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What's happening all around the world ? Read our blog to find out !

Hapag-Lloyd joins growing crowd of responsible
recyclers
02/09/2014

2 September 2014 – Last week we applauded Hamburg-based Hapag-Lloyd for having adopted a new, progressive ship
recycling policy: Germany’s leading shipping company will now only seek “sustainable solutions for green ship recycling”
[1].

Here’s what they said: “While previously our second-hand ships were used for a longer time by their new owners after we had sold

them, we recently had to realize that buyers had passed on the ships more and more rapidly for demolition, in particular to ship break-

ers who use the beaching method. As this method of shipbreaking does not fulfill Hapag-Lloyd’s strict criteria for workers’ safety and
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environmental protection, we ourselves will in the future monitor and supervise the professional recycling of ships in a certified facili-

ty following the requirements of the Hong Kong Convention“.

We welcome this progressive policy change and strongly encourage other ship owners to follow Hapag-Lloyd’s example
and only use modern ship recycling facilities. Already, Hapag-Lloyd has decided to sell the «New Orleans Express» to a
ship recycling facility in China, where the shipping company will be monitoring the recycling process. We’ve had a con-
structive dialogue with Hapag-Lloyd over several months and provided expertise on the issue.

Last February, the Platform joined a demonstration in front of the German ship owners association offices in Hamburg,
calling for an industry-wide “off the beach” standard for the recycling of obsolete ships [2]. A record high 80 percent of all
German-owned end-of-life vessels were broken on South Asia beaches last year [3].

Below is a short selection of the press coverage Hapag-Lloyd received:

Deutsche Welle: http://www.dw.de/hapag-lloyd-alters-scrapping-policy-citing-ethics/a-17845142

Hamburger Abendblatt: http://www.abendblatt.de/wirtschaft/article131125652/Hapag-Lloyd-wrackt-

Frachter-kuenftig-selbst-ab.html

Die Welt: http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article131097237/Hapag-Lloyd-wendet-sich-von-Schiffsfriedhoe-

fen-ab.html

Süddeutscher Zeitung: http://newsticker.sueddeutsche.de/list/id/1605688

Tradewinds: http://www.tradewindsnews.com/weekly/343283/Hapag-Lloyd-vows-to-use-only-green-ship-

scrapping (for subscribers only)

 

[1] Download Hapag-Lloyd’s ship recycling Policy: http://www.hapag-
lloyd.com/downloads/pdf/2014June_HL_Ship_Recycling_Policy.pdf

[2] See the press release about our demonstration: http://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/press-release-high-time-for-
stricter-rules-for-shipbreaking-rally-addresses-hamburg-ship-owners

[3] See our press release and download our 2013 list: http://www.shipbreakingplatform.org/press-release-ngos-publish-
2013-list-of-toxic-ship-dumpers-german-and-greek-shipping-companies-amongst-the-worlds-worst (http://www.ship-
breakingplatform.org/press-release-ngos-publish-2013-list-of-toxic-ship-dumpers-german-and-greek-shipping-compa-
nies-amongst-the-worlds-worst)
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 (http://www.shipbreakingplatform.org)  (http://www.noordzee.nl)

 (http://www.bellona.org)  (http://www.ban.org)
Designed and developed by Cellule Verte (http://www.celluleverte.be)

DISCLAIMER
The information provided on this website was processed by the NGO Shipbreaking Platform using data provided by IHS Fairplay and is by no means exhaustive. This
information is provided in good faith, and neither IHS Fairplay nor the NGO Shipbreaking Platform (including all 18 member organisations) can be held liable for
mistakes made in processing or publishing the data and for any loss incurred by anybody or any company by the publishing of the data or by making use of the data
for private or public purposes. Due to the time needed to process the data, some information may be outdated or inaccurate. Please write to us to inform us of any
change: info@shipbreakingplatform.org

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the European Commission.
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