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Thanks in no small part
to the continued efforts
of the NGO Shipbreaking
Platform and its member
organisations, concerned
policy makers and companies are increasingly
calling for just, sustainable solutions to the global
shipbreaking crisis.
Developing countries said
no to the dumping of toxic
ships at the 10th meeting of the conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention held in Cartagena, Colombia in October 2011. Supported by the UN Special Rapporteur on Toxics and Human Rights
and legal experts, such as the Center for International Environmental
Law (CIEL), the NGO Shipbreaking Platform successfully voiced its
concern in Cartagena that the International Maritime Organisation’s
Hong Kong Convention - adopted in 2009, but still not ratified by
any country - does not provide an equivalent level of control as that
provided by the Basel Convention. Only the Basel Convention can
stop toxic ships from being dumped on the beaches of developing
countries and effectively hold the polluter responsible for ensuring
environmentally sound disposal of hazardous wastes. The majority
of the Basel Parties, including the entire African Group and many
Latin American countries, thus concluded that the Basel Convention
still has a vital role to play in protecting developing countries against
ship-borne pollutants.

In Bangladesh, continued efforts by member organisation BELA (Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association) in the courts has resulted in national policies now being developed, and the closure of yards
that do not meet environmental and workers safety requirements.
But our work is far from over. More than 40 young men lost their lives
on the shipbreaking beaches in Bangladesh, India and Pakistan in
2011. More than 200 European ships were sent for breaking on the
beaches of South Asia in 2011, and the number of ships broken is
expected to peak in 2012. The need for the NGO Shipbreaking Platform to continue to counterbalance arguments from a strong shipping industry not used to being held accountable for its substandard
practices is, more than ever, crucial.
To effectively encounter challenges we will be facing in 2012, the
Platform welcomes indeed its newest member SDPI (Sustainable Development Policy Institute), based in Islamabad. Strengthening advocacy work in Pakistan will be one of many Platform goals for 2012.
In Europe, the Platform has already started building a broader base
of support to influence the debates that will be held in the European
Parliament and European Council once the European Commission
publishes its new legislative proposal on ship recycling in 2012.
With continued commitment from the Platform member organisations globally and increased cooperation with industry leaders, the
Platform’s struggle to prevent the human rights abuses and environmental injustice provoked when toxic ships are dumped on developing countries continues in 2012!
Ingvild Jenssen
Director, NGO Shipbreaking Platform
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Call to action
The NGO Shipbreaking Platform
calls upon the United Nations,
the European Union and national

Top 5 flags of convenience used by EU ships in 2011:
1.Panama(55 times)
2.Liberia(33 times)

governments around the world to
set industry standards that will
stop dangerous and polluting shi-

3.Bahamas, St Kitts-Nevis (12 times each)

preaking on the beaches of deve-

4.Comoros(11 times)

loping countries.

5.Marshall Islands, St Vincent & Grenadines (7 times each)

The top destinations of these ships were:
India: 69%
Bangladesh: 16%
	Pakistan: 15%
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4. A global coalition
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MEMBER ORGANISATIONS
1. Basel Action Network (BAN)
2. Ban Asbestos
3. Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (BELA)
4. Bellona
5. Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies
6. The Corporate Accountability Desk – The Other Media
7. The European Federation for Transport & Environment
8. The International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH)
9. Greenpeace
10. The International Ban Asbestos Secretariat
11. Legal Initiative for Forest and Environment

12. The North Sea Foundation
13. The Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health
and Environment Foundation (OSHE)
14. Prevention of Hazardous Shipbreaking Initiative
15. Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)
16. Toxics Link
17. Young Power in Social Action (YPSA)
18. The NGO Shipbreaking Platform Secretariat
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SHIPBREAKING BEACHES
A ) Chittagong, Bangladesh
Chittagong is located on the southeastern coast of Bangladesh, bordering
the Bay of Bengal. According to a 2010 survey by the World Bank1, about
20 to 25% of the steel consumed yearly in Bangladesh is provided for by
the shipbreaking yards of Chittagong. About 40 shipbreaking yards are
in operation there. Some 8-10 of these are owned by large, diversified
companies who also own mills where the steel is re-rolled for further
use. About 22,000 workers are employed in the yards. The numbers vary
greatly according to the seasons.
B ) Alang, India
Alang is the world’s biggest shipbreaking yard with the vast majority of
ships ending up on the Indian beaches. In 2011 about 69 percent of
the European end-of-life fleet ended up in India – in Alang, Mumbai and
Sachana. Due to the global financial crisis and the phase-out of singlehulled ships, more and more ships will be sent for breaking in the years
to come, with a big proportion falling on India.

C ) Gadani, Pakistan
The shipbreaking yards of Gadani are located at the southern end of
the province of Balochistan bordering the Arabian Sea, about 40 km
west of Karachi. According to the World Bank report, the average output of shipbreaking activities is 500,000 tonnes a year - about a 10%
contribution to the yearly steel consumption. The shipbreaking yards
in Gadani are the largest industry of the Balochistan province, where
it provides employment to about one out of five people. About 25,000
workers are employed in the yards, 75% being migrant workers from
Southern Punjab and northern areas of Pakistan. There are about 130
shipbreaking yards in Gadani.

1. Ship Breaking and Recycling Industry
in Bangladesh and Pakistan 2010, World Bank, 2011.
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Winner of Goldman Prize 2009
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Message from BAN
Parties to the 178 nation member United Nations Basel Convention convened in Cartagena, Colombia in October 2011, not only joined in giving
a unanimous re-endorsement of the Basel Ban Amendment to end the
export of hazardous wastes to developing countries, but also to strike
down the effort by the global shipping industry to hand over the Basel
Convention’s control over toxic ships as waste to the far weaker Hong
Kong Convention.
The Hong Kong Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships (HKC) was developed by and for the shipping industry at
the International Maritime Organization, where the profits of shipping companies seem to trump all concerns for human rights or the environment.
While the Basel Convention seeks to cement rules in place (the Basel Ban
Amendment) to end all exports of hazardous wastes to developing countries,
the HKC actually is designed to do the opposite – to promote the continued
use of intertidal beaches and desperate labor forces to conduct one of the
most dangerous jobs on earth – the scrapping of massive vessels laden
with asbestos, PCBs, heavy metals, and explosive gases and oils.
Currently 90% of the world’s shipping fleet is recycled on the beaches by
impoverished migrant laborers, in substandard conditions to enhance the
profits of wealthy ship owners– the very type of environmental injustice
that the Basel Convention seeks to end. Without a prohibition against this,
or even a Prior Informed Consent (Pic) procedure allowing governments to
halt a ship export for disposal, or criminal sanctions against violators, or
even a binding set of environmental standards for ship scrapping, the HKC
in effect seeks to legitimize global cost externalization to, and exploitation
of, the world’s poorest communities and fragile ecosystems.
With the resolute position of Latin American and African countries, however,
the 10th Conference of the Parties rebuffed the effort of the shipping industry to endorse the HKC. While the shipping interests wanted to pave the
way for Basel to cede its competency and scope with respect to controlling
toxic ship exportation, the Parties rather did not agree that the HKC provided an “equivalent level of control” to that of the Basel Convention, with
many agreeing with the NGO Shipbreaking Platform, and with legal and
human rights experts, that this was far from being the case. The Parties
moreover agreed that the Basel Convention Secretariat must continue to
support Parties in upholding the Basel Convention with respect to ships.
The fight to maintain global environmental justice with respect to the breaking of old ships is far from over however. The next battleground will be in
Europe, where a new proposal will be tabled by the European Commission
in 2012 to unilaterally remove ships from Basel export controls in European legislation. We remain optimistic that Europe will see that forfeiting
good recycling jobs in Europe while exploiting developing countries is not
the answer!
Jim Puckett,
Executive Director, BAN
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Platform exhibition at the DoGA in Oslo

Grazia Cioci, Policy Advisor of the Platform,
hands the petition to EU Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik
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INCOME 2011
Result of the year
Contributions from member organisations

59 182,16

Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs Senternovem

54 695,00

The Sigrid Rausing Trust

85 400,44

Maribel Fund

15 510,00

Miscellaneous / Financial Income
TOTAL INCOME

1 754,39
216 541,99

EXPENDITURE
Activities
Travel

8 169,28

Annual General Assembly

6 701,14

Photo Exhibit

3 654,22

Consultants / Research

18 888,83

Transfers to partners

20 695,00

Total Activities

58 108,47

Administrative / General Costs
Rental costs

4 260,02

Office costs

1 241,06

Communication costs

5 030,86

External costs

1 657,70

Other costs
Total Administrative/General Costs

435,27
12 624,91

Staff / Personnel Costs
Staff / Personnel Costs

135 412,97

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

206 146,35

NET INCOME

10 395,64
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