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Thank you Mr. Chairman. | am Rizwana Hasan fromBlangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association. Today | speak on behalf ddgapeace International and
Friends of the Earth International. But | alsoapen behalf of the more than 100
civil society organizations from the fields of de&yment, human rights and
environment, that have signed the Statement of €ardelivered to this body at the
outset of this week’s deliberations.

Let us recall that we are the organizations thiat brought this issue to the attention
of the world and who first aimed a spotlight on Huerific practices taking place on
the beaches of South Asia more than ten years-ggactices that the shipping
industry was all to content to ignore. We aredfganizations that would not let this
industry nor governments continue to ignore theigt hand as we took the issue to
the United Nations venues of the Basel Conventiahta the ILO. We took the

issue to these venues as it was clear that the atiband was not a crisis of ships as
much as it was a crisis of waste management atabof protection at the end-of-life
of ships. And it was a crisis of ship owners tt@ttinued to allow such reprehensible
practices to take place, all in the name of profits

The global response to this awakening to date apdatally this week, has been a
profound disappointment for we have sadly missedpgortunity. Not only did the
shipping industry powers work to prevent the B&ahvention and the ILO from
taking the lead on setting the international rddgshipbreaking, but they worked to
create a Convention that at its birth stands asbanlete relic that ignores long
standing environmental and social principles. Wittenworld stood up and called for
real change to prevent environmental injustice @moitation of human rights and
the environment, it was given instead -- an invgnta plan and some guidelines. It
was given a legitimization, a green rubber stamp disastrous status quo.

Since the beginning we as civil society have brodgtih recommendations for
fundamental reform consistent with principles l@sgablished elsewhere in the
United Nations outside of the IMO. We have firsdgosed preventing the
transboundary movements of hazardous ships thritfegtycle pre-cleaning,
consistent with the Basel Convention and its densi We have proposed means of
internalizing costs upstream to those most respntirough the establishment of
ship owner supplied funds, and thereby implemeapitiluter pays and producer
responsibility principles, we have proposed doirgerthan just banning substances
that have already been banned, but moving prodgtivigh the substitution principle
to proactively promote green shipbuilding. We hpx@posed third Party auditing
schemes to ensure an accountable and level plégidgor ship recycling standards.
We have proposed making the ship recycling starsda@hdatory and not merely
guidelines. We have proposed incentives for OEGINtries to manage their own
ships rather than dumping these extremely riskytarthful jobs on the poorest of



the poor. We have proposed equivalent levels ofrobto those already found in the
Basel Convention. And in the last months we haaderone last appeal to at a
minimum, condemn the clearly unsustainable andpipstiable practice of running
toxic ships aground on ocean beaches and cutterg th the intertidal zone.
Yesterday, that final appeal made by the vast lwayvil society organizations
worldwide was ignored as have all of our previcesommendations mentioned. The
clarion calls for substantive change have beenfifethin every instance. Instead of
real change, real responsibility, real action, \weehbeen given an inventory, a plan
and some guidelines.

This IMO Convention in the eyes of civil societglstholders now must be deemed a
failure. It has failing marks in the five mostaliireas needed for true reform.

» First, it has failed to provide an equivalent lesetontrol to that of the Basel
Convention.

* Second, it has failed the test of environmentdigasas it does nothing to
prevent the disproportionate burdening of develggiountries from toxic
waste from ships.

* Third, it has failed the test of cost internalipatias it has avoided attaching
financial responsibility to the beneficiaries oéthseful life of a ship, nor to
the generators of the risks and liabilities andihatead pushed all costs
downstream.

» Fourth, it has failed to create an incentive oramdate for toxic-free more
safely recyclable ships and thus has failed theofgsrevention through
design.

» And finally this week it has failed the last te$ieavironmentally sound
management as it refuses to draw a line in the &ahdr the fatally flawed
beaching method — the cause of death and pollofitime marine
environment.

Instead of these things we have been producedventory, a plan and some
guidelines. When the world cried for help, we tgaper rather than a life ring.

However, history has proved over and over agaihaleisis unsolved in one arena
means renewed opportunity in another. We will fi@iseeking alliances with the
most responsible, forward looking industry and goweents. Together with you, we
as civil society will press on in new fora and wiémewed partnerships and energy in
our campaigns to establish a mandatory green liegystandard and fund and to
prevent the movement of hazardous waste laden shibsveloping countries. We
will continue to expose and punish that which isng and expose and reward that
which is right. This week we are launching a néwsbgl Off-the-Beach campaign to
ensure an equitable and rapid transformation tsalfer and saner dockside, slipside,
or dry dock methods of recycling our old ships.

And very soon, we are certain that will see a \fferent landscape in the world of
shipping. We will see a world where ships areddsee, where ship bearing toxic
wastes do not travel to the poorest of the poogrevthose responsible for a problem
becomes responsible for preventing it, where warkerlonger die, and where toxic
ships are no longer run aground on our ocean bsacHeat, we are absolutely certain



is not a dream, but with the hard work, determoratind political courage of all of us
who care, will be the inevitable future.

THANK YOU



