  A r e f i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g
y a r d  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  w o r k e r  f e l l  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  a n d  d i e d  o n
t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  C h i t t a g o n g  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  l o c a t e d  a t  l e a s t  a n  h o u r
f r o m  t h e  S i t a k u n d a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a .  T h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  t h e  I N N O V A T O R
h a d  a l r e a d y  c a u s e d  t h e  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  o f  a n o t h e r  w o r k e r  o n  2 7  J u l y ,  w h e n  a n
i r o n  p l a t e  h i t  h i s  h e a d .

O n  3  D e c e m b e r ,  M d .  M a h f u z  ( 2 5  y e a r s  o l d )  d i e d  a t  B a n g l a d e s h i  M . A .
S h i p b r e a k e r s  L i m i t e d  y a r d ,  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e - o w n e d  b u l k  c a r r i e r
N I N G B O  P I O N E E R  ( I M O  8 8 0 1 0 2 2 ) .  T h e  w o r k e r  f e l l  f r o m  a  h e i g h t  o f  2 0  f e e t
a r o u n d  3 : 3 0 p m .  A r o u n d  6 : 4 5 p m  h e  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  C h i t t a g o n g
M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  w h e r e  t h e  d o c t o r s  d e c l a r e d  h i s  d e a t h .  A c c o r d i n g
t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  c u t t i n g  p r o c e s s  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  a  v e r y  f a s t  p a c e  s i n c e
t h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  q u i c k l y  f i n i s h  t h e  j o b .  

A C C I D E N T S
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NINGBO PIONEER AT CHATTOGRAM SHIPBREAKING YARD - © NGO SHIPBREAKING PLATFORM

https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/worker-dies-after-falling-ship-shipbreaking-yard-sitakunda-2005365


I n  C h a t t o g r a m ,  o n  1 4  D e c e m b e r ,  t w o  y o u n g  w o r k e r s ,  K r a n t i  T r i p u r a  ( 2 5
y e a r s  o l d )  a n d  J o l e n d r a  C h a k m a  ( 2 4  y e a r s  o l d ) ,  d i e d  a f t e r  f a l l i n g  s i c k  a t
J a n a t a  S t e e l  a n d  M o t h e r  S t e e l  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A s
m e n t i o n e d  b y  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n s p e c t i o n s  f o r  F a c t o r i e s
E s t a b l i s h m e n t  ( D I F E )  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  d e a t h s  w e r e  n o t  c a u s e d  b y  a n y
a c c i d e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  K r a n t i ’ s  b o d y  w a s  f o u n d
a r o u n d  3 a m  i n s i d e  t h e  b u l k  c a r r i e r  B E R G E  E N T E R P R I S E  ( I M O  9 1 1 2 0 9 0 )
u n d e r  u n c l e a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  J o l e n d r a  w a s  t a k e n  t o  t h e  C h i t t a g o n g  M e d i c a l
C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l  a f t e r  h e  f e l t  i l l  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  O n  A p r i l  2 8 ,  a n o t h e r
a c c i d e n t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  o n  a  s h i p  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  c o m p a n y  –  t h e  B E R G E  E I G E R
( I M O  9 2 0 1 6 9 5 ) .  M d .  K h a l i l  g o t  i n j u r e d  b y  a n  i r o n  p i e c e  a t  T a s i n  S t e e l s  L t d ,
a n  u n a u t h o r i z e d  y a r d  o w n e d  b y  t h e  M e m b e r  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  D i d a r u l  A l a m .

O n  2 5  D e c e m b e r ,  M d  I b r a h i m  ( 3 5  y e a r s  o l d )  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  a t  K h a w j a
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h .  I b r a h i m  w o r k e d  a s  a  f i t t e r
m a n  a n d  w a s  h i t  b y  a  l a r g e  i r o n  p i e c e  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  s h i p  S T E L L A R
H E R M E S  ( I M O  9 0 6 0 3 2 6 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S o u t h  K o r e a n  P o l a r i s  S h i p p i n g .  I n  2 0 2 0 ,
a t  l e a s t  f o u r  a c c i d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  o w n e d  b y
K a b i r  S t e e l  g r o u p .
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STELLAR HERMES AT CHATTOGRAM SHIPBREAKING YARD - © NGO SHIPBREAKING PLATFORM 

https://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/news/two-die-after-falling-sick-shipbreaking-yards-2011469


I N D I A N  C A S H - B U Y E R  A C C U S E D  O F  L A U N D E R I N G  M O N E Y
D i n e s h  P a n d e y ,  e x e c u t i v e  o f  m a j o r  I n d i a n  c a s h  b u y e r  S o m a p ,  h a s  b e e n
a c c u s e d  o f  a l l e g e d l y  l a u n d e r i n g  m o n e y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  I n d i a n  m e d i a ,  t h i s  i s
p a r t  o f  a  m u l t i l e v e l  m a r k e t i n g  s c h e m e  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  t h e
E c o n o m i c  O f f e n c e  W i n d  ( E O W )  o f  U t t a r  P r a d e s h .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T r a d e W i n d s ,
t h e  E O W  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  P a n d e y  w a s  “ t h e  s c h e m e ’ s  m a i n  m o n e y  l a u n d e r e r ” .
T h e  r e p o r t s  d o  n o t  m e n t i o n  P a n d e y ’ s  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b u s i n e s s  o r  S o m a p  i n
d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  m o n e y  l a u n d e r i n g .  S o m a p  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  i n  t h e
s p o t l i g h t  d u e  t o  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  d e a l s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t  f r o m
I n d o n e s i a  o f  t h e  m e r c u r y - l a d e n  v e s s e l  R A D I A N T  /  J  N A T ,  w h i c h
s u b s e q u e n t l y  h a s  b e e n  b a n n e d  f r o m  e n t e r i n g  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  I n d i a  f o r
b r e a k i n g .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  I N D I A
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O C C U P A T I O N A L  S A F E T Y  A N D  H E A L T H  I N  S H I P B R E A K I N G :  A
B A N G L A D E S H I  V I E W
O n  1 2  O c t o b e r ,  T h e  F i n a n c i a l  E x p r e s s  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  b y  D r .  H a s n a t  M .
A l a m g i r ,  P r o f e s s o r  a t  E a s t  W e s t  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P h a r m a c y ,
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s e r i o u s  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y ,  h e a l t h  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e
a u t h o r  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a s  a n  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  t a k e s  a d v a n t a g e  o f
“ u n t r a i n e d  a n d  d e s p e r a t e l y  p o o r ”  w o r k e r s ,  w h o  a r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d  w i t h
a d e q u a t e  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t ,  a d e q u a t e  m e d i c a l  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  a r e
n o t  t r a i n e d  i n  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  t h e y  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r ,  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  “ w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  m i n i m a l
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a  f i r s t  w o r l d  c o u n t r y ” .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/bike-bot-scam-accused-claimed-to-have-laundered-rs-150-cr-of-scam-money-lands-in-delhi-from-dubai-held-at-airport/articleshow/79344305.cms
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/law/ship-recycling-cash-buyer-pandey-arrested-for-money-laundering/2-1-917124
https://www.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/views/occupational-safety-of-ship-breaking-workers-1602516384


T O X I C  S H I P S  E N T E R  B A N G L A D E S H  W I T H  F A L S E  I M P O R T  D O C U M E N T S  
A n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a r t i c l e  b y  M o s t a f a  Y o u s u f  o f  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r  a n d  M a r g o t
G i b b s  o f  F i n a n c e  U n c o v e r e d  ( U K )  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  o n  1 9  D e c e m b e r .  T h e
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s e t s  i n  e v i d e n c e  h o w  t h e  w e a k  r e g u l a t o r y  s y s t e m  i n
B a n g l a d e s h  i s  e x p l o i t e d  b y  c a s h  b u y e r s  a n d  s h i p  o w n e r s ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e
d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  c o n t a i n i n g  a s b e s t o s  a n d  o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s
m a t e r i a l s .  P r e - c l e a n i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a r e  f a l s i f i e d  a n d  i s s u e d  b y  c o m p a n i e s
b a s e d  i n  o f f s h o r e  t a x  h a v e n s ,  m a k i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  h o l d  c a s h - b u y e r s  a n d
s h i p  o w n e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e .  I n  a  c o u n t r y  i n c a p a b l e  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  v e r a c i t y
o f  t h o s e  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  s y s t e m  h a s  f a i l e d ,  p u t t i n g  a t  r i s k
w o r k e r s  a n d  h a r m i n g  t h e  c o a s t a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .

S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S  S T I L L  R E C E I V I N G  H A L F  O F  L E G A L  W A G E S
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r ,  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a r e
s t i l l  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c l a r e d  m i n i m u m  w a g e  o f  B D T  1 6 , 0 0 0
a p p r o v e d  i n  2 0 1 8 .  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  u r g e n t l y
t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s  s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n ,  t o  m o n i t o r  i t ,  a n d  t o  p a y  b a c k
w a g e s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s .

M E H R I N  S H I P  R E C Y L I N G  Y A R D  F I N E D  B Y  D O E
T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( D o E )  f i n e d  M e h r i n  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  y a r d  a t
S i t a k u n d a  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c l e a r a n c e  c e r t i f i c a t e .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  y a r d ,  t h e  D o E  f i n e d
a n o t h e r  1 4  b u s i n e s s e s  f o r  b r e a c h i n g  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t .
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https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/toxic-ships-sail-false-papers-2013621
https://www.financeuncovered.org/investigations/toxic-ships-asbestos-bangladesh-shipbreaking-chittagong-certificates/
https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/news/shipbreaking-workers-paid-half-minimum-wage-2013761
https://www.thedailystar.net/environment/news/doe-fines-15-businesses-tk-851-lakh-2016721


F O U R  Y E A R S  A F T E R  T H E  M A J O R  A C C I D E N T  I N  G A D A N I
O n  1  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  W o r k e r s  U n i o n  G a d a n i  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l
T r a d e  U n i o n  F e d e r a t i o n  P a k i s t a n  ( N T U F )  o r g a n i s e d  a n  e v e n t  m a r k i n g  t h e
m a j o r  e x p l o s i o n  o f  2 0 1 6 ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  w o r s t  d i s a s t e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f
g l o b a l  s h i p b r e a k i n g .  T h e  e x p l o s i o n  a n d  m a s s i v e  f i r e  o c c u r r e d  o n b o a r d  t h e
F P S O  A C E S  t a n k e r  s o l d  t o  P a k i s t a n  b y  a n  I n d o n e s i a n  c o m p a n y .  T h e  v e s s e l
h e l d  t h o u s a n d  t o n s  o f  r e s i d u a l  b u n k e r  o i l  a n d  m a n y  g a s  c y l i n d e r s .  T h e
a c c i d e n t  c a u s e d  2 9  d e a t h s  a n d  a t  l e a s t  6 0  s e v e r e  i n j u r i e s .  I t  t o o k  t h e
P a k i s t a n i  m i l i t a r y  t h r e e  d a y s  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  f i r e .  F o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e
d i s a s t e r ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  n o t  t a k e n  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o
s a f e g u a r d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a n d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e
c o a s t a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a r e  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  d o  n o t  h a v e  p e n s i o n  s c h e m e s ,  a n d  t h e i r
c o l l e c t i v e  r i g h t s  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d .  T h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h i s  m a j o r  a n d  f a t a l
e x p l o s i o n  s h o u l d  r e m i n d  P a k i s t a n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m o v i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y
o f f  t h e  b e a c h  t o  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  u n d e r  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l ,  u s i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  a n d
s a f e r  m e t h o d s  i n  d o c k s  o r  a l o n g  p i e r s .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N  
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There is no law covering shipbreaking workers in Pakistan, due
to which shipbreakers and contractors are forcing thousands of
people to work in conditions worse than slavery.
Nasir Mansoor, NTUF Secretary General 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/magazine/money-matters/758046-dirty-and-dangerous
https://www.dawn.com/news/1587868
https://www.dawn.com/news/1588073/shipbreaking-industry-workers-seek-protection-due-rights


S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S ’  F A M I L I E S  A T  N A O G O A N  D I S T R I C T ,
B A N G L A D E S H
T h e s e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  t e l l  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h r e e  d e c e a s e d
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s .  I n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  d u r i n g  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e i r
h o m e  v i l l a g e s  i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 0 .

Z a h i d u r  I s l a m  w a s  t h e  y o u n g e s t  b r o t h e r  o f  S a i d u r  R a h m a n .  S a i d u r  w a s  3 2
y e a r s  o l d  w h e n  h e  d i e d  o n  1 4  M a y  2 0 1 4  a t  S .  T r a d i n g  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  y a r d .
T h e  a c c i d e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  w h i l e  h e  w a s  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  C r u d e  O i l  T a n k e r
K I M A  ( I M O  9 0 5 8 8 2 8 ) .  S a i d u r  d i e d  d u e  t o  t o x i c  g a s  e x p o s u r e  c a u s e d  b y  a
c y l i n d e r  e x p l o s i o n .  H e  h a d  w o r k e d  f o r  1 0  y e a r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s h i p b r e a k i n g
y a r d s .  S a i d u r  u s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  h o m e  v i l l a g e  t w i c e  a  y e a r ,  a n d  u s u a l l y
s e n t  5 0 - 6 0 %  o f  h i s  s a l a r y  t o  h e l p  h i s  f a m i l y .  A s  a  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e
a c c i d e n t ,  S a i d u r ’ s  f a m i l y  r e c e i v e d  o n e  l a k h  t a k a  ( a r o u n d  E U R  9 5 0 )  f r o m  t h e
w o r k e r s  w e l f a r e  f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  1 , 5  l a k h  ( a r o u n d  E U R  1 4 5 0 )  f r o m  t h e  y a r d
o w n e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  y a r d
o w n e r .  Z a h i d u r  w a s  a l s o  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r ,  b u t ,  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  b r o t h e r ’ s
a c c i d e n t ,  h i s  f a m i l y  d i d  n o t  w a n t  h i m  t o  w o r k  a g a i n  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .  T o d a y ,
Z a h i d u r ’ s  f a m i l y  ( m o t h e r ,  w i f e  a n d  t w o  c h i l d r e n )  o w n  a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  f o r
f a r m i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e i r  o n l y  w a y  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e .  Z a h i d u r  c l a i m s  f i n a n c i a l
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  k e e p  t h e  l a n d  a n d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  g o  t o  s c h o o l .  

C A S E  S T U D I E S
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A b d u l  M a n n a n  Z o a r d e r  w a s  5 5  y e a r s  o l d  w h e n  h e  d i e d  o n  2 0  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8 .
H i s  f a m i l y  f a c e d  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  a s  m o s t  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s
a n d  f a m i l i e s  d o ,  l e a d i n g  h i m  t o  s t a r t  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n
C h i t t a g o n g .  B e f o r e  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  h e  w o r k e d  i n  f a r m i n g .  A b d u l  u s e d  t o  r e t u r n
h o m e  a r o u n d  3 - 4  t i m e s / y e a r ,  s u p p o r t i n g  h i s  f a m i l y  f i n a n c i a l l y .  A b d u l  w a s
a w a r e  o f  t h e  u n s a f e  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  y a r d s ,  b u t  f e l t  f o r c e d
t o  w o r k  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m o n e y  h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  g a i n .  A b d u l  d i e d  d u r i n g
a n  a c c i d e n t  a t  H . M .  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,  w h i l e  h e  w a s  c a r r y i n g  p i p e s  a n d  o n e
f e l l  o n  h i s  h e a d ,  c a u s i n g  h i s  i m m e d i a t e  d e a t h .  A f t e r  f o u r  m o n t h s ,  h i s
c h i l d r e n  a n d  w i f e  r e c e i v e d  f o u r  l a k h  ( a r o u n d  E U R  3 9 0 0 )  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m
t h e  y a r d  o w n e r s ,  a n d  1 0 . 0 0 0  t a k a  ( a r o u n d  E U R  9 0 )  a f t e r  e i g h t  m o n t h s .  T h e y
a l s o  r e c e i v e d  o n e  l a k h  t a k a  ( a r o u n d  E U R  9 5 0 )  f r o m  t h e  L a b o u r  D e p a r t m e n t  a
y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  H i s  d a u g h t e r  m a r r i e d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 5 ,  w h i l s t  h i s
s o n  a t t e n d s  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l .  A b d u l ’ s  b r o t h e r  i s  a  t e a c h e r  a t  a  l o c a l
c o l l e g e ,  a n d ,  b e s i d e s  h i s  o w n  f a m i l y  o f  f o u r  m e m b e r s ,  h e  a l s o  n e e d s  t o  h e l p
A b d u l ’ s  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  A b d u l ’ s  f a m i l y  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  c a l l e d  f o r  f i n a n c i a l
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

M d .  A b d u l  J a l i l  w a s  4 0  y e a r s  o l d ,  a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  2 0  y e a r s  a t  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  H e  u s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  h o m e  v i l l a g e  o n l y  t w i c e  a  y e a r .   
A b d u l  g o t  s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  d u r i n g  a n  e x p l o s i o n  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  M a y  1 5
i n s i d e  t h e  s h i p  B U N G A  K E L A N A  4  ( I M O  9 1 7 8 3 4 3 )  o w n e d  b y  A E T  T A N K E R S .
H e  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  C h i t t a g o n g  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  a n d  l a t e r  t o
t h e  b u r n  u n i t  a t  D h a k a  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  w h e r e  h e  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  M a y  2 0 .
H e  l e f t  b e h i n d  h i s  w i f e  a n d  d a u g h t e r .  A f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  h i s  f a m i l y  r e c e i v e d
t w o  l a k h  t a k a  ( a r o u n d  E U R  1 9 0 0 )  f r o m  t h e  l a b o u r  d e p a r t m e n t  ( f i f t e e n  d a y s
a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t )  a n d  f o u r  l a k h  t a k a  ( a r o u n d  E U R  3 9 0 0 )  f r o m  t h e  y a r d
o w n e r  ( o n e  m o n t h  a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t ) .  A b d u l ’ s  f a m i l y  d e p o s i t e d  t h e  m o n e y
i n  t h e  b a n k ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  k e e p  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h o u s e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t s
t h e y  r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  b a n k ,  a  h o u s e  t h a t  J a l i l  b u i l t  h i m s e l f .  J a l i l ’ s  w i f e
w a n t s  h e r  d a u g h t e r  o f  1 7  y e a r s  o l d  t o  s t u d y  a n d  o b t a i n  t h e  2 n d  C e r t i f i c a t e
a t  s c h o o l .  S h e  a l s o  w i s h e s  h e r  d a u g h t e r  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t
t h e  f a m i l y .
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2 0 1 5
P a r i d h i  P o d d a r  &  S a r t h a k  S o o d .  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  J u r i d i c a l  S c i e n c e s ,
K o l k a t a .

T h i s  p a p e r  a r g u e s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  t e r m ,  f r o m  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  l a b o u r
r i g h t s ’  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  p h a s i n g  o u t  b e a c h i n g  i n  f a v o u r  o f  a n
a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d  c a l l e d  d r y - d o c k i n g  w o u l d  b e  t h e  m o s t  s u s t a i n a b l e
a p p r o a c h  f o r  I n d i a .  T h e  a u t h o r s  a l s o  a l e r t  p o l i c y - m a k e r s  a b o u t  t h e  s e r i o u s
c o s t s  o f  i g n o r i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d .  

R e v i s i t i n g  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  I n d i a :  A x i n g  o u t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
d a m a g e ,  l a b o u r  r i g h t s ’  v i o l a t i o n  a n d  e c o n o m i c  m y o p i a .

4  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0
A s m a  B i n t a  H a s a n ,  A .  H .  M .  S e l i m  R e z a ,  S o h a i l  K a b i r ,  M d .  A b u  B a k a r
S i d d i q u e ,  M d .  A m i n u l  A h s a n  &  M d .  A h e d u l  A k b o r .  S N  A p p l i e d  S c i e n c e s .

T h i s  s t u d y  r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  r e f e r e n c e  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e
a c c u m u l a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  h e a v y  m e t a l s  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l s  a n d
f o o d  c r o p s  a r o u n d  t h e  S i t a k u n d a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  o f  C h a t t o g r a m ,
B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  s t u d y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  s o i l s  a r o u n d  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a
a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  z i n c  ( Z n ) ,  c o p p e r  ( C u ) ,  l e a d  ( P b ) ,  a n d
c a d m i u m  ( C d )  w h i l e  m o d e r a t e l y  c o n t a m i n a t e d  b y  i r o n  ( F e )  a n d  m a n g a n e s e
( M n ) .  H u m a n  c o n s u m a b l e  v e g e t a b l e s ,  f r u i t s ,  a n d  r i c e  g r a i n  g r o w n  i n  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  a r e  m o s t l y  c o n t a m i n a t e d  b y  Z n ,  C u ,  a n d
c h r o m i u m  ( C r ) ,  w h i c h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  p o t e n t i a l  h u m a n  h e a l t h  r i s k  t o  t h e
l o c a l  c o n s u m e r s  i n  t h e  S i t a k u n d a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a .  

A c c u m u l a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  h e a v y  m e t a l s  i n  s o i l  a n d  f o o d  c r o p s  a r o u n d
t h e  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n  s o u t h e r n  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  h e a l t h  r i s k
a s s e s s m e n t
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http://nujslawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Paridhi-Poddar-Sarthak-Sood.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42452-019-1933-y
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N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  2 0 1 9  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 0 )   

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k :  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )
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https://shipbreakingplatform.org/spotlight-data-2019/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Child20Labor20Final.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Shipbreaking-OG-Report.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Final-Report-PE.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t
o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t  h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k
t o g e t h e r !
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