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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &

M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia,  providing an overview of vessels
broken on the beaches of Bangladesh, India
and Pakistan; accidents; relevant press
media as well as research. We aim to raise
public awareness about the many negative
impacts of shipbreaking in South Asia as
well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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65%
of ships ended up on South

Asian beaches

5
workers suffered an accident

while scrapping ships on
South Asian beaches
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T h e r e  w e r e  a  t o t a l  o f  1 7 0  s h i p s  b r o k e n  i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0 .  O f
t h e s e ,  1 1 0  s h i p s  w e r e  s o l d  t o  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a ,  w h e r e ,  d e s p i t e
s e v e r a l  y a r d s  b e i n g  c l o s e d  d u e  t o  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  p a n d e m i c ,  s h i p b r e a k i n g
a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u t  w o r k e r s ’  l i v e s  a t  r i s k .



I n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 0 ,  G r e e k  s h i p  o w n e r s  s o l d  t h e  m o s t  s h i p s  t o  S o u t h
A s i a n  y a r d s ,  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  b y  J a p a n e s e ,  R u s s i a n  a n d  S o u t h  K o r e a n  o w n e r s .
S o u t h  K o r e a n  c o m p a n y  P o l a r i s  S h i p p i n g  s o l d  a n o t h e r  t w o  v e s s e l s  t o  P a k i s t a n .
T h e  s h i p  o w n e r ,  w h i c h  h i t  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  i n  J u n e  f o r  t h e  s c u t t l i n g  o f  t h e  o r e
c a r r i e r  S T E L L A R  B A N N E R  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  B r a z i l ,  h a s  s o l d  a  t o t a l  o f  s e v e n  s h i p s
f o r  d i r t y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  b r e a k i n g  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  P a k i s t a n  t h i s  y e a r .

A l m o s t  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s h i p s  s o l d  t o  S o u t h  A s i a  t h i s  q u a r t e r  c h a n g e d  f l a g  t o
t h e  r e g i s t r i e s  o f  C o m o r o s ,  G a b o n ,  P a l a u  a n d  S t .  K i t t s  a n d  N e v i s  j u s t  w e e k s
b e f o r e  h i t t i n g  t h e  b e a c h .  T h e s e  f l a g s  a r e  n o t  t y p i c a l l y  u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e
o p e r a t i o n a l  l i f e  o f  s h i p s  a n d  o f f e r  ‘ l a s t  v o y a g e  r e g i s t r a t i o n ’  d i s c o u n t s .  T h e y  a r e
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  m i d d l e m e n  s c r a p - d e a l e r s  t h a t  p u r c h a s e  v e s s e l s
c a s h  f r o m  s h i p  o w n e r s ,  a n d  a r e  g r e y -  a n d  b l a c k - l i s t e d  d u e  t o  t h e i r  p o o r
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r i t i m e  l a w .
 

T h e  P l a t f o r m  r e c o r d e d  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  s h i p s  t h a t  d e - r e g i s t e r e d  f r o m  a  E u r o p e a n
f l a g  r e g i s t r y  ( e . g .  C y p r u s ,  G e r m a n y ,  M a l t a )  p r i o r  t h e  l a s t  v o y a g e  t o  S o u t h  A s i a
i n  o r d e r  t o  c i r c u m v e n t  E U  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  e x p o r t  o f  o n e  o f  t h e s e  s h i p s  a l s o
b r e a c h e d  t h e  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n ’ s  B a n  A m e n d m e n t ,  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  e x p o r t  o f
h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s ,  f r o m  t h e  O E C D ,  t h e  E U  a n d
L i e c h t e n s t e i n  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  –  p r i m a r i l y  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  o r  c o u n t r i e s
w i t h  e c o n o m i e s  i n  t r a n s i t i o n .  T h e  R o - R o  c a r g o  s h i p  Z E R A N ,  o w n e d  b y  P o l i s h
O c e a n  L i n e s ,  s w a p p e d  i t s  M a l t e s e  f l a g  t o  t h a t  o f  P a n a m a  a n d  i l l e g a l l y  l e f t
T u r k i s h  w a t e r s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  J u l y .  I t  w a s  b e a c h e d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  i n  S e p t e m b e r .

G L O B A L  D U M P E R S

T h e  h i g h  n u m b e r  o f  f l a g  c h a n g e s  a t  e n d - o f - l i f e  s e r i o u s l y
c o m p r o m i s e s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  f l a g
s t a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o n l y ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  E U  S h i p  r e c y c l i n g
r e g u l a t i o n .
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https://splash247.com/stellar-banner-scuttling-caught-on-dramatic-video/


C A S E S  &  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  

I n  A p r i l ,  w e  u r g e d  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d  P a k i s t a n  t o  h a l t  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  a
h i g h l y  t o x i c  o f f s h o r e  u n i t  t h a t  h a d  i l l e g a l l y  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  I n d o n e s i a .  T h e
F l o a t i n g  S t o r a g e  a n d  O f f l o a d i n g  ( F S O )  t a n k e r  J .  N A T  ( n o w  r e n a m e d
R A D I A N T )  l e f t  I n d o n e s i a n  w a t e r s  d e s p i t e  l o c a l  a c t i v i s t s  h a v i n g  w a r n e d
I n d o n e s i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t  t h e  t o x i c i t y  o f  t h e  v e s s e l .  F o l l o w i n g  o u r
a c t i o n s  a n d  l o c a l  m e d i a  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  d i r e c t e d  a l l
d e p a r t m e n t s  c o n c e r n e d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  s h i p  t o  e n t e r  B a n g l a d e s h i  t e r r i t o r y .
S i m i l a r l y ,  I n d i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  w a r n e d  A l a n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s
n o t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  t o x i c  t a n k e r  f o r  s c r a p p i n g .  M a r i t i m e  s o u r c e s  n o w  i n d i c a t e
t h a t  t h e  v e s s e l  i s  s a i l i n g  t o w a r d s  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n .

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  l a u n c h e d  b y  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  I c e l a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
i l l e g a l  e x p o r t  o f  t w o  c o n t a i n e r  v e s s e l s  o w n e d  b y  I c e l a n d i c  c o m p a n y  E i m s k i p
t o  I n d i a .  I c e l a n d i c  p r o g r a m  K v e i k u r  r e l e a s e d  a  d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  t h e  m u r k y
s a l e  o f  t h e  t w o  s h i p s .  E i m s k i p ’ s  c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  t h e  s a l e  w a s  n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n
G M S ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  w e l l - k n o w n  c a s h  b u y e r s  o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s .

T h e  e x p o r t  o f  t h e  t w o  E I M S K I P  v e s s e l s  t o  S o u t h  A s i a  w a s  i n
c l e a r  b r e a c h  o f  E u r o p e a n  w a s t e  l a w s ,  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t  t h e
t r a d e  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s ,
f r o m  O E C D  c o u n t r i e s  t o  n o n - O E C D  c o u n t r i e s .
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THE J. NAT  AND  AN EIMSKIP'S VESSEL 

https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/news/stop-the-toxic-ship-docking-our-shores-1898317
https://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/news/govt-restricts-the-entry-toxic-ship-1898908
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/breach-eu-wsr-godafoss-laxfoss/


B e t w e e n  J u l y  a n d  S e p t e m b e r ,  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  w o r k e r s  w e r e  s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d
a n d  o n e  w o r k e r  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  

O n  J u l y  1 ,  R o h u l  ( 4 7  y e a r s  o l d )  s u f f e r e d  a n  a c c i d e n t  a t  K S B  S t e e l s
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  H e  f e l l  a n d  b r o k e  f i v e  r i b s  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  s h i p
S T E L L A R  I R I S  ( I M O  9 0 8 3 0 9 3 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S o u t h  K o r e a n  c o m p a n y  P o l a r i s
S h i p p i n g .  O n  t h e  s a m e  d a y ,  M o z a f f o r  ( 4 2  y e a r s  o l d )  f e l l  d o w n  w h i l e
d i s m a n t l i n g  a n o t h e r  P o l a r i s ’  v e s s e l ,  t h e  S T E L L A R  J O U R N E Y  ( I M O  9 0 5 0 2 3 0 ) ,
a t  R A  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  M o z a f f o r  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  D h a k a  H o s p i t a l  a s  t h e
m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  i n a d e q u a t e  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .  

O n  J u l y  2 0 ,  R a s h i d u l  I s l a m  ( 4 5  y e a r s  o l d )  d i e d  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  a n
u n i d e n t i f i e d  v e s s e l  a t  N . R .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  R a s h i d u l  w a s  f a t a l l y  h i t  b y  a
f a l l i n g  o b j e c t .  

O n  J u l y  2 1 ,  F a r u k  ( 2 4  y e a r s  o l d )  g o t  i n j u r e d  a t  A r e f i n  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  H e
w a s  b r e a k i n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e - o w n e d  v e s s e l  I N N O V A T O R  ( I M O  8 5 0 8 9 0 5 )  w h e n
a n  i r o n  p l a t e  h i t  h i s  h e a d .  

O n  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  M o k b u l  ( 4 0  y e a r s  o l d )  s u f f e r e d  a n  a c c i d e n t  a t  T . R .
S h i p b r e a k e r s  y a r d ,  o w n e d  b y  D i d a r u l  A l a m ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h i
P a r l i a m e n t .  H e  w a s  h i t  b y  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  i n  h i s  b a c k .  M o k b u l  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e
a n y  t r e a t m e n t  o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  h i s
l i v e l i h o o d  n e e d s .
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A C C I D E N T S

FARUK AND MOZAFFOR AT THE HOSPITAL - © NGO SHIPBREAKING PLATFORM



D e s p i t e  t h e  c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  I n d i a  d u e  t o  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9
p a n d e m i c ,  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  h a s  s t a r t e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a g a i n .
S h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a r e  n o w  n o t  o n l y  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  n u m e r o u s  h a z a r d o u s
m a t e r i a l s  a t  t h e  y a r d s ,  b u t  a r e  a l s o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  a t  r i s k  i f
i n f e c t e d  b y  t h e  v i r u s .

I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  a r o u n d  4 8  y a r d s  o u t  o f  t h e
e x i s t i n g  1 1 5  y a r d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g .  A  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e
m i g r a n t  w o r k f o r c e  r e m a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  v i l l a g e s .  

I n  I n d i a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 5  o u t  o f  1 5 0  r e g i s t e r e d  p l o t s  w e r e  o p e r a t i o n a l  i n
A u g u s t ,  c l a i m s  t h e  B u s i n e s s  S t a n d a r d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  m e d i a  s o u r c e ,
a r o u n d  7 . 0 0 0 - 8 . 0 0 0  w o r k e r s  w e r e  a c t i v e  f r o m  a  t o t a l  o f  2 0 . 0 0 0  w o r k e r s .  I n
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  h i g h  n u m b e r  o f  C o v i d - 1 9  i n f e c t i o n s  f o r c e d
I n d i a  t o  d i v e r t  o x y g e n  s u p p l i e s  f r o m  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  A l a n g  t o
h o s p i t a l s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  o x y g e n  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  y a r d s  i s
s l o w i n g  d o w n  t h e  c u t t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  U n d e r  n o r m a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e
i n d u s t r y  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o n s u m e  a r o u n d  6 0 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  o x y g e n  p r o d u c e d
i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

U P D A T E  C O V I D - 1 9
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https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/covid-hit-alang-ship-recycling-hub-eyes-old-vehicle-scrappage-opportunity-120082701444_1.html
https://splash247.com/indian-shipbreaking-yards-set-to-suspend-operations-due-to-oxygen-shortage/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/covid-chokes-industries-oxygen-supply/articleshow/78026877.cms


G U J A R A T  D E C I D E S  T O  O P E N  A  S E C O N D  S H I P B R E A K I N G  Y A R D  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  T i m e s  o f  I n d i a ,  t h e  G u j a r a t  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a p p r o v e d  t h e
r e - o p e n i n g  o f  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  S a c h a n a ,  i n  t h e  J a m n a g a r  D i s t r i c t ,  a f t e r
i t  h a d  b e e n  c l o s e d  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c l e a r a n c e s .  T h e  y a r d  w a s
c l o s e d  i n  2 0 1 2  d u e  t o  c o n c e r n s  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  m a r i n e
n a t i o n a l  p a r k .  T h e  r e - o p e n i n g  o f  a  s e c o n d  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  m o d e l l e d  o n  t h e
A l a n g  y a r d s  h a s  r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  a m o n g s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  

I N D I A  I N T E N D S  T O  W E A K E N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P R O T E C T I O N  L A W S  
T h e  G u j a r a t ’ s  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e - o p e n  a  s e c o n d  s h i p b r e a k i n g
l o c a t i o n  n e a r  a  m a r i n e  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  f a l l s  w i t h i n  a  w o r r y i n g  p o l i t i c a l
c o n t e x t .  T h e  I n d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  t o  r e d u c e  p u b l i c
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  u n d e r g o  a n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  a s s e s s m e n t .  R i t w i c k  D u t t a ,  P l a t f o r m ’ s  b o a r d  m e m b e r
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w y e r  a t  L e g a l  I n i t i a t i v e  f o r  F o r e s t  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t
( L I F E ) ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  “ i t  w o u l d  b e  h a r d  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  e x p l a i n  h o w  i t
p l a n s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b y  a l l o w i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  b e  s e t  u p
w i t h o u t  a n  i m p a c t  a s s e s s m e n t ,  l e g a l i z i n g  p a s t  v i o l a t i o n s  o r  s q u e e z i n g  t h e
t i m e  f o r  p u b l i c  c o n s u l t a t i o n ” .  

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  I N D I A
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/gujarat-government-to-restart-ship-breaking-yard-at-sachana/articleshow/77692445.cms
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jamnagar-govt-to-restart-gujarat-maritime-boards-ship-breaking-yard-at-sachana-village-6564794/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/centres-push-to-ease-environmental-regulations-for-speedy-clearances-sparks-a-row/articleshow/78009746.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst


A L A N G  E X P A N S I O N  P R O J E C T
I n  2 0 0 8 ,  f o l l o w i n g  l e g a l  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  b y  N G O s ,  t h e  I n d i a n  S u p r e m e  C o u r t
d i r e c t e d  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g   i n d u s t r y  i n  A l a n g  t o  a l i g n  i t s e l f  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a b o u r  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e a c t e d  b y
a d o p t i n g  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( e . g .  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  C o d e ) .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s
a t  t h e  y a r d s  r e m a i n  a p p a l l i n g .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  a  s t u d y  b y  t h e  I n d i a n  N a t i o n a l
H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  n u m e r o u s  m e d i a  r e p o r t s  h a v e  e x p o s e d
b r e a c h e s  o f  l a b o u r  r i g h t s ,  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  l a b o u r  l a w s  a n d  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  a s
w e l l  a s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r e d a t i o n .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  p l a n s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n
A l a n g ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p s  r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  s e r i o u s
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  s c r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n o w  u n d e r
s c r u t i n y  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G r e e n  T r i b u n a l  ( N G T ) .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  N G T  d i r e c t e d
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  F o r e s t  a n d  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a u d i t  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A l a n g  w i t h  a  s p e c i f i c
f o c u s  o n  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d .  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e
y e t  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S t e e l  O r b i s ,  I n d i a ’ s  S t e e l  M i n i s t r y  i s  a l s o  e x p l o r i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s
o f  d e v e l o p i n g  A l a n g  “ i n t o  t h e  b i g g e s t  s c r a p  f a c i l i t y  f o r  v o l u n t a r y  s c r a p p i n g
o f  v e h i c l e s ” .  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  N a r e n d r a  M o d i  h a s  a l r e a d y  a s k e d  t r a n s p o r t ,
s t e e l ,  s h i p p i n g  a n d  h e a v y  i n d u s t r i e s  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  e x p l o r e  h o w  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n  A l a n g   c a n  b e  e x p a n d e d  a n d  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a n
i n t e g r a t e d  s c r a p p i n g  f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  r o l l - o u t  v o l u n t a r y  v e h i c l e  s c r a p p i n g .

A M N E S T Y  S U F F E R S  R E P R I S A L  F R O M  I N D I A N  G O V E R N M E N T
H u m a n  r i g h t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  s h u t  d o w n
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  I n d i a  a f t e r  t h e  I n d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o z e  i t s  b a n k  a c c o u n t s .
T h i s  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  t w o  r e p o r t s  c r i t i c i s i n g  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  h u m a n  r i g h t s  r e c o r d s .  T h e  t w o  r e p o r t s  a r e  v e r y  c r i t i c a l
t o w a r d s  n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  e x p o s i n g  h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  c o m m u n a l
r i o t s  i n  D e l h i ,  a n d  c r i t i c i s i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  i n  J a m m u  a n d
K a s h m i r  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h d r e w  t h e  r e g i o n ’ s  p o l i t i c a l
a u t o n o m y .  A v i n a s h  K u m a r ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
I n d i a ,  s a i d  t o  T h e  G u a r d i a n :  “ T r e a t i n g  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  l i k e
c r i m i n a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  a n d  d i s s e n t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  c r i m i n a l s  w i t h o u t  a n y
c r e d i b l e  e v i d e n c e  i s  a  d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  b y  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  d i r e c t o r a t e
a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t o  s t o k e  a  c l i m a t e  o f  f e a r  a n d  d i s m a n t l e  t h e  c r i t i c a l
v o i c e s  i n  I n d i a ” .
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http://www.lead-journal.org/content/08135.pdf
https://nhrc.nic.in/sites/default/files/study_alang_sosiya_ship_breaking_yard_drgeetanjoy_TISS_05062018.pdf
http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/files/file/ship-breaking-environment-impact-NGT-order.pdf
https://www.steelorbis.com/steel-news/latest-news/indias-steel-ministry-explores-expanding-alang-ship_breaking-yard-to-vehicle-scrapping-hub-1162807.htm
https://amnesty.org.in/news-update/amnesty-international-india-halts-its-work-on-upholding-human-rights-in-india-due-to-reprisal-from-government-of-india-2/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/29/amnesty-to-halt-work-in-india-due-to-government-witch-hunt


U K  C O M P A N Y  F A C I N G  L E G A L  C L A I M  F O L L O W I N G  D E A T H  O F  W O R K E R  
T h e  w i d o w  o f  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  H a m i d a  B e g u m ,  r e c e i v e d
a  H i g h  C o u r t ’ s  a p p r o v a l  i n  t h e  U K  t o  p u r s u e  a  n e g l i g e n c e  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  U K -
b a s e d  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  M a r a n  L t d .  K h a l i l  M o l l a h  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  o n  3 0  M a r c h
2 0 1 8  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  o i l  t a n k e r  E K T A  o n  t h e  b e a c h  o f  C h a t t o g r a m ,
B a n g l a d e s h .  B r i t i s h  l a w  f i r m  L e i g h  D a y  i s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  K h a l i l ’ s  w i d o w  a n d
a r g u e s  t h a t  M a r a n  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t a n k e r  e n d i n g  u p  t o  b e
d i s m a n t l e d  u n d e r  d a n g e r o u s  p r a c t i c e s  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H
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If Maran (UK) Ltd is made to accept that it owed Mr Khalil
Mollah a duty of care, maybe that will go some way to making
UK shipping companies think twice about accepting greater
financial reward for their end-of-life vessels at the cost of the
environment and the lives of South Asian workers.

Oliver Holland - Partner - Leigh Day

https://www.leighday.co.uk/News/Press-releases-2020/July-2020/Widow-of-shipbreaking-worker-free-to-pursue-neglig?utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=LeighDay_Law


R E V I E W I N G  O F  T H E  B A N G L A D E S H  S H I P  R E C Y C L I N G  A C T
T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  A c t  w a s  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f
I n d u s t r i e s  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  a m o n g  d i f f e r e n t  s t a k e h o l d e r s  d u r i n g  a  m e e t i n g
o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  I n s t i t u t e  o f  L a b o u r  S t u d i e s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  T a p a n  D u t t a ,  c o n v e n e r  o f  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  W o r k e r s  T r a d e
U n i o n  F o r u m ,  t h e  d r a f t  l a c k s  c l a r i t y  a n d  d o e s  n o t  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s .
M o h a m m a d  S h a h e e n  C h o w d h u r y ,  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  l a w  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
C h a t t o g r a m ,  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e  d r a f t  d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  b a s i c  m e a s u r e s  a n d
e v e n  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  c h i l d  l a b o u r .

P l a t f o r m ’ s  p a r t n e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  B a n g l a d e s h  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L a w y e r s
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B E L A )  a l s o  s u b m i t t e d  d e t a i l e d  r e m a r k s  o n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f
I n d u s t r i e s ’  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  R u l e s  2 0 2 0 .  T h e
p r o p o s a l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  B E L A  a s  i n a d e q u a t e ,  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  a n d  n o t  i n  l i n e
w i t h  e x i s t i n g  C o u r t  d i r e c t i v e s .  “ E n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l l u t i o n ,  w o r k e r ' s  s a f e t y  a n d
w e l l - b e i n g  a r e  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r y ’ s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  n o r  h a v e
t h e y  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  n e w  r u l e s ” ,  B E L A  s t a t e s .  “ L a b o u r  r i g h t s  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a r e  m a t t e r s  t h a t  m u s t  r e m a i n  u n d e r  t h e
j u r i s d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  L a b o u r  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t ,
F o r e s t s  a n d  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ” .

B R E A C H I N G  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T  C L E A R A N C E  C E R T I F I C A T E S  
T h r e e  p e o p l e  w e r e  a r r e s t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s h i p  o w n e r  a n d  h i s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  f o r  d i s m a n t l i n g  a  s h i p  w i t h o u t  a n y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a p p r o v a l
a n d  f o r  u n p a i d  t a x e s  t o  t h e  C h a t t o g r a m  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y .  T h e  s c r a p p i n g
o p e r a t i o n s  i l l e g a l l y  s t a r t e d  a f t e r  M V  G O L A M  R A H M A N  g r o u n d e d  a n d  i t s  h u l l
c r a c k e d  i n  P a t e n g a  S e a  B e a c h  d u e  t o  a  s u d d e n  s t o r m .

O n  1 1  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( D o E )  f i n e d  t h r e e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  ( P a c i f i c  S t e e l  E n t e r p r i s e ,  H M  S t e e l  I n d u s t r i e s  a n d  J a n a t a
S t e e l  S h i p - b r e a k i n g  y a r d )  f o r  b r e a c h i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  l a i d  d o w n  i n  t h e i r
e n v i r o n m e n t  c l e a r a n c e  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  O n  2 3  S e p t e m b e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e
D a i l y  S t a r ,  t h e  D o E  f i n e d  a n o t h e r  t h r e e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  ( K S A  S t e e l ,  S i m a
A u t o m a t i c  R e - R o l l i n g  M i l l s  a n d  S i m a  S t e e l )  f o r  p o l l u t i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b y
i g n o r i n g  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  D o E ’ s  c l e a r a n c e  c e r t i f i c a t e .
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https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/upcoming-law-needs-address-ship-breaking-workers-concerns-1956625
https://www.newagebd.net/article/115763/3-arrested-for-breaking-ship-at-patenga
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2020/09/11/3-shipyards-fined-for-violating-environment-rules
https://www.thedailystar.net/3-shipbreaking-yards-fined-tk-3-lakh-pollution-violation-clearance-conditions-1966261


S T A R T I N G  O F  T H E  T H I R D  P H A S E  O F  I M O - P R O J E C T  O N  S H I P  R E C Y C L I N G  
T h e  I M O - i m p l e m e n t e d  p r o j e c t  S a f e  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  S o u n d  S h i p
R e c y c l i n g  ( S E N S R E C )  i s  a i m e d  t o  a s s i s t  B a n g l a d e s h  r a t i f y  a n d  m e e t  t h e
s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C ) .  O n  2 4  J u l y ,  N o r w a y  a n d  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  s i g n e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  3 r d  p h a s e  o f
t h e  p r o j e c t .  N o r w a y  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  U S $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  o v e r
a  p e r i o d  o f  1 8  m o n t h s ,  s t a r t i n g  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0 .  P h a s e s  I  a n d  I I  w e r e
a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  N o r w e g i a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h e  P l a t f o r m  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  l o c a l  c i v i l  s o c i e t y
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o n s u l t e d ;  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  h a s  l a c k e d  a m b i t i o n
i n  t e r m s  o f  n o t  s h a r i n g  b e s t  p r a c t i c e ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n f l i c t  o f
i n t e r e s t  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  c o n s u l t a n t s .  

I n d e e d ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y  u p h o l d s  t h e  H K C  a s  t h e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n
f o r  i m p r o v i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  g l o b a l l y ,  t h e  H K C  h a s  b e e n  s t r o n g l y
c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  n o t  p r o v i d i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  w i l l  e n s u r e  s a f e  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b y  N G O s  g l o b a l l y ,  t h e  U N  S p e c i a l
R a p p o r t e u r  o n  T o x i c s  a n d  H u m a n  R i g h t s ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  t h e
m a j o r i t y  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  p a r t y  t o  t h e  U N E P  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n .  T h e
H K C  r u b b e r s t a m p s  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  i t  d o e s  n o t  b a n  b e a c h i n g  a n d
s e t s  n o  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  b e y o n d  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  f o r  t h e
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  o n c e  t h e y  l e a v e  t h e  g a t e  o f  t h e  r e c y c l i n g
f a c i l i t y .  T h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  n o  c a p a c i t y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  m a n y
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  e m b e d d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  v e s s e l s ’  s t r u c t u r e .
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E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A G E N C Y  S A N C T I O N S  F I V E  Y A R D S
O n  2 8  S e p t e m b e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  o f  B a l o c h i s t a n  “ D a i l y
B o l a n ” ,  t h e  T e c h n i c a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  B a l o c h i s t a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n
A g e n c y ,  M u h a m m a d  K h a n  U t h m a n k h a i l ,  v i s i t e d  u n a n n o u n c e d  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  a t  G a d a n i .  D u e  t o  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  h e  r e q u i r e d  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  f i v e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  E a c h  y a r d
w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  p a y  a  f i n e  o f  P K R  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( a r o u n d  E U R  1 5 5 0 ) .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N  
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2  A u g u s t  2 0 2 0
S i t a r a  S r i n i v a s .  S o c i a l  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  R e s e a r c h  F o u n d a t i o n .

T h i s  s e r i e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r s  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n
I n d i a .  T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f f e r s  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  w h i l e  h i g h l i g h t i n g
r e l e v a n t  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  a d d r e s s e s
t h e  f l o w  o f  w a s t e  f r o m  d e v e l o p e d  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  h o w  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  e x a m p l e  o f  g l o b a l  w a s t e  d u m p i n g .
L a s t l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  h u m a n ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  e t h i c a l
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  I n d i a .

B r e a k i n g  d o w n  t h e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y .  P a r t  1

T h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  W a s t e ,  a n d  t h e  m a n y  I d e n t i t i e s  o f  a  S h i p  r e c y c l i n g  Y a r d  i n
I n d i a .  P a r t  2 .

‘ O n e  S h i p ,  O n e  D e a t h ’ :  T h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  E t h i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e
s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y .  P a r t  3

R E S E A R C H  

https://www.sprf.in/post/breaking-down-the-ship-recycling-industry
https://www.sprf.in/post/the-politics-of-waste-and-the-many-identities-of-a-ship-recycling-yard-in-india
https://www.sprf.in/post/one-ship-one-death-the-environmental-and-ethical-implications-of-the-ship-recycling-industry


2 5  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0
G u i l l a u m e  V u i l l e m e y

T h e  a u t h o r  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  m a r i t i m e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y  -  h a n d l i n g  a b o v e  8 0 %
o f  g l o b a l  t r a d e  f l o w s  -  h a s  e v o l v e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e s  t o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y
e v a d e  “ c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ” .  S h i p p i n g  f i r m s  h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y
d i s s o c i a t e d  l e g a l  a n d  u l t i m a t e  o w n e r s h i p ,  f r a g m e n t e d  a s s e t s  i n  o n e - s h i p
s u b s i d i a r i e s ,  u s e d  f l a g s  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  a n d  e v a d e d  e n d - o f - l i f e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  “ l a s t - v o y a g e  f l a g s ” .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  h i g h l i g h t s  h o w  t h e
e x t e r n a l i s a t i o n  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e  i s  d o n e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  s o u r c e  o f
p r o f i t  f o r  t h e  s h i p  o w n e r s .

E v a d i n g  C o r p o r a t e  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :  E v i d e n c e  f r o m  t h e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y .
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O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  2 0 1 9  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3691188
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Child20Labor20Final.pdf
https://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Final-Report-PE.pdf
https://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP.pdf
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T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t
o u r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t  h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k
t o g e t h e r !

CA L L  F O R  D O NA T I O N S



Published by: 
NGO Platform on Shipbreaking (asbl) Rue de la Linière 11, B - 1060 Brussels
 

www.shipbreakingplatform.org 

Twitter: @NGOShipbreaking

Facebook: /shipbreakingplatform

A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

THE NGO SHIPBREAKING PLATFORM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES EU FUNDING SUPPORT. THE CONTENT OF
THIS REPORT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE AUTHORS AND CAN UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES BE

REGARDED AS REFLECTING THE POSITION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION.


